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Portage la Prairie, MB

December 11, 2000




Minutes of a Regular Meeting of Council held in the Council Chambers of City Hall on December 11th, 2000 at 6:10 p.m.





PRESENT:

Present:  Councillors Allen, Brennan, Hamilton, Porter, Quinn, Tenszen with Mayor Ian MacKenzie in the Chair.





ABSENT:







ADOPTION OF MINUTES:
         326/00 
Moved by Councillor Hamilton

Seconded by Councillor Allen

     RESOLVED THAT the Minutes of a Regular Meeting of Council held in the Council Chambers of City Hall on November 14th, 2000 at 6:00 p.m. be approved as circulated.

Carried.





HEARINGS:







DELEGATIONS:

CNIB – Laura Layton, Orientation Mobility Instructor for CNIB, and Joan Weselak, also from CNIB, made a presentation to Council concerning the



advantages of audible signal crossings for visually impaired people. They 


were accompanied by a number of visually impaired people who supported the 


presentation. Ms. Layton indicated that the Province has agreed in principle


to installing crossings where required. Specific intersections indicated for


audible crossings on Saskatchewan Avenue were Royal Road, 5th Street East


and 4thStreet West. The cost per crossing would be $12,000 to install the 


audible system and a button that would have to be pushed to activate the 


audible system.




CORRESPONDENCE:
The correspondence for this period was reviewed.





COMMITTEE REPORTS






Finance, Legislative & Property Committee
Your Worship, your Finance, Legislative and Property Committee respectfully submits the following report:





Unpaid Water & Sewer to Taxes for October, 2000 – By-Law 00-8079 – 2nd and 3rd  Reading XE "By-Laws:Unpaid Water & Sewer to Taxes for October, 2000 By-Law 00-8079 2/3rd reading Res 327/00" 

 XE "Taxes:Unpaid Water & Sewer to Taxes for October, 2000 By-Law 00-8079 Res 327/00" 

This is part of the normal monthly procedure to allow unpaid water and sewer accounts to be added to property taxes.



Shirley/June
              327/00
Moved by :  Councillor Quinn

Seconded by:  Councillor Hamilton

     RESOLVED THAT By-Law No. 00-8079 being a by-law to authorize unpaid water and sewer charges be added to taxes be read a second time.

Carried.

     THAT By-Law No. 00-8079 be now read a third time, finally passed, signed and sealed.

Carried.

In Favour:  Councillors Allen, Brennan, Hamilton, Porter, Quinn, Tenszen and Mayor MacKenzie.





Unpaid Water & Sewer to Taxes for November, 2000 By-Law 00-8080 – 1st Reading XE "By-Laws:Unpaid Water & Sewer to Taxes for November, 2000 BL 00-8080 Res 328/00" 

 XE "Taxes:Unpaid Water & Sewer to Taxes for November, 2000 BL 00-8080 Res 328/00" 

This is party of the normal procedure to allow unpaid water and sewer accounts to be added to property taxes.


                     
Moved by:  Councillor Quinn

Seconded by:  Councillor Hamilton

Shirley/June
              328/00
     RESOLVED THAT By-Law 00-8080 being a By-Law to authorize unpaid water and sewer charges be added to Taxes to be read a first time.

Carried.





Fees and Charges By-Law No. 00-8078  - 2nd and 3rd  Reading

Marg XE "By-Laws:Fees and Charges BL 00-8078 2/3rd read Res 329/00" 
              329/00


The Fees and Charges By-Law is compilation of all fees collected by the various departments within the City. As a matter of practice, this by-law is updated annually to reflect the changes. This new by-law is scheduled to become effective on January 1, 2001.

Since first reading of the by-law, it has been discovered that parking ticket fines were inadvertently omitted from the by-law. The following information has been added to the Public Safety Department portion of the by-law (Schedule “A”):

7. c) Within 12 days of the time that a summons is left in or affixed to the vehicle or handed to the owner or operator thereof, a discounted fine may be paid in disposition of the offence as follows:

i) overtime parking in a metered space                        $ 
   3.00

ii) parking in violation of snow removal ban             
 20.00

     iii)
      any other stopping, standing or parking violation   
   7.00

   d) After the expiration of 12 days from the time that a summons is left in or affixed to the vehicle or handed to the owner or operator thereof, but before the expiration of 20 days from that time, the full fine may be paid in disposition of the offence as follows:

     i)          overtime parking in a metered space                      
$20.00

    ii)          parking in violation of snow removal ban                
  35.00

   iii)          any other stopping, standing or parking violation     
  20.00

Moved by: Councillor Quinn

Seconded by:  Councillor Hamilton

     RESOLVED THAT By-Law 000-8078, also known as the Fees and Charges By-Law, as amended, be now read a second time.

Carried.

     THAT By-Law 00-8078 be now read a third time, finally passed and sealed.

Carried.



In Favour:  Councillors Allen, Brennan, Hamilton, Porter, Quinn, Tenszen and Mayor MacKenzie.





Road Opening Lorne Avenue and Charlton Avenue By-Law 00-8082 – 1st Reading XE "By-Laws:Road-Opening -Lorne Ave. and Charlton Ave. BL00-8082 - 1st read Res 330/00" 

A piece of Lorne Avenue East and a piece of Charlton Avenue have never been legally opened as a road. In order for the City to legally open that portion of Lorne Avenue East, a real property application must be filed to bring this land under the Real Property Act prior to registration of the by-law. This piece of property is held by the City in Deed 9709 under the Registry Act, and our solicitor has been requested to file an application to bring the Lorne Avenue property under the Real Property Act. 

The Examiner of Surveys has indicated it will take from 4-6 months until registration of the plan is complete.







Moved by:  Councillor Quinn

Seconded by:  Councillor Hamilton

Marg/Kelly B.
              330/00
     RESOLVED THAT By-Law 00-8082 being a by-law of the City of Portage la Prairie to open a portion of Lorne Avenue East and a portion of Charlton Avenue, be now introduced and read a first time, and copy of the by-law and survey plan circulated to the various government agencies and utilities that may have an interest.

Carried.





Interim 2001 Operating Budget XE "Interim 2001 Operating Budget:Res 331/00" 

Section 157 of the Municipal Act states that “A council may adopt an interim operating budget to have in effect only until the council adopts the operation budget for the fiscal year.” The act requires that the interim operating budget be passed before January 1st.

The proposed interim operating budget provides funding for City operations until such time as the final budget is approved.







Moved by:  Councillor Quinn

Seconded by:  Councillor Hamilton

Nettie
              331/00
     RESOLVED THAT the interim 2001 General Operation Fund Budget of $5,926,900, the 2001 interim General Capital Fund budget of $300,000, the 2001 interim Utility Operating Fund budget of $2,608,100, and the 2001 interim Utility Capital Fund budget of $1,000,000 be approved.

Carried.





3rd Quarter Forecast XE "3rd Quarter Forecast:Res. 332/00" 

A year-end surplus in the General Operating Fund of $427,883 is forecast. A year-end surplus in The Utility Operating Fund of $170,825 is forecast.



Moved by:  Councillor Quinn

Seconded by:  Councillor Hamilton

Nettie
              332/00
     RESOLVED THAT the Financial Statement and Forecast for the nine months ended September 30, 2000 be adopted.



Carried



.

Property Tax Sharing Agreement with Rural Municipality of Portage la Prairie. XE "Taxes:Porperty Tax Sharing Agreement with RM of PlaP Res 333/00" 

 XE "Agreements:Property Tax Sharing Agreement with RM of PlaP Res 333/00" 

On October 4, 2000 the City and Rural Municipality of Portage la Prairie signed a Memorandum of understanding to share future property taxes generated from new industrial and commercial growth in both municipalities.



The City and Rural Municipality of Portage la Prairie signed fringe area agreements in 1998 to provide for some sharing of property taxes on new construction and to supply water and sewer services outside the City. The Rural Municipality and City now coordinate service delivery to residents to varying degrees in the areas of fire, water, sewer solid waste landfill and recreational services.







The proposed agreement provides for the City and Rural Municipality to share all increases in commercial and industrial property taxes on a 60%/40% basis with the host municipality receiving 60%. The agreement establishes the groundwork to create a Committee comprised of the Mayor and Reeve and two Council members from each Council to draft commercial and industrial marketing policies and to make recommendations to both Councils concerning the development of commercial and industrial properties in the City and Rural Municipality.







This historic tax sharing agreement is a first in Manitoba. Both municipalities are now in position to jointly market the huge benefits of the Central Plains region and to focus on the mutual strengths of each municipality. 







Moved by:  Councillor Quinn

Seconded by:  Councillor Hamilton

Nettie (copy of agm’t to Marg)
              333/00
     RESOLVED THAT the Mayor and Manager of Administration be authorized to sign a property tax sharing agreement with the Rural Municipality of Portage la Prairie.

Carried.





Update on Mellco/Newton Lawsuit-for  information only.

City attorneys Russ Wookey and Brian Meronek updated Council in camera on the status of the lawsuit.





Council Meeting Schedule – January – March, 2001. XE "Absence for Council Meetings:Res 334/00" 

Committee reviewed in camera a report to change the day for Council meetings from Monday to Tuesday, January 23 to March 27, 2001 to allow Councillor Brennan to participate in a university level management course requested by his employer.







Moved by:  Councillor Quinn

Seconded by:  Councillor Hamilton

Marg
              334/00
     RESOLVED THAT Council authorize the Council/Committee meetings to be held on Tuesdays rather than Mondays for the period January 23, 2001 to March 27, 2001 and that the following schedule be approved:







Tuesday, January 23, 2001        Council Meeting           6:00 p.m.

                                                   Committee Meeting      follows Council

Tuesday, February 13, 2001      Council Meeting            6:00 p.m.

                                                   Committee Meeting       follows Council

Tuesday, February 27, 2001      Council Meeting            6:00 p.m.

                                                   Committee Meeting       follows Council

Tuesday, March 13, 2001          Council Meeting            6:00 p.m.

                                                   Committee Meeting       follows Council

Tuesday, March 27, 2001          Council Meeting            6:00 p.m.

                                                   Committee Meeting       follows Council



Carried.





Portage Learning Centre - for information only.

Nettie

A delegation consisting of Philip Evans and four other members of the Learning Centre approached Committee with a request for an additional $17,000 annual grant from the City, making the total annual grant from the City $20,000. Their presentation included information on the Centre’s activities and accomplishments. They indicated that in 1999 sixty of the Centre’s 300 clients were referred by the City of Portage la Prairie Social Services Department. The Centre concentrates on upgrading the education of their clients and getting them into the work force and keeping them off the City’s welfare roll.







Councillor Quinn indicated to the group that this request will go through the budget process and that a response would be provided by mid-April, 2001.





October Activity Report - for information only.

Committee reviewed the activity reports for October 2000.





Current Projects List -for information only.

Committee reviewed in camera the Current Projects List.





City Planning & Economic Development

Your Worship, your City Planning and Economic Development Committee respectfully submits the following report





Sale of City Land – MTS Communications Inc XE "Sale of City Land - MTS Comm. Inc.:Res 335/00" .

MTS Communications Inc. wishes to acquire the public lane and portion of Francis Street to accommodate the construction of an MTS Communications Tower to provide cellular and Fleetnet service to the area.







As per City Council policy, Sale of the Public Lanes and Undevelopable Areas, all offers to purchase these types of properties must be approved by Council at a rate of 45 cents per square foot. In this case, the total purchase price of $9,504.90 was calculated based on a total area of 22,122 square feet as determined by the surveyors who completed their work on behalf of MTS.







MTS presently owns the property adjacent to the City lands and has been using this property for storage and shop purposes. MTS has also recently purchased the property to the east to Francis Street for the purpose of erecting the cellular tower. The acquisition of the City property will consolidate this area and provide MTS with the required space that they need to complete their development. 







As agreed to at the Municipal Board Hearing of April 14, 2000, MTS will be required to enter into a development agreement with the City. This will be completed after Council has approved the sale of the property.







Moved by:  Councillor Brennan

Seconded by:  Councillor Allen

Dean
              335/00
     RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie authorize the sale of the property legally described as:  (At Portage la Prairie and being that portion of Lot 1 SP Plan 32937 PLTO in RL 69 Parish of Portage la Prairie which lies west of a line drawn from a point on the southern limit thereof distantly thereon 74.714 metres from the southwest corner thereof to a point on the northern limit thereof distantly thereon 75 metres from the north west corner thereof) to accommodate the construction of an MTS Communications Tower to provide cellular and Fleetnet service to the area for the total price of $9,504.90 plus GST; and further that MTS Communications Inc. be responsible for any and all associated costs relating to the sale of this property.

Carried





Municipal Biogas Research Feasibility Project – for information only.

In October, the Prairie Agricultural Machinery Institute (PAMI) contacted the City indicating their desire to conduct a feasibility study concerning the capturing and utilizing as alternate sources of heat, bio-gas emissions containing methane from urban waste treatment plants and livestock manure storage facilities.





Dean

PAMI had been in discussion with Manitoba Agriculture and Food and the Manitoba Crop Diversification Centre (MCDC) concerning this project. Representatives from the Manitoba Agriculture and Food, McCain Foods Ltd., producers, PAMI and the City met and reviewed the project and discussed the potential of applying for research funding from the Province via the Sustainable Development Innovations Fund to conduct the feasibility study.







The benefit to the City in participating in this project is that if it can be determined that the methane produced at the waste water plant can be captured and stored as an alternative source of energy, this could reduce utility costs in civic buildings and act as a catalyst for vegetable and forage producers in terms of developing greenhouses that would significantly extend their growing seasons and product development.





Draft/Protocol Agreement – FCM/City of Portage la Prairie/Province of Bohol –July 2000-July 2003 XE " 


Committee reviewed a Protocol Agreement that would involve the City of Portage la Prairie, FCM and the Province of Bohol. FCM has requested that the City consider our continued involvement in the Philippines largely due to our recognized national and international success with the Municipality of Tubigon. The intent of this two year program would be to introduce the strategic planning process to the Province of Bohol at the elected and appointed levels, and to selected local government units, so that they may implement this as a policy for all local government units in the Province of Bohol. The initial exchange would involve the facilitation of strategic planning orientation workshops for 3-4 selected municipalities in the Province of Bohol and to provide training to the Provincial Planning and Development Co-ordinators who will have to monitor the process in the field. After this, participants from Bohol would travel to Portage la Prairie and work with the City and AMM in reviewing best practices in local government, particularly those that utilize the strategic planning process, of which Portage la Prairie is a recognized leader.







Moved by:  Councillor Brennan

Seconded by:  Councillor Allen

Dean
              336/00
     RESOLVED THAT the Mayor and Manager of Administration be authorized to sign a Protocol Agreement with the Federation of Canadian Municipalities and the Province of Bohol, Philippines.

Carried.





Highways Land-Environment Report-for information only.

Committee reviewed in camera an environmental report on property formerly owned by the Department of Highways.





Tourism Advisory Committee Terms of Reference

Committee discussed in camera a report on proposed terms of reference for the newly created Tourism Advisory Committee.



Moved by:  Councillor Brennan



Seconded by:  Councillor Quinn

Dean
              337/00        
     RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie approves the establishment of a Tourism Advisory Committee as per terms of reference as identified in Appendix A.



Carried.





October Activity Report – for information only.

Committee reviewed the activity reports for October, 2000.





Public Safety Committee

Your Worship, your Public Safety Committee respectfully submits the following report





Tender-Animal Pound XE "Tenders:Tender-Animal Pound Res 338/00" 

The City of Portage la Prairie operates an Animal Pound under Contract. The last contract was awarded to Hawker Enterprises for the period of January 1st, 1996 to December 31st, 2000. The amount of this contract was $199,975 or $39,995 per annum.







The tender 2000 PS 001 was advertised in the Daily Graphic. The amount included in the 2001 Budget is $45,800. The tenders were opened at a public opening at 3:00 pm November 3rd, 2000. Two tenders were received:

      Hawker Enterprises          $186,155.33

      Rob Roteliuk                     $224,699.36   







Moved by:  Councillor Porter

Seconded by:  Councillor Brennan

Dennis
              338/00
     RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie accept the tender of Hawker Enterprises for the sum of $186,155.33 ($37,231.06 per annum) including GST, and award the operation of the Animal Pound to Hawker Enterprises for the period of January 1st, 2001 to December 31st, 2005 and to authorize the Mayor and Manager of Administration to sign the agreement on behalf of the City of Portage la Prairie.





Carried.





October Activity Report - for information only.

Committee reviewed the activity reports for October, 2000.





Waterworks Committee

Your Worship, your Waterworks Committee respectfully submits the following report





Island Park Residents for Water Services – for information only.

A group of residents from the Massey Crescent area on Island Park approached Committee to request water services. Spokespersons Brian Miller and Casey Zonneveld expressed the group’s concern about the quality of well water they currently use, and because of the age and condition of many of the septic fields, indicated that they wished to change their petition to a request for sewer services as well as water services. There are nine homes on Massey Crescent, all of whom are interested in obtaining water and sewer services. Two other residents from Brandon Avenue also indicated an interest.





October Activity Report– for information only.

Committee reviewed the activity report for October, 2000.









Transportation Committee

Your Worship, your Transportation Committee respectfully submits the following report





October Activity Report– for information only.

Committee reviewed the activity report for October, 2000.





Community Services Committee

Your Worship, your Community Services Committee respectfully submits the following report





October Activity Report - for information only.

Committee reviewed the activity report for October 2000.





Island of Lights – for information only.

Councillor Brennan advised that the number of people who have gone through the Island of Lights increased from last year. So far, 9,400 people have gone through this year.





DEFERRED BUSINESS

NONE





OLD BUSINESS:

NONE





NEW BUSINESS:





Fire Fighting/Rescue Agreement with RM of Portage la Prairie XE "Agreements:Fire Fighting/Rescue Agm't with RM/PlaP Res 339/00" 

The Rural Municipality and City of Portage la Prairie have been discussing a new agreement for fire fighting/rescue services to the Rural Municipality. All of the proposed rates in the contract were agreed upon except for the hourly rates. The Rural Municipality counter proposed the rates for “after contract hours” charges so that after 80 hours in 2001 and 2002, the rate would be $250 per hour, and in 2003 and 2004 the rate would be $300 per hour.







Moved by:  Councillor Porter

Seconded by:  Councillor Brennan

Dennis
              339/00                   
     RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie accept the Rural Municipality of Portage la Prairie’s counter proposal and enter into a new four (4) year agreement, commencing January 1, 2001 and authorizing the Mayor and Manager of Administration to sign the agreement on behalf of the City of Portage la Prairie.



Carried.





Consulting Services Agreements XE "Agreements:Consulting Services Agm't - Res 340/00" 

Council discussed in camera a report on consulting services.



Moved by:  Councillor Hamilton

Seconded by:  Councillor Porter


              340/00    
     RESOLVED THAT the Administrative Recommendation concerning File No. DOP-CC-15 be approved.



Carried.







Treated Water Reservoir XE "Water:Treated Water Reservoir Res. 341/00" 

Council discussed in camera a report on treated water reservoir.




               
Moved by:  Councillor Hamilton

Seconded by:  Councillor Porter




              341/00
     RESOLVED THAT Administration be authorized to proceed with the tendering and construction of the Water Treatment Plant reservoir.





Carried.









Memorandum of Understanding XE "Memorandum of Understanding:Memorandum of Understanding Res 342/00" 

Council discussed this report in camera.





Moved by:  Councillor Brennan

Seconded by:  Councillor Allen










              342/00
RESOLVED THAT the Administrative Recommendation concerning File No. CMED-25 be approved.





Carried.









Elm Street Lighting XE "Elm Street Lighting:Elm Street Lighting Res 343/00" 

With the construction of the IGA access road, one streetlight pole had to be moved. Manitoba Highways recommended the installation of three streetlights on their signal poles. The cost for two new extension arms and lights, plus reconfiguration of the underground wiring is estimated at $1100 plus costs of $12.70 each month for each light. Hydro does not require a resolution for the third light since it is a replacement. Manitoba Highways or Manitoba Hydro directly, will be billing the City for the third light.











Moved by:  Councillor Tenszen

Seconded by:  Councillor Quinn



Kelly
              343/00
     RESOLVED THAT Council authorize the installation of two additional streetlights on the north side of Saskatchewan Avenue West at Elm Street.





Carried.









Presentation from MTS XE "Presentation:Presentation from MTS Res 344/00" 

Councillor Allen handed over to Mayor MacKenzie a plaque that had been presented to the City on December 5, 2000 “in recognition of becoming an MTS ‘Next Gen’ community”.



ADJOURNMENT






              344/00
Moved by Councillor Hamilton

Seconded by Councillor Quinn 

     RESOLVED THAT the meeting be adjourned at 7:04 p.m.



Carried.



________________________
        ________________________

Mayor




Manager of Administration
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