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Portage la Prairie, MB

August 28, 2000




Minutes of a Regular Meeting held in the Council Chambers of City Hall on Monday, August 28, 2000 at 6:02 p.m.





PRESENT:

Present:  Councillors Allan, Hamilton, Porter, Quinn, Tenszen with Mayor Ian MacKenzie in the Chair.





ABSENT:

Absent:  Councillor Brennan 





ADOPTION OF MINUTES:
     248/00
Moved by Councillor Allen

Seconded by Councillor Quinn

     RESOLVED THAT the Minutes of a Regular Meeting of Council held in the Council Chambers of City Hall on Monday, August 14, 2000 at 6:02 p.m. be approved as circulated.

Carried.





HEARINGS:

Rezoning –  XE "Hearings:Sawatsky - Variation - CP 22/00" Solid Rock Ministries – File CP-24/00
No one appeared before Council at this hearing, and no written objections were received.

Conditional Use – Kevin Steckley (Portage Mall property) File CP 23/00 XE "Hearings:Mellco Developments - Variation (Jack Cavers Pl) - CP 21/00" 
No one appeared before Council at this hearing, and no written objections were received.





DELEGATIONS:

Holly Gray, Koko Platz Community Centre

Holly Gray and members of the Koko Platz Community Center Renovations Committee spoke to Council in support of their request to obtain additional funding for the resurfacing of the ice rink at the Community Center. 





CORRESPONDENCE:
The correspondence for this period was reviewed.





COMMITTEE REPORTS






Finance, Legislative & Property Committee
Your Worship, your Finance, Legislative and Property Committee respectfully submits the following report:





Unpaid Water & Sewer to Taxes for July, 2000 – By-Law 00-8071 – 2nd and 3rd Reading XE "Taxes:Unpaid Water & Sewer to Taxes - July 2000 – BL 00-8071 1st Reading - Res.#236/00" 

 XE "By-Laws:Unpaid Water & Sewer to Taxes – July 2000- BL 00-8071 - 1st Reading - Res.#236/00" 

This is part of the normal monthly procedure to allow unpaid water and sewer accounts to be added to property taxes.

June/Shirley
  249/00
Moved by Councillor Quinn

Seconded by Councillor Hamilton


RESOLVED THAT By-Law No. 00-8071 being a by-law to authorize unpaid water and sewer charges be added to taxes be read a second time.

Carried.


THAT By-Law No. 00-8071 be now read a third time, finally passed, signed and sealed.

Carried.

In Favour:  Councillors Allen, Hamilton, Porter, Quinn and Tenszen, and Mayor MacKenzie.





Signing Authorities - By-Law No. 00-8070 – 2nd and 3rd Reading XE "By-Laws:Signing Authorities By-Law 00-8070 - 1st Reading - Res.#239/00" 

 XE "Procedure By-Law:Signing Authorities BL 00-8070 - 1st Reading - Res.#239/00" 


The Organizational and Procedures By-Law passed by Council in April of 2000, appointed signing authorities for agreements, by-laws, cheques and other financial documents in accordance with Section 134(1) of The Municipal Act. It has since been deemed advisable to provide authorization for Department Heads or their designates to sign agreements pertinent to individual departments provided that they have already been approved in the budget process. Such agreements would include facility rentals, service agreements with financial institutions and equipment maintenance agreements.

In addition, the by-law is being amended to authorize the Director of Finance to invest funds on behalf of the City, and the Director of Economic and Community Development to act as signing authority in planning matters.

Tenders and Requests for Proposals shall be signed in accordance with procedures outlined in the Purchasing By-Law.

By-Law No. 00-8070 was given first reading on August 14, 2000





Marg

    
     250/00
Moved by Councillor Quinn

Seconded by Councillor Hamilton

THAT By-Law No. 00-8070 being a by-law of the City of Portage la Prairie to amend the Organizational and Procedures By-Law No. 00-8058 regarding signing authorities, be now read a second time.

Carried.

THAT By-Law No. 00-8070 be now read a third time, finally passed, signed and sealed.

Carried.

In Favour:  Councillors Allen, Hamilton, Porter, Quinn and Tenszen, and Mayor MacKenzie.





Softball Complex Fund – By-Law No. 00-8073 - 2nd and 3rd Reading XE "Reserves:Softball Complex Reserve created - BL 00-8073 - 1st Reading - Res. #240/00" 

 XE "By-Laws:Reserve for Softball Complex created - BL 00-8073 - 1st Reading - Res.#240/00" 


On July 10, 2000 Mr. Larry Dewis presented a cheque to the City of Portage la Prairie in the amount of $1,500 on behalf of Progress for Portage. These funds were raised through the Progress for Portage Men's Fastball Tournament held on June 3 and June 4 to help develop local fastball and softball facilities at the Republic of Manitobah Park. Section 168(1) of The Municipal Act provides that a municipality may by by-law establish reserve funds for any general or specific purpose.

By-Law 00-8073 was given first reading on August 14, 2000.





Nettie
     251/00
Moved by Councillor Quinn

Seconded by Councillor Hamilton

THAT By-Law No. 00-8073 being a by-law to create a Softball Facilities Reserve, be now read a second time.

Carried.

THAT By-Law No. 00-8073 be now read a third time, finally passed, signed and sealed.

Carried.

In Favour:  Councillors Allen, Hamilton, Porter, Quinn and Tenszen, and Mayor MacKenzie.





Second Quarter Forecast

Council reviewed the Second Quarter Forecast showing the financial results for the six month period ended June 30, 2000.



Nettie
     252/00
Moved by Councillor Quinn

Seconded by Councillor Hamilton

THAT the Financial Statement and Forecast for the six months ended June 30, 2000 be adopted.

Carried.





Monthly Activity Report – For Information Only

Council reviewed the Activity Reports for July 2000.





Ongoing Projects - For Information Only

Council reviewed in camera the Ongoing Projects Report for July, 2000.







City Planning & Economic Development Committee
Your Worship, your City Planning and Economic Development Committee respectfully submits the following report:



Council Tenszen declared a Conflict of Interest and left the room.



Application for Conditional Use – 2450 Saskatchewan Ave. W. - Portage Mall Property



On August 11, 2000, Zoning By-Law No. 7680 was amended to allow "accessory uses, buildings and structures" as a conditional use in a C4 - Planned Shopping Center District in the use and site requirement Table 5-4. 

The owners of 2450 Saskatchewan Avenue W. wish to construct a free-standing retail business on the south-west edge of the property adjacent to 25th Street and Sask. Ave.W. (Hwy 1A). The applicant, Kevin Steckley of Steckley Consulting & Engineering, has applied for a conditional use to permit the development of a proposed retail outlet as an accessory use, as they wish to construct a free-standing restaurant, with a drive-thru, on the southwest edge of the property. This development is zoned C4 - Planned Shopping Center District.

The application has been circulated and public notices sent to property owners within a 100 meters (330 foot) radius, with no objections received.





Dean

     
      253/00
Moved by Councillor Allen

Seconded by Councillor Hamilton

RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie approve the conditional use application for the development of a proposed retail outlet as an accessory use in a C4-Planned Shopping Center district at 2450 Saskatchewan Avenue West, which is legally described as Lot 1, Block 3, Plan 1810, PLTO in River Lot 53 to 57, Parish of Portage la Prairie subject to the reservations contained in the Crown Lands Act as to that portion thereof contained within the limit of said River Lot 53, as a conditional use in a C4-Planned Shopping Center District.

Carried.



Councillor Tenszen returned to the meeting.



Zoning By-Law Amendment - Solid Rock Ministries - By-Law No. 00-8072 – 2nd and 3rd Readings

The applicant, Solid Rock Ministries, have applied to amend the City of Portage la Prairie Zoning By-Law No. 7680 to rezone property from M1 - Light Industrial District to EI - Educational and Institutional District for the purpose of allowing a Church as a permitted use in an EI District. The application has been circulated to various City Departments and the Province as well as advertised in The Daily Graphic for two consecutive weeks. Public notices have been sent to all property owners within a 300 foot radius. No objections have been received.

First reading was given to this by-law on July 24, 2000 to commence the process as defined in The Planning Act in considering this application.





Dean
     254/00
Moved by Councillor Allen

Seconded by Councillor Tenszen

RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie approve the application to rezone the land located at 125 – 4th Street N.E. and legally described in By-Law No. 00-8056, from M1 - Light Industrial District to EI – Educational and Institutional District for the purpose of allowing a Church as a permitted use in an EI District, by giving By-Law No. 00-8072 be read a second time.

Carried.

THAT By-Law No. 00-8072 be read a third time, finally passed, signed and sealed.

Carried.

In Favour:  Councillors Allen, Hamilton, Porter, Quinn and Tenszen, and Mayor MacKenzie.





Tender Award – Provision of Janitorial Services - ECD 00 TN 003

One tender, from Correia Enterprises Ltd., in the amount of $46,519.32 was received.  Correia Enterprises Ltd., t/a Bee Clean, has held this contract for the past two years and has completed all requirements as specified in the Tender. Any complaints received have been resolved. 

Total cost for janitorial services provided by Bee Clean during the previous contract was approximately $61,000 including GST, and included only the former library and arts centre, the Public Safety Building and the Crime Prevention Office. City Hall and the new library location were added partway through the contract period.

The tendered price of $46,519.32 (including GST)/year or $93,038.64 over the two years, appears to be higher than what was previously paid by the City. However, the previous contract was amended twice to include additional cleaning services for City Hall and the new Library for a partial period of time.





Dean
     255/00
Moved by Councillor Allen

Seconded by Councillor Tenszen

RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie award the Tender for Provision of Janitorial Services for the Public Safety Building, Library Building, Arts Centre, Crime Prevention Office and City Hall, to Correia Enterprises Ltd., t/a Bee Clean, for the period commencing September 1st, 2000 to August 31st, 2002 for the tendered price of $46,519.32 (including GST) per year.

Carried.





Bid to Host the Trans-Canada Yellowhead Highway Association Annual Conference in 2002

The opportunity to participate in the development of a Portage la Prairie bid to attract the Yellowhead Highways Association conference would be beneficial to the City from an economic perspective. It is expected that if over 100 delegates and spouses attend the Conference, there would be a direct economic impact of $26,260, which is likely low. Additional information regarding the internal cost has been revised to a range of $0 to $9,000 and the Rural Municipality of Portage la Prairie has indicated an interest in co-hosting the conference on a 50/50 cost share.

The Conference would provide an opportunity to showcase the City of Portage la Prairie and contribute to  tourism development. It might also be a catalyst for other organizations to begin hosting similar events in the City, continuing the economic spin-offs.



Dean
     256/00
Moved by Councillor Allen

Seconded by Councillor Tenszen

THAT Council authorize Administration to prepare and submit a joint bid from the City and the Rural Municipality of Portage la Prairie to host the 2002 Trans-Canada Yellowhead Highway Association Annual Conference.

Carried.



Activity Report for July, 2000 - For Information Only

Council reviewed the Activity Report for July, 2000.







Tourism and Marketing Strategic Initiatives - For Information Only

Council discussed in camera the Tourism and Marketing Strategic Initiatives for the Manager of Tourism and Marketing.



Public Safety Committee
Your Worship, your Public Safety Committee respectfully submits the following report:



Intersection of Highways #1 and #16

According to information received from the Department of Highways, the intersection of Highways #1 and #16 had the highest collision rate incidence from 1989 to 1998 for suburban intersections in Manitoba. The recent accident with 3 fatalities at this intersection on August 2nd highlights the problems at this intersection.

Portage la Prairie Fire Department staff and RCMP officers regularly attend accidents at this intersection and Portage la Prairie residents regularly travel this section of highway. It is in the best interests of the City, the region and the Province to ensure that travel on these two main traffic arteries is safe for all concerned.



Dale
     257/00
Moved by Councillor Porter

Seconded by Councillor Quinn

THAT the Province of Manitoba be requested to review alternatives to improve safety conditions at the intersection of Highways #1 and #16 including the construction of a separated grade interchange and that the City of Portage la Prairie be advised of the Province's findings in this regard; and

THAT the R.M. of Portage la Prairie and the Yellowhead Highway Association be provided with copies of the City's resolution.

Carried.



Activity Report for July 2000 – For Information Only



Council reviewed the Activity Report for July, 2000.







Waterworks Committee
Your Worship, your Waterworks Committee respectfully submits the following report:



Activity Report of July, 2000 - For Information Only



Council reviewed the Activity Report for July, 2000.







Transportation Committee
Your Worship, your Transportation Committee respectfully submits the following report:





Third Street NE Crosswalk

The School Division expressed a concern about the safety of pedestrians and safety patrols using the crosswalk at 3rd Street NE and 6th Avenue. Administration looked at the area and noted that parked cars in the area create a visibility concern at the intersection. Third Street is also used by many heavy trucks going to the Industrial Park. It also appears that parking in the "no stopping zones" is mainly parents of children who attend the daycare at the intersection of 6th Avenue and 3rd Street.

Council considered a number of options, including extending the no parking/no stopping zones to provide better visibility, especially on the southeast corner of the intersection. 





Kelly
     258/00
Moved by Councillor Tenszen

Seconded by Councillor Quinn

RESOLVED THAT Council extend the "No Stopping Zone" on 3rd Street NE at the southeast corner of the intersection with 6th Avenue to a point 18 meters from the south curb of 6th Avenue, 

AND FURTHER THAT fluorescent orange flags be placed on the Pedestrian Crossing signs, and that the crosswalk be painted in a crosshatched style to draw motorists’ attention to the corner.

Carried.





Streetlights - 157-6th Street N.W.

A request has been received from Richard Burnison and Tannis McCulloch of 157 - 6th Street N.W. for the installation of a street light in the rear lane. The six adjacent residents of 157-6th Street N.W. have agreed to the installation of the street light in the public lane behind their homes.  



Kelly
     259/00
Moved by Councillor Tenszen

Seconded by Councillor Quinn

THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie authorize the installation of a 100 watt street light in the rear public lane behind 157-6th Street N.W. with all costs to be borne by Richard Burnison and Tannis McCulloch, as per Policy PW-AL.

Carried.



River Road Drainage

The 2000 budget includes $5000 for the installation of drainage works across Meighen Avenue on the west side of River Road. Currently, water cannot drain from the River Road ditches. The budget includes a recovery of $2500 from Manitoba Highways. The xpectation was that the Lions Park Development would pick up a portion of the costs as well since the pipe is being sized to accommodate their development. The Lions Park development will generate a large proportion of the expected drainage flows.

The revised estimate for the drainage works is $20,000. Originally it was anticipated that a short cross-pipe and some ditching was required, however, it is now expected that 80 meters of pipe will be required.

Manitoba Highways has agreed to cover 1/3 of the costs of the work, with the City covering 2/3. 



Kelly
     260/00
Moved by Councillor Tenszen

Seconded by Councillor Quinn

THAT Council authorize the drainage work on River Road at Meighen Avenue to proceed up to a total project of $20,000 and that the Department of Highways be requested to provide 1/3 of the funding.

Carried.

Activity Report for July 2000 – For Information Only



Council reviewed the Activity Report for July, 2000.

Community Services Committee
Your Worship, your Community Services Committee respectfully submits the following report:





Tender Award – Centennial Arena Concession Operation



The Tender for the Operation of the Concession in the Portage Centennial Arena was advertised publicly in The Daily Graphic with a closing date of July 28, 2000. This is a three year tender from September 1, 2000 - August 31, 2003.

The only tender received was from Portage and District Terriers who met all the requirements, and who have operated the Arena concession for at least the last three terms. The tendered amount for the Terriers to pay is $750.00 per month plus GST for the duration of the contract which is the same cost as the previous contract. The City has no concerns in terms of the operation of the concession.





Dean
     261/00
Moved by Councillor Allen

Seconded by Councillor Tenszen

RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie award the tender for the operation of the concession at the Portage Centennial Arena to the Portage and District Terriers at the rate of $750.00/month plus GST for the period September 1, 2000 to August 31, 2003.

Carried.





Library Parking

The Library Board has requested that Council consider the expenditure of approximately $3,000 for the purpose of installing staff plug-ins on the East Side public parking lot. 

During the planning stages of the facility renovation, the Library Board played a significant role in determining that the needs of the public in terms of parking nearest the facility should override the need for the staff to park near the facility. Since the facility opened, the library staff has parked primarily in the public parking area on the East Side of 2nd Street N.E. or on the City street. The Library Board is now of the opinion that since the overall project came in under budget, their request for plug-ins should be reconsidered.

Council felt there were other considerations such as personal safety for the staff and volunteers returning to their vehicles after closing in the evenings that should also be taken into consideration.



Dean
     262/00
Moved by Councillor Allen

Seconded by Councillor Tenszen

RESOLVED THAT Council of the City of Portage la Prairie approve the request of the Portage la Prairie City Library to install staff plug-ins on the east in the public parking lot directly to the east of the existing Library facility at an estimated cost of $3,000.

Carried.



Teen Warehouse Youth Drop-In Midway Report – For Information Only



Committee reviewed a mid-way report on the Teen Warehouse for the 2000 summer season. Committee was pleased with the increase in attendance figures from last year.



Portage Tennis Club



In the 2000 budget, $33,000 was allocated towards resurfacing the tennis courts utilized by the Portage Tennis Club, however the Tennis Club was unable to meet their financial targets in terms of revenue generation and has requested that the funds that have been approved for this project be re-allocated to next year so they may proceed to pave all four tennis courts. The total cost of the project as identified by the club is $82,000 of which the club has approximately $56,000 committed, including the City funding. The Tennis Club will re-apply for additional grant funding next year in the hopes of being able to obtain the $26,000 shortfall they will require.



Dean
     263/00
Moved by Councillor Allen

Seconded by Councillor Tenszen

RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie approve the request of the Portage Tennis club to transfer the 2000 budget allocation of $33,000 to the 2001 budget.

Carried.



City/Southport Aquaplex Agreement Option Renewal

The City of Portage la Prairie has an agreement with Southport Aerospace Inc. for the use of the Southport Community Aquaplex. 

In August of 1999, Council exercised their option to renew two of the available one-year options for the continued City use of the Southport Pool, allowing the City to use the facility until August 31, 2001. In order to exercise the last year option on our current agreement, the City must provide Southport notice at least twelve months prior to expiration of our option term, at the same cost and conditions. By exercising this option, our current agreement will expire August 31, 2002.



Dean
     264/00
Moved by Councillor Allen

Seconded by Councillor Tenszen

RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie exercise their remaining option year, as per Clause 27 of the City/Southport Aquatic Facility Agreement, and provide Southport Aerospace Incorporated with the required notification to renew the agreement to use the Southport Community Aquaplex for the renewal period September 1, 2001 to August 31, 2002.

THAT Council authorize Administration to commence negotiations with Southport Aerospace concerning the City use of the Southport Pool.

Carried.



Monthly Activity Report – For Information Only

Committee reviewed the monthly activity report for July, 2000.







Outdoor Aquatic Facility - Feasibility Study - Community Services

Council discussed in camera the retention of consulting services for the completion of a feasibility study and conceptual design for an outdoor leisure facility.



Dean
     265/00
Moved by Councillor Allen

Seconded by Councillor Tenszen

RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie authorize Administration to negotiate a revised consulting fee with the Cochrane Group in accordance with the study objectives as proposed in RFP - 021.

Carried.



Hosting of Large Functions – For Information Only

Council discussed in camera the upgrades that would be required to the Centennial Arena in order to host large scale events.







DEFERRED BUSINESS
None.





OLD BUSINESS

None.





NEW BUSINESS

Members of the Koko Platz Renovation Committee appealed to Committee for financial assistance to resurface the ice surface in order to make the facility accessible year round. The anticipated $25,000 cost of resurfacing the ice was in place, until the paving company advised they could not guarantee the longevity of the resurfacing due to poor ground conditions. They suggested digging the existing soil down 12” and replacing it with a new limestone and A-Base and 2” of asphalt to prolong the resurfacing, however, this option leaves the Committee with a deficit of approximately $16,000. If the Committee is unable to raise this amount, they will lose a $12,000 Manitoba Community Services Grant and possibly an additional $10,000 grant from Community Places Program.

No funds have been budgeted for this project.



Kelly
     266/00
Moved by Councillor Allen

Seconded by Councillor Tenszen

RESOLVED THAT Council of the City of Portage la Prairie approve the request of the Koko Platz Renovation Committee for financial assistance in the amount of $16,000 to complete construction of a base and pave the Koko Platz Community Club ice surface.

Carried.





ADJOURNMENT
     267/00
Moved by Councillor Allen

Seconded by Councillor Tenszen

RESOLVED THAT the meeting be adjourned at 6:50 p.m.







________________________
        ________________________

Mayor




Manager of Administration

