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Portage la Prairie, MB

August 14, 2000




Minutes of a Regular Meeting held in the Council Chambers of City Hall on Monday, August 14, 2000 at 6:02 p.m.





PRESENT:

Present:  Councillors Allan, Porter, Quinn, Tenszen with Mayor Ian MacKenzie in the Chair.





ABSENT:

Absent:  Councillors Brennan and Hamilton





ADOPTION OF MINUTES:
     235/00
Moved by Councillor Quinn

Seconded by Councillor Tenszen

     RESOLVED THAT the Minutes of a Regular Meeting of Council held in the Council Chambers of City Hall on Monday, July 24, 2000, a Special Meeting held on Thursday, August 3, 2000 at 12:00 noon, and a Special Meeting held on Friday, August 11, 2000 at 12:00 noon be approved as circulated.





HEARINGS:

Request for Variation – Sawatsky - File CP-22/00
No one appeared in support or opposition to this request, and no written objections were received.

Request for Variation – Mellco Developments Ltd. - File CP-21/00
No one appeared in support or opposition to this request, and no written objections were received.

Request for Variation – Portage Consumers Co-op - File CP-25/00
No one appeared in support or opposition to this request, and no written objections were received.





DELEGATIONS:

None





CORRESPONDENCE:

The correspondence for this period was reviewed.





COMMITTEE REPORTS







Finance, Legislative & Property Committee

Your Worship, your Finance, Legislative and Property Committee respectfully submits the following report:





Unpaid Water & Sewer to Taxes for July, 2000 – By-Law 00-8071 - 1st Reading

This is part of the normal monthly procedure to allow unpaid water and sewer accounts to be added to property taxes.

     Shirley/June

    
     236/00
Moved by Councillor Quinn

Seconded by Councillor Porter

     RESOLVED THAT By-Law No. 00-8071 being a by-law to authorize unpaid water and sewer accounts be added to property taxes be now read a first time.

Carried.





Adding Unpaid Trailer License Fees to Taxes - By-Law No. 00-8066 - 2nd and 3rd Reading

In order to collect unpaid trailer license fees, it is the City's practice to semi-annually add sums of money owing to the City of Portage la Prairie for trailer license fees to the Collector's Roll.


     


     Shirley/Tieny
     237/00
Moved by Councillor Quinn

Seconded by Councillor Tenszen

     RESOLVED THAT By-Law No. 00-8066 being a by-law to authorize the unpaid 1999 trailer license fees as per Schedule "A" be added to taxes, be read a second time.

Carried.

     THAT By-Law No. 00-8066 be read a third time, finally passed, signed and sealed.

Carried.







In Favour:  Mayor MacKenzie, Councillors Allen, Porter, Quinn and Tenszen.





Good Order (Firearms) By-Law No. 00-8068 - 2nd and 3rd Reading

     Marg
 
In response to a request from Council, Administration compared the definition of "firearm" as written in our by-law to that stated in the Criminal Code. They appear to be very similar, with the Criminal Code definition containing the additional words, "and that is capable of causing serious bodily injury or death to a person". In addition, our definition also lists, without limitation, examples of firearms.

The Firearms Officer Desk Manual indicates that the velocity of the projectile is used to determine whether or not a license, registration certificate or authorization is required.





    
     238/00
Moved by Councillor Quinn

Seconded by Councillor Porter

     RESOLVED THAT Section 2.(a) of The Firearms By-Law No. 00-8068 be deleted and replaced with the following definition:

a) "any device, including a barreled weapon, from which any shot, bullet, pellet, paintball, BB or any other missile or projectile can be fired or discharged and that is capable of causing serious bodily injury or death to a person, and includes, without limitation, a rifle, gun, revolver, pistol, pellet gun, BB gun, paintball gun and any frame or receiver of such device which can be adapted for use as a firearm;"

     AND THAT By-Law No. 00-8068 being a by-law of the City of Portage la Prairie to provide for the regulation and control of firearms in the City, as amended, be now read a second time.

Carried.







     THAT By-Law No. 00-8068 be now read a third time, finally passed, signed and sealed.

Carried.







In Favour:  Mayor MacKenzie, Councillors Allen, Porter, Quinn and Tenszen.





Signing Authorities - By-Law No. 00-8070 - 1st Reading

     Marg 

The Organizational and Procedures By-Law that was passed by Council in April of 2000, appointed signing authorities for agreements, by-laws, cheques and other financial documents in accordance with Section 134 (1) of The Municipal Act.  It has since been deemed advisable to provide authorization for Department Heads or their designates to sign agreements pertinent to individual departments provided that they have already been approved in the budget process.  Such agreements would include facility rentals, service agreements with financial institutions and equipment maintenance agreements.

In addition, the by-law is being amended to authorize the Director of Finance to invest funds on behalf of the City, and the Director of Economic and Community Development to act as signing authority in planning matters.

Tenders and Requests for Proposals shall be signed in accordance with procedures outlined in the purchasing By-Law.





    
     239/00
Moved by Councillor Quinn

Seconded by Councillor Porter

RESOLVED THAT By-Law No. 00-8070 being a by-law of the City of Portage la Prairie to amend the Organizational and Procedures By-Law No. 00-8058 regarding signing authorities be now introduced and read a first time.

Carried.





Softball Complex Fund – By-Law No. 00-8073 - 1st Reading

     Nettie

     

On July 10, 2000 Mr. Larry Dewis presented a cheque to the City of Portage la Prairie in the amount of $1500 on behalf of Progress for Portage.  These funds were raised through the Progress for Portage Men’s Fastball Tournament held on June 3 and June 4 to help develop local fastball and softball facilities at the Republic of Manitobah Park.






     240/00
Moved by Councillor Quinn

Seconded by Councillor Allen

RESOLVED THAT By-Law No. 00-8073 being a by-law to create a softball facilities reserve fund, be now introduced and read a first time.

Carried.





Request to Adjust Taxes for 2000

     Nettie

The property owners of 420 Dufferin Avenue West, Mr. & Mrs. Mel Armstrong, have requested that the City compensate them for prior years due to an error in the assessment of their home. The non-portioned assessment for the property in question includes the adjustment of the removed pool (-$2700) and the addition of air conditioning and a small shed (+$1900).  These adjustments were reported in the 2000 assessment notice.

The Board of Revision each year is authorized to sustain or dismiss appeals on assessments for the following year.  In accordance with the Municipal Act, Section 60 (7), there is no retroactivity.  However, the City of Portage la Prairie has the authority to cancel taxes.

Assessment notices for 2000 were issued in the fall of 1999 and any appeals to the 2000 assessment changes were heard by the Board of Revision in November, 1999.  No appeal was filed by Mr & Mrs. Armstrong at that time or prior to that time.

The assessment branch has advised that the sunroom was over-assessed.  Assessment for the 2001 taxes has therefore been adjusted by the assessment branch.  The 2001 revised assessment for 420 Dufferin Avenue West shows a reduction of $25,500 from the 2000 assessment at the 2000 mill rate.






     241/00
Moved by Councillor Quinn

Seconded by Councillor Porter

RESOLVED THAT the City of Portage la Prairie deny the request to adjust the 2000 taxes and prior years’ taxes for the property of 420 Dufferin Avenue West.

Carried.





City Planning & Economic Development Committee

Your Worship, your City Planning and Economic Development Committee respectfully submits the following report:





Application for Variation - Alvin & Bonnie Sawatzky - 25 Sunset Drive 



The applicants, Alvin and Bonnie Sawatzky wish to add an attached screened-in porch at the rear of their house. Public notices were sent to all property owners within a 100 meter radius with no objections received. This property is zoned R1 – Single Family Dwelling.  Administratively, there are no concerns.  





     Dean/Iva
     242/00
Moved by Councillor Allen

Seconded by Councillor Porter

RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie approve the variation application of Alvin and Bonnie Sawatzky to vary the rear yard requirement to allow the construction of an attached screened-in porch at the rear of the house, at the location known as 25 Sunset Drive, and legally described as Parcel “B” and the most northwesterly five feet of parcel “C”, Plan No. 1555, PLTO in Parish lot 56, Parish of Portage la Prairie, excepting out of said Parcel “B” Plan No. 23360, PLTO.

Carried.





Application for Extension to Variation – Mellco Developments Ltd.

     Dean/Iva

The applicant, Mellco Developments Limited, is requesting a renewal to the original variation request for the 18 properties for the construction of Condominium units. The property is located in a restricted R3 – Multiple Family Dwelling District as identified in the development agreement between Mellco Developments Limited and the City of Portage la Prairie.

This application has been circulated to various City Departments and public notices sent to all property owners within a 100 meter (330 foot) radius with no objections received. 






     243/00
Moved by Councillor Allen

Seconded by Councillor Porter

RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie approve the application of Mellco Developments Limited to vary the front yard requirements for the properties as indicated below:

1.   13 Brookside Crescent
Front yard from 7.5 m. to 6.88 m.

2.   78 Jack Cavers Place
Front yard from 7.5 m. to 6.91 m.

3.   66 Jack Cavers Place
Front yard from 7.5 m. to 6.22 m.

4.   62 Jack Cavers Place
Front yard from 7.5 m. to 6.0 m.

5.   58 Jack Cavers Place
Front yard from 7.5 m. to 6.61 m.

6.   54 Jack Cavers Place
Front yard from 7.5 m. to 6.61 m.

7.   50 Jack Cavers Place
Front yard from 7.5 m. to 6.70 m.

8.   46 Jack Cavers Place
Front yard from 7.5 m. to 6.70 m.

9.   42 Jack Cavers Place
Front yard from 7.5 m. to 7.15 m.

10. 38 Jack Cavers Place
Front yard from 7.5 m. to 6.73 m.

11. 34 Jack Cavers Place
Front yard from 7.5 m. to 6.0 m.

12. 30 Jack Cavers Place
Front yard from 7.5 m. to 6.74 m.

13. 26 Jack Cavers Place
Front yard from 7.5 m. to 6.0 m.

14. 22 Jack Cavers Place
Front yard from 7.5 m. to 6.0 m.

15. 18 Jack Cavers Place
Front yard from 7.5 m. to 6.0 m.

16. 14 Jack Cavers Place
Front yard from 7.5 m. to 6.0 m.

17. 10 Jack Cavers Place
Front yard from 7.5 m. to 6.0 m.

18. 21 Brookside Crescent
Front yard from 7.5 m. to 6.88 m.

Carried.





Transportation Committee

Your Worship, your Transportation Committee respectfully submits the following report:





Crescent Road & 5th Street SE Intersection

     Kelly Braden

Manitoba Highways has had a temporary traffic control structure and signage installed at the intersection of 5th Street SE and Crescent Road for approximately two months.  They have received no negative feedback.  Observations of traffic flow indicate no concerns at the intersection.  The southbound traffic on 5th Street SE is brought closer to Crescent Road, and therefore can make turns onto Crescent Road quicker and safer.  Left turns onto 5th Street from Crescent Road southbound are not permitted.






     244/00
Moved by Councillor Tenszen

Seconded by Councillor Quinn

RESOLVED THAT Council authorize the Manitoba Department of Highways and Transportation to install permanent traffic control structures at the intersection of 5th Street SE and Crescent Road East.

Carried.





Community Services Committee

Your Worship, your Community Services Committee respectfully submits the following report:





Dutch Elm Disease Agreement

     Marg

The City of Portage la Prairie and the Province of Manitoba enter into an agreement under the Dutch Elm Act each year for the period April 1 to March 31.  The Act allows for the sharing of actual costs up to $0.50 per capita.  The total rebate will be approximately $6,600 and will be received in 2000.  Eligible costs include the pruning and replacement of diseased elm trees, basal spraying and general tree care.  The estimated cost of the City program is $18,000 and is included in the 2000 operating budget.

This program is critical to the maintenance of the urban forest and has assisted in the preservation of existing elms. All work must be completed by March 23, 2001, and claims must be submitted by March 31, 2001.






     245/00
Moved by Councillor Allen

Seconded by Councillor Tenszen

RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie enter into an agreement with the Province of Manitoba for the cost-sharing of the Dutch Elm Disease Control Program for 2000/2001.

Carried.





Mosquitoes - For Information Only

Councillor Tenszen reported that there would be another malathion fogging for mosquitoes the week of July 24, 2000, weather permitting.





DEFERRED BUSINESS

None.





OLD BUSINESS

None.





NEW BUSINESS







Application for Variation - Portage Consumers Co-op - 150 River Road

     Dean/Iva

The applicant, Portage Consumers Co-op, wishes to vary the requirement for a free-standing sign at the proposed Gas Bar/Convenience Store which is to be constructed at 150 River Road, from 11 square meters. to 14.5 square meters, and to vary the maximum height requirement from 7.5 meters  to 9.947 meters.

The property is located in a C2 - Central Commercial District (fringe area). The application has been circulated with no concerns expressed. Public Notices were also sent to all property owners within a 100 m. (330 ft) radius with no objections received. 






     246/00
Moved by Councillor Allen

Seconded by Councillor Tenszen

RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie approve the application of the Portage Consumers Co-op to vary the free-standing sign that they wish to erect from:

1. the maximum size requirement of 11 sq.m. to 14.5 sq.m. and

2. the maximum height requirement from 7.5 m. to 9.947 m.

at the location known as 150 River Road, and legally described as Parcel A, Plan 29412, PLTO, in River Lots 69, 70 and 113, Parish of Portage la Prairie.

Carried.





ADJOURNMENT
     247/00
Moved by Councillor Allen

Seconded by Councillor Tenszen

RESOLVED THAT the meeting be adjourned at 6:34 p.m.







________________________
        ________________________

Mayor




Manager of Administration





