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Portage la Prairie, Manitoba

February 28, 2000




Minutes of a Regular Meeting of Council held in the Council Chambers on Monday, February 28, 2000 at 5:31 p.m.



PRESENT:

Councillors Brennan, Hamilton, Porter, Quinn and Tenszen with Mayor Ian MacKenzie in the Chair.





ABSENT:

Councillor Allen





MINUTES OF MEETING:
     63/00
Moved by: Councillor Quinn

Seconded by: Councillor Hamilton

           RESOLVED THAT the minutes of the Regular Meeting of Council held on February 14th, 2000 be adopted as circulated.

Carried.

DELEGATIONS:







CORRESPONDENCE:

The correspondence for this period was reviewed.





HEARINGS:

None





STRATEGIC PLAN XE "Strategic Plan:Res. 64/00" 

Mayor MacKenzie introduced the City of Portage la Prairie’s 2000 Strategic Plan and noted that the goals included in the Plan are:



· To upgrade existing community recreation facilities

· To investigate the feasibility of cleaning up the water  quality of Crescent Lake for more community recreation use.

· To upgrade the existing City Water Treatment Facility

· To replace the Lion’s Pool with a new outdoor leisure facility.

· To continue Phase 2 development of the Island of Lights Project.

· To further develop our water/sewer main replacement program.

· To develop directional sign program in the City to assist in directing the public to public facilities and attractions.

· To hire a Tourism/Marketing Coordinator to assist in developing Portage la Prairie as an event destination community for regional, provincial, and national sport/culture/business related events and to assist in the area of project management in economic development.

· To attract Agri-processing business to Portage la Prairie.

· To target market Portage la Prairie’s attributes and strengths to larger urban centres considering business relocation and expansion.

· To develop a communications plan to ensure that we are providing our citizens with timely and accurate information concerning the City based activities and events.

· To develop a strategy to support our desire to attract and support our aging population.




64/00
Moved by: Councillor Quinn

Seconded by: Councillor Hamilton

         RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie adopt the 2000 Strategic Plan.

Carried.

Mayor MacKenzie advised that the plan is available to the public through City Hall or the City Library.





Finance, Legislative & Property Committee:

Your Worship:

The Finance, Legislative and Property Committee respectfully submits the following report:





Unpaid Water & Sewer to Taxes for January 2000 – By-Law 00-8052   2nd & 3rd Reading XE "By-Laws:Unpaid W&S to Taxes for January - By-Law No. 00-8052 - 2nd & 3rd Reading - Res. 65/00" 



This is part of the normal monthly procedure to allow unpaid water and sewer accounts to be added to property taxes.




65/00
Moved by: Councillor Quinn

Seconded by: Councillor Hamilton

         RESOLVED THAT THAT By-Law No. 00-8052 being a by-law to authorize unpaid water and sewer charges be added to taxes, be read a second time.

Carried.

THAT By-Law No. 00-8052 be read a third time, finally passed, signed and sealed.



Carried.

For: Mayor MacKenzie, Councillors Brennan, Hamilton, Porter, Quinn and Tenszen.

Against: None.





Tax Sale Costs XE "Taxes:Tax Sale Costs - Res. 66/00" 


Schedule “D” to Fees & Charges By-Law # 99-8044 sets the tax sale fee at $100 to cover administration fees.  However, the cost for the tax sale costs vary per property on the tax sale and the province has advised us to charge costs per property.  Also, costs will increase this year as personal service regarding the tax sale to the property owner is now required (Bill 24, September, 1999)

Costs for tax sale include:

· Administration fee of $50 (maximum rate that can be charged)

· Legal Fees

· Mileage (if the municipality is serving the documents)

· Process Servers

· Land Title office fees

· Certified Mail charges

· Newspaper advertising

· Auctioneer fees

· Fees for searching title of property

Costs are to be estimated and any adjustments made to arrears for the previous year.




66/00
Moved by: Councillor Quinn

Seconded by: Councillor Hamilton

          RESOLVED THAT Schedule “D” to By-Law No. 99-8044 be amended to read as follows:


1c) Tax Sale Cost  $50 administration fee plus actual costs

Carried.



MTS – First Rate Plan XE "Agreements:MTS First Rate Plan - Res 67/00" 

The City of Portage la Prairie’s current phone plan with MTS charges the City an average long distance rate of 12.5 cents per minute.  Under the First Rate Preferred telephone plan, the rate would be 8.5 cents per minute, a savings of 32%.

Currently the City pays approximately $4,560 annually for long distance charges.  Under the proposed plan, the City would realize an annual savings of approximately $1,460.




67/00
Moved by: Councillor Quinn

Seconded by: Councillor Hamilton

          RESOLVED THAT the City enter into an agreement with MTS on the First Rate Preferred telephone plan; and THAT the Mayor and Manager of Administration be authorized to sign the MTS First Rate Preferred agreement accordingly.

Carried.





File # CPD-70-7 – For Information Only



Council reviewed File CPD-70-7 in-camera.



Mellco/Newton Lawsuit



Council was updated on the Mellco/Newton Lawsuit in-camera.



City Planning & Economic Development Committee

Your Worship:

The City Planning and Economic Development Committee respectfully submits the following report:





Application for Subdivision – Lucy Borczuk – File 

CP 1/00 XE "Subdivision:Application for Subdivision - Lucy Borczuk - File CP 1/00 - Res. 69/00" 


The applicant, Lucy Borczuk, wishes to subdivide the property known as 124-170 18th Street NW.  The intention is to amend the boundary lines of the property to reflect the existing use.

The application for subdivision received from the Province recommends that this proposal be approved, subject to the owner obtaining the various orders.

This application has been circulated to the various City Departments.

The Province is requesting approval with a variation for proposed Lot 1 to vary the minimum side yard requirement, however there are a number of variations that will be required.  As well, an encroachment agreement will have to be entered into with the City concerning the dwelling on proposed Lot 4.

The entire property is zoned R1 – Single family dwelling district.




69/00
Moved by: Councillor Brennan

Seconded by: Councillor Quinn

         RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie authorize the application of Lucy Borczuk to subdivide the property known as 124-170-18th Street NW for the purpose of amending the Boundary lines to reflect the existing use of the property legally described as Lots 435 to 440, both inclusive, as shown on a plan of subdivision of part of Parish Lots 57 and 58 of the Parish of Portage la Prairie, registered in the Portage la Prairie Land Titles Office as No. 33, subject to the following conditions:

THAT the applicant obtain the following variations:

1.
a.
Lot 1 – West side yard variation from the required 1.5 meters (5 feet) to 1.25 meters (4.15 feet), east side yard variation from the required 5.0 meters (17 feet) to 1.38 meters (4.6 feet) and a front yard variation from the required 7.5 meters (25 feet) to 5.92 meters (19.7 feet).

b.
Lot 2 – A rear yard variation from the required 7.5 meters (25 feet) to 3.51 meters (11.7 feet).

c.          Lot 4 – Front yard variation from the required 7.5 meters (25 feet) to 0.3 meters (1.0 foot) from the front of the house, as well as the encroachment of a Planter onto City property.

2.
THAT the Applicant enter into an encroachment agreement to the satisfaction of the City re: Lot 4 – Planter encroaching onto City property along 18th Street N.W.

3.
THAT the property owner shall provide a water and sewer servicing plan for proposed Lots 1,2 & 4.

4.
THAT the property owner shall design and provide a sewer and water  servicing plan for proposed Lot 3.

5.
THAT the property owner shall provide a lot grading plan for the entire proposed subdivision.

6. THAT proposed Lot 1 be re-zoned from R1 – Single Family Dwelling District to R2 – Two Family Dwelling District as there is a duplex dwelling unit situated on this property.

Carried.



Proposed Subdivision – Harold Nichol XE "Subdivision:Nichol, Harold - Res. 70/00" 


On December 14, 1998 City Council approved the proposed subdivision of Harold Nichol to subdivide their present two holdings into seven rural residential lots varying in size from 2.3 acres to 3 acres.

The approval was given subject to a number of conditions, one of which required, “that the minimum setback from the Assiniboine River shall be 60 meters from the top of the existing bank in the area west of PR 240.”

We have received notification from the Department of Intergovernmental Affairs that the 60 meter setback from the Assiniboine River as referenced in the City of Portage la Prairie Zoning By-Law No. 7680 (page 53) does not pertain to this proposed subdivision.  The land affected by the 60 meter setback is the area which is west of the old PR 240, not the new location of PR 240.




70/00
Moved by: Councillor Brennan

Seconded by: Councillor Porter

         RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie repeal Condition #6 of Resolution No. 347/98 from the proposed subdivision approval.

Carried. 



Island of Lights XE "Island of Lights:Purchase Additional Lights - Res. 71/00" 


Council discussed purchasing additional light displays in-camera.




71/00
Moved by: Councillor Brennan

Seconded by: Councillor Hamilton

         RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie approve the purchase of additional light displays from Lights for All Seasons at a cost of $ 37,278.50.

Carried.





1999 Economic and Community Development Annual Report XE "Annual Report:Economic & Community Development - FIO" 

Council reviewed the 1999 Economic and Community Development Annual Report.  Councillor Brennan commended the department staff on the attractive, professional document.





Public Safety Committee:

Your Worship:

The Public Safety Committee respectfully submits the following report.





RCMP Goals & Objectives XE "RCMP:Goals & Objectives - FIO" 

Council reviewed the Commissioner’s Directional Statement and the C.O.’s Letters of Expectations in camera.



Snow Storm Policy – For Information Only

Councillor Quinn questioned if the policy has been reviewed.  Administration to review.



Water works Committee:



Your Worship:

The Waterworks Committee respectfully submits the following reports:





Water Pollution Control Facility 1999 Year End Report XE "Water Pollution Control Facility:1999 Year End Report - For Information Only" 


Council reviewed the 1999 Year End Report for the WPCF.  In summary, the Director of Operations indicated that the SBRA have proven to be an extremely flexible treatment system over a broad range of flow and loading.  



1999 Water Treatment Plant Report XE "Water Treatment Plant:1999 WTP Report - FIO" 


Council reviewed the 1999 Year End Report for the Water Treatment Plant.  Considering the adverse water conditions of the past year, the plant was well run.



WPCF Operation XE "Water Pollution Control Facility:Sludge Storage - McCains - Res. 72/00" 

Council discussed in camera a request from McCain Foods regarding sludge storage.






72/00
Moved by: Councillor Hamilton

Seconded by: Councillor Porter



         RESOLVED THAT McCain Foods be authorized to utilize the south lagoon cell as a sludge holding pond with the following provisions:


-no odours


-all costs of set-up and sludge removal


-pumping the lagoon is to cease November 30, 2000

-sludge removal from the lagoon is to take place in the Fall of 2001, or as permitted by Manitoba Conservation.

Carried.





For Information Only

Councillor Hamilton complimented the City Staff for their handling of the “pink water” situation.





Transportation Committee:

Your Worship:

The Transportation Committee respectfully submits the following report:





Quote for Lights – Royal Road – 2nd Street back lane – For Information Only XE "Streets and Roads:Quote for Lights - Royal Road - 2nd Street backlane - FIO" 


Council discussed this matter and indicated that the City’s policy provides that lighting of residential back lanes is allowed at the owner’s expense.

Year  End Solid Waste Report – 1999 – For Information Only XE "Year End Solid Waste Report:1999 - FIO" 


The City funds and operates several solid waste programs, including residential solid waste collection, curbside recycling, yard waste collected at the compost site, tree burning site, used tires recycling, and household hazardous waste disposal.

In 1997, a yearly average of 30.2% solid waste was diverted from the landfill, and in 1999, a yearly average of 41.3% solid waste was diverted from the landfill.  For a three year period, there was a decrease of 11.1% in the total yearly average of solid waste disposal at the landfill.

The attached charts represent the results for the years 1997, 1998, and 1999.  There is a considerable drop in residential solid waste collection in 1997 of 3799 tonnes compared to 3525 tonnes in 1999.  Also note the increase in recycling from 352 tonnes in 1997 to 669 tonnes in 1999.

Council reviewed the 1999 Year End Solid Waste Report.  Administration was requested to provide information on the number of citizens who do recycle.



Community Services Committee:

Your Worship:

The Community Services Committee respectfully submits the following report:





Kennel Club – Request for Overnight Camping XE "Portage Kennel Club:Request for Overnight Camping - Res. 73/00" 

The Portage Dog Show is an annual event held on the Canada Day Weekend in Portage la Prairie.  The show will bring individuals from across Manitoba into our community. Annually, the organizers of the Dog Show request permission to camp at the Arena Site.  Plus the Portage Kennel Club provides fencing in order to keep the dogs away from the yards of individuals living in the area.

Since 1993 the Portage Kennel Club was responsible for the rental, pick-up, installation and return of all snow fencing required with no problems.






73/00
Moved by: Councillor Tenszen

Seconded by: Councillor Brennan

         RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie permit the Portage Kennel Club to arrange camping on the west parking area of the Arena during their annual dog show July 1st, 2nd and 3rd, 2000.

AND THAT the Portage Kennel Club be responsible for  all costs of installation and removal of the snow fence and clean-up of the area to the satisfaction of the City or the City shall reserve the right to charge the Kennel Club with any direct costs to do so ourselves.

Carried.





Revised Grants Administration Policy



Council reviewed the revised Grants Administration Policy in-camera.



Portage Piranhas Swim Club XE "Grants:Portage Piranhas Swim Club - Deny Request - Res. 74/00" 


The City of Portage la Prairie has received the request by Southport Portage Piranhas Swim Club to utilize 15.5 hours of City Pool time and 6.5 of Southport pool times to host the Provincial B Swim Meet February 18 – 20, 2000.

The Piranhas have also requested that the City waive the cost of the use of the facility in the amount of $1275.65.  This total based on the rate the city charges the Pirhanas of $31.26/hr plus three additional guards at a cost of $15.22 per guard per hour for a total of $76.92 per hour plus GST or total of $82.30 per hour.




74/00
Moved by: Councillor Tenszen

Seconded by: Councillor Quinn

         RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie deny the request by the Southport Portage Piranhas Swim Club to waive the rental fee of $1275.65 for the use of the Southport Community Aquaplex.

Carried.





DEFERRED BUSINESS:







OLD BUSINESS:







NEW BUSINESS:



  

ADJOURNMENT:
75/00
Moved by: Councillor Hamilton

Seconded by: Councillor Brennan

         RESOLVED THAT the meeting adjourn at 6:01 p.m.

Carried.











___________________________     ___________________________

Mayor                                                Manager of Administration 

