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Portage la Prairie, Manitoba

January 10, 2000




Minutes of a Regular Meeting of Council held in the Council Chambers on Monday, January 10th, 2000 at 5:34 p.m.



PRESENT:

Councillors Allen, Brennan, Hamilton, Porter, Quinn and Tenszen with Mayor Ian MacKenzie in the Chair.





ABSENT:



MINUTES OF MEETING:
     01/00
Moved by: Councillor Quinn

Seconded by: Councillor Hamilton

           RESOLVED THAT the minutes of the Special Meeting of Council held on December 13th, 1999 and the minutes of the Regular Meeting of Council held on December 13th, 1999 be adopted as circulated.

Carried.





DELEGATIONS: XE "Delegations:Orest Pressey Presentation" \b 

 XE "Delegations:William Glesby Centre - Press Release - Res. 02/00" \b 

Orest Pressey Presentation

Mayor MacKenzie presented Orest Pressey with a print of City Hall in recognition of his years of service to the City of Portage la Prairie.

William Glesby Centre – Press Release






     02/00
Moved by: Councillor Allen

Seconded by: Councillor Tenszen

                RESOLVED THAT the City of Portage la Prairie provide the funding required to pay the interest on the outstanding debt applicable to the William Glesby Centre commencing November 1, 1999 up to and including October 31, 2002.  Said payments to be paid out on a monthly basis to Portage Community Centre Inc. no later that the 15th day of the following month.  This funding is conditional on Portage Community Centre Inc. continuing to actively fund raise and reduce the principal amount of the loan on or before October 31st each year by at least the amount of interest that the City pays. 

Carried.

Councillor Allen read a press release announcing the City’s approval to provide funding required to pay the interest on the outstanding debt of the William Glesby Centre.  Larry Muirhead and Gerry Little appeared before Council to express their appreciation.





CORRESPONDENCE:

The correspondence for this period was reviewed.





HEARINGS: XE "Hearings:Moon, Calvin & Dianne - Variation - CP 28/99" \b 

 XE "Hearings:Nason, Robert - Variation - CP 33/99" \b 

 XE "Hearings:White, Ron & Lorna - File CP 33/99" \b 

Variation:  Calvin & Dianne Moon – File CP 28/99

No one appeared at this hearing, and no written objections were received.

Variation: Robert L. Nason – File CP 30/99

No one appeared at this hearing and no written objections were received.

Variation:  Ron & Lorna White – File CP 33/99

No one appeared at this hearing and no written objections were received.



Community Services Committee:

Your Worship:

The Community Services Committee respectfully submits the following reports:





Agreement -

Winnipeg Sports Car Races  XE "Agreements:Winnipeg Sports Car Club - Res. 03/00" \b 

03/00
The Winnipeg Sports Car Club has held races in City of Portage la Prairie for a number of years to be allowed to host races on Crescent Lake.  The Winnipeg Sports Car Club is again willing to host their races as part of our Winterfest activities.  This organization has held races on Crescent Lake for a number of years and administratively there are no concerns with their operation.

The City of Portage la Prairie’s contribution to these types of events has traditionally been permission for the use of Crescent Lake and provision of snow clearing equipment and manpower to clear the track on the lake.  The Winnipeg Sports Car Club will enter a signed agreement with the City, that will ensure they provide the necessary liability insurance, ambulance, staff, and responsibility for clean-up.

The Winnipeg Sports Car Club is requesting that the City provide snow clearing equipment and staff to make the track.  The insurance and ambulance will be the responsibility of the Winnipeg Sports Car Club and is identified in the agreement they will have to sign with the City of Portage la Prairie.

Moved by: Councillor Allen

Seconded by: Councillor Tenszen

            RESOLVED THA T the City of Portage la Prairie approve the request by the Winnipeg Sports Car Club to host Ice Car races on Crescent Lake on February 5, 2000.

THAT the City provide a grant in the amount of $640.00 to offset the costs to clear the track and indicated all other costs be the responsibility of the Winnipeg Sports Car Club.

THAT the City of Portage la Prairie allow administration to enter into an agreement with the Winnipeg Sports Car Club to the satisfaction of the City.
Carried.







Councillor Brennan suggested that we use the same guidelines used for the Snowmobile races in regards to thickness of ice if the Winnipeg Sports Car Club does not have a set of guidelines.  Councillor Brennan also suggested that we continue to monitor the thickness of ice to ensure safety.





Community Event Permit – Canadian Senior Curling XE "Community Event Permit:Canadian Senior Curling - Res. 04/00" \b 

04/00
The City of Portage la Prairie has six Community Event Liquor Permits provided by the Manitoba Liquor Control Commission that may be allocated annually.  This is only the third request the Economic and Community Development Department has received and we are still well under our limit.

A Community Event Permit can only be accessed through a motion passed by Council at an open meeting.  This type of permit simply removes the advertising restrictions and permits the sale of tickets up to the event plus at the door.  The Community Event Permit also outlines all the rules and responsibilities that the applicant must meet prior to the Manitoba Liquor Control Commission final approval.

Moved by:  Councillor Allen

Seconded by: Councillor Tenszen

              RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie approve the issuance of a Community Event Permit for the Portage la Prairie Curling Club for the Canadian Senior Curling Championships January 22 – 30, 2000.

Carried.





Grant -  LaVerendrye School Parent Advisory Council – Request for Benches for Outdoor Skating Rink. XE "Grants:LaVerendrye Parent Advisory Council - Request for Benches - Res. 05/00" \b 

05/00
The Economic and Community Development Department contacted the representative of the LaVerendrye Parent Advisory Committee to provide additional information regarding the cost of benches for their Outdoor Rink.

Council approved a grant of $200.00 for the LaVerendrye Parent Advisory Committee to construct an outdoor rink as per policy # ECD-CD-AB.  The Outdoor Rink policy allows funding up to $500.00 but is only to be used for the construction of the rink itself.  The LaVerendrye Parent Advisory Committee requested an additional $300 for benches to be put at their rink.

The cost given by LaVerendrye School Parent Advisory Committee to construct two benches for their rink is $80.60 for the materials and the wood working class at the school will build the two benches as one of their projects.  The benches will be left outside for all skaters to use.

Moved by:  Councillor Allen

Seconded by: Councillor Tenszen

             RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie approve the request for grant funding in the amount of $100.00 to be taken from the Mayor’s Special Grants account for the construction of benches. 

Carried.





Tender - Award for Maintenance of Green Areas – 99PT903 XE "Tenders/Requests for Proposals:Award for Maintenance of Green Areas - Res. 06/00" \b 

06/00
This tender is for the maintenance of green areas for the City of Portage la Prairie for the period of April 10, 2000 to October 25, 2003.  The maintenance of Green Areas includes Island Park, Republic Park, Pan-Am Stadium, Crescent Lake Bank and all public owned green spaces within the City of Portage la Prairie.

On December 14, 1999 at 2:00 p.m. the tenders were opened for the Maintenance of Green Areas listed in 99 PT 903.  The tender was advertised in the Daily Graphic on November 12, 19, 26 and December 3, 1999.

There were three tender packages given out and only one tender turned in on December 14, 1999.

The tender received meets all specifications.  W.C. Morrison has had a contract with the City of Portage la Prairie for over 17 years and has proven to be a good reliable contractor.  The tender price shall be adjusted on April 1, 2001, 2002, and 2003 for the subsequent contract year by the percent increase or decrease in prices for the previous contract year based on the percent change in Consumer Price Index for Canada in the Winnipeg region.  This contract was extended to four years from three years, which, along with the CPI adjustment, has resulted in a reduced tender price to the City.

The budget for the Maintenance of Green Areas for 2000 is $226,000.00 including 3% GST.  The 1999 budget included a contract price of $206,000.00 including 3% GST.  The annual tender price of $196, 375.00 including 3% GST represents a decrease of $9,625.00 over the 1999 budget.

Moved by: Councillor Allen

Seconded by:  Councillor Tenszen

              RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie award the contract as specified in Tender No. 99 PT 903, to W.C. Morrison Ltd. for the maintenance of Green Areas for four years, from Spring 2000 to Fall 2003, for the sum of $816,003.40 including all applicable taxes.

Carried.







Progress for Portage Committee – For Information Only XE "Progress of Portage Committee:For Information Only" \b 


Tom Hyde, Larry Muirhead and Dennis Hallick spoke to Council on behalf of the new Progress for Portage Committee who wish to market the City of Portage la Prairie’s Island Park through merchandizing and special events such as a band festival. They have suggested using the slogan “Portage’s Island in la Prairie”, and are requesting financial support from Council by way of a contribution of $10,000 as a retainer for merchandise. Committee was interested in the work this group is planning, but requested Administration to obtain more information from the group, including their membership, committee structure, etc.







Finance, Legislative & Property Committee:

Your Worship:

The Finance, Legislative and Property Committee respectfully submits the following report:





Amendments to the Interim Budget for 2000. XE "Budget:Amendments to Interim Budget for 2000 - Res: 07/00" \b 
07/00
Section 157 of the Municipal Act states that “A council may adopt an interim operating budget to have effect only until the council adopts the operating budget for the fiscal year”.  The act requires that the interim operating budget be passed before January 1st.

An interim operating budget for 2000 was approved on December 13, 1999 to provide funding for City operations until such time as the final budget is approved.  However, there are amendments required to the budget prior to adoption of the operating budget for 2000.

The Budget Speech will be made in March, which will outline the final budget for 2000.

Moved by: Councillor Quinn

Seconded by: Councillor Hamilton

           RESOLVED THAT the interim 2000 General Operating Fund budget be amended to $6,001,700.

THAT the 2000 interim General Capital Fund budget be amended to $1,448,200.

THAT the 2000 interim Utility Operating Fund budget be amended to $2,648,200.

THAT the 2000 interim Utility Capital Fund budget be amended to $1,804,000.

Carried.

Councillor Quinn announced Free Public Skating at the Arena on Wednesday nights to begin this Wednesday.





Agreement – Bank of Montreal Direct Electronic Funds Transfer XE "Agreements:Bank of Montreal Direct Electronic Funds Transfer - Res. 08/00" \b 
08/00


There is a growing trend to provide various methods of bill payment.  The City of Portage la Prairie currently allows utility payments from banks on behalf of customers.  However, customers have expressed an interest in making payments through automatic withdrawal. 

The Bank of Montreal provides a service at no cost through our current contract that allows for the direct withdrawal of funds to agencies.  Interested clients complete an application authorizing the automatic withdrawal of funds for bill payments.

This service would enable utility customers to authorize the bank to transfer funds from their account for the amount of their water bill to the City’s bank account.  The City’s accounting system would be programmed to automatically update accounting records.

It will take approximately one month to implement these services.

Moved by: Councillor Quinn

Seconded by: Councillor Hamilton

           RESOLVED THAT the City provide the direct electronic funds transfer payment plan to utility customers and that the Mayor and Manager of Administration be authorized to sign the DEFT agreement accordingly.

Carried.





1999 Board of Revision – For Information Only XE "Board of Revision:For Information Only" \b 
09/00


The minutes of the Board of Revision held on December 13, 1999 to make decisions on the assessment appeals heard on December 6, 1999 were distributed for Council’s information.

1999 Supplementary Taxes:  

There were four appeals on the 1999 Supplementary Taxes.  Three of the appeals were denied, and one was revised, resulting in a decrease of $7,700 on the 1999 assessment roll.  This results in a decrease in the 1999 tax revenue of $191.26.

2000 Assessment Roll:

There were 29 appeals on the 2000 assessment, two of which were withdrawn, 13 denied and 14 revised.

Exempt Assessment:

One appeal was to correct an error on Class 30 property owned by the City located between Lion’s Park and Crescentview School.  The revision of this roll number increased the assessment roll by $322,500, but is tax exempt and does not affect the tax revenue.

Farm Assessment:

Three appeals were made by the assessors on farm land, to transfer buildings from one roll number to another, and to include bush area on another property that had been omitted.  The changes on these Class 31 properties decreased the 2000 assessment roll by 36,600, resulting in a decrease in 2000 property tax revenue (school and municipal) of $519.53.

Taxable Assessment:

The remaining appeals were on taxable assessment.  The effect of these recommendations on the 2000 City of Portage la Prairie Assessment roll is a decrease of $73,900, which translates into a (school and municipal) tax revenue decrease of 1,838.27.

Moved by: Councillor Quinn

Seconded by: Councillor Hamilton

             RESOLVED THAT the minutes of the Board of Revision hearing on December 6, 1999 and the minutes of the reconvened Board of Revision on December 13, 1999 be approved as circulated.

Carried.





Unpaid Water & Sewer to Taxes for November/December 1999 – By-Law No. 00-8050 XE "Taxes:Unpaid Water and Sewer to Taxes for Nov/Dec - By-Law 00-8050 - 1st Reading - Res. 10/00" \b 

 XE "By-Laws:Unpaid Water and Sewer to Taxes for Nov/Dec - By-Law 00-8050 - 1st Reading - Res. 10/00" \b 
10/00


This is part of the normal monthly procedure to allow unpaid water and sewer accounts to be added to property taxes.

Moved by:  Councillor Quinn

Seconded by: Councillor Hamilton

           RESOLVED THAT By-Law No. 00-8050 being a by-law to authorize water and sewer charges be added to taxes be read a first time.

Carried.





Joint Meeting with RM – For Information Only

Council discussed Joint Meeting with RM in camera.





Management Salaries – For Information Only

Council discussed Management Salaries in camera.





City Planning & Economic Development Committee

Your Worship:

The City Planning and Economic Development Committee respectfully submits the following report:



Variation – Calvin & Dianne Moon – File #CP 28/99 XE "Variation:Moon, Calvin & Dianne - File CP 28/99 - Res. 11/00" \b 
11/00
The applicants, Calvin & Dianne Moon wish to vary the rear yard requirement for their existing deck to allow the existing deck to conform to the City Zoning By-Law.  This application has been circulated to various City Departments with no concerns being expressed.  Public notices were sent to all property owners within a 100 meter radius with no objections received.  Administratively there are no concerns.  This matter was brought before Council for review on November 1, 1999.  This property is zoned R1 – Single Family Dwelling.

Moved by:  Councillor Brennan

Seconded by:  Councillor Allen

            RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie approve the application of Calvin and Dianne Moon, to vary the rear yard requirement from 7.5 meters (25 feet) to 4.9 meters (16.5 feet) at the location known as 24 Garrioch Park Drive, and legally described as Lot 50, Block 6, Plan No. 1721, P.L.T.O., in Parish Lots 90 to 94, Parish of Portage la Prairie, for the purpose of allowing the existing deck to conform to the City Zoning By-Law.

Carried.





Variation – Robert Nason – File #CP-30/99 XE "Variation:Nason, Robert - File CP 30/99 - Res. 12/00" \b 

12/00
The applicant, Robert Nason, wishes to vary the rear yard requirement for his existing deck.  This application has been circulated to various City Departments with no concerns being expressed.  Public Notices were also sent to all property owners within a 100 meter radius with no objections received to date.

Administratively, there are no concerns.  This matter was brought before City Council for review on November 1, 1999.  This property is zoned R1 – Single Family Dwelling.

Moved by:  Councillor Brennan

Seconded by:  Councillor Allen

           RESOLVEDTHAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie approve the application of Robert Nason to vary the rear yard requirement from 7.5 meters (25 feet) to 2.6 meters (8.75 feet at the location know as 22 Garrioch Park Drive, and legally described as Lot 51, Block 6, Plan No. 1721, P.L.T.O., in Parish Lots 90 to 94, Parish of Portage la Prairie, for the purpose of allowing the existing deck to conform to the City Zoning By-Law.

Carried.





Variation – Ron & Lorna White – File #CP 33/99 XE "Variation:White, Ron & Lorner - File CP 33/99 - Res. 13/00" \b 

13/00
The applicants, Ron and Lorna White, wish to vary the side yard requirement to convert their existing carport into a sunroom.  This application has been circulated to various City Departments with no concerns being expressed.  Public notices were sent to all property owners within a 100- meter radius with no objections received to date.

Administratively, there are no concerns.  It should be noted that the City issued a “stop work” order on this project on November 13th, 1999, when it was observed that the applicant had commenced the project without the required variation.

Moved by: Councillor Brennan

Seconded by: Councillor Allen
            RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie approve the application of Ron and Lorna White, to vary the side yard requirements from 5.0 meters (17 feet) to 3.8 meters (12.7 feet) at the location know as 428 Caithness, and legally described as Lot 10, Plan No. 1974, Parish Lot 94, Parish of Portage la Prairie, for the purpose of converting the existing carport to a sunroom.

Carried.





Casinos – For Information Only



Council discussed Casinos in camera.



Lion’s Park Housing – For Information Only



Council discussed Lion’s Park Housing in camera





Island of Lights – For Information Only

Council discussed Island of Lights – Phase 2 in camera.





Public Safety Committee:

Your Worship:

Committee is cancelled due to lack of agenda items.





Water works Committee:

Your Worship:

The Waterworks Committee respectfully submits the following report:





Agreement – Reid Crowther Reservoir Engineering Services  XE "Agreements:Reid Crowther Reservoir Engineering Services - Res. 14/00" \b 


At the November 29, 1999 meeting, Council authorized administration to negotiate an engineering services agreement with RCPL for the design and construction administration of a new reservoir at the WTP and upgrades to McKay reservoir, recognizing RCPL’s previous experience with the project and in order to take advantage of an early tender issue.

The City received a proposal from RCPL.  It was reviewed with the MWSB and RCPL and subsequently revised.  City administration and the MWSB believe that RCPL have the technical ability and have assigned experienced staff to oversee the design and be on site for construction.  The fee proposal is consistent with Guidelines developed by the Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists of Manitoba.

Reid Crowther and Partners Ltd. has completed the functional design of a treated water reservoir and associated water distribution system upgrades.

RCPL intends to complete the design and prepare tender documents for issue in April assuming design can start in mid-January, with the tender award being on May 24th.  Construction should be done by mid-November.  The total estimated capital cost of the work to be done is $1,765,000.




The summary of fees is as follows:

____________________________________________________________________________

Item                                                Fee Basis    Hours    Fee Proposal   Disbursements  Total

____________________________________________________________________________

Detailed Design                              Fixed          1514      $105,000         $10,500            $115,500

Non-resident contract admin.         Fixed            238       $ 19,000           $1,900             $20,900

Resident Contract admin.               Time            1022      $80,700          $19,500            $100,200

Post Contruction Services              Allowance                 $14,000            $1,000             $15,000

TOTAL                                                                                                                            $251,600




14/00
The Manitoba Water Services Board funded the first state studies for the Water Treatment Plant and Reservoir. Since the Board does not have this project in their current budget, the City will be required to carry their share of the detailed design cost (50% of $115,500) until April. It is recommended that the City not proceed with this project beyond the detailed design and tender preparation until MWSB funding is confirmed.

Moved by:  Councillor Hamilton

Seconded by: Councillor Porter

            RESOLVED THAT the City of Portage la Prairie enter into an agreement with Reid Crowther and Partners Ltd. for the provision of engineering services and for the design and construction administration for a new treated water reservoir and upgrades to the existing McKay reservoir, with a maximum fee plus disbursements of $251,600 plus GST, with the provision that Manitoba Water Services Board funding must be confirmed prior to proceeding to the tender and construction phase of the work.

Carried.



Transportation Committee:

Your Worship:

The Transportation Committee respectfully submits the following report:





Streetlights – Royal Road 2nd Street back lane XE "Streets and Roads:Royal Road 2nd Street back lane - Streetlights - Res. 15/00" \b 


A request has been received from a resident of Lorne Avenue to have streetlights installed in the back lane between Royal Road and 2nd Street N.E.  This resident uses the lane for access to his garage.

The City typically does not provide streetlighting for back lanes in residential areas. This lane divides commercial and residential property.  A similar request from the owner of the apartments behind Mega Video and Audio was denied.

There are lights on the rear of the Library above the two doors that provide light to the lane opposite the resident’s garage, but apparently are generally not turned on.

The cost for 2 new 100 watt streetlights, mounted on existing poles, is estimated at $550 with a rental cost of $6.87 each per month.  A quote from Hydro has not been received at the time of writing this report.

There are adequate funds in the operating budget to cover the installation cost of this lighting.

The City has a policy which allows the installation of streetlights in residential back lanes with the provision that the cost of installation and operation be the responsibility of the homeowner.






15/00
Moved by:  Councillor Tenszen

Seconded by:  Councillor Quinn

          RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie not authorize the installation of two street lights in the rear lane between Royal Road and 2nd Street behind the Library.






16/00
Moved by: Councillor Porter

Seconded by: Councillor Hamilton

          RESOLVED THAT the decision to not authorize the installation of two street lights in the rear lane between Royal Road and 2nd Street behind the Library be tabled until the next Council meeting.

Carried.





DEFERRED BUSINESS:

None





OLD BUSINESS:

None





NEW BUSINESS:





ADJOURNMENT:
17/00
Moved by: Councillor Brennan

Seconded by: Councillor Tenszen

           RESOLVED THAT the meeting adjourn at 6:22 p.m.

Carried.















_________________________          _________________________

Mayor                                               Manager of Administration

