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Portage la Prairie, Manitoba

January 24, 2000




Minutes of the Regular Meeting of Council held in the Council Chambers on Monday, January 24, 2000 at 5:32 p.m.





PRESENT:

Councillors Allen, Brennan, Hamilton, Porter, Quinn and Tenszen with Mayor Ian MacKenzie in the Chair.





ABSENT:







MINUTES OF MEETING:
18/00
Moved by: Councillor Quinn



Seconded by: Councillor Tenszen



          RESOLVED THAT the minutes of the Regular Meeting of Council held on January 10, 2000 be adopted as circulated.

Carried.





DELEGATIONS:

None





CORRESPONDENCE:

The Correspondence for this period was reviewed,





HEARINGS: XE "Hearings:Nichol, Harold & Joanne - CP - 32/99" 

 XE "Hearings:Thompson, Douglas & Jill - CP 22/99" \b 

 XE "Hearings:Omichinski, Joseph & Victoria - Variation" \b 

Variation: Harold and Joanne Nichol –CP 32/99







Mr. & Mrs. Harold Nichol appeared before Council to explain the reason for their variation request.  There were no objections.







Variation: Douglas and Jill Thompson – File CP 22/99







No one appeared at this hearing and no written objections were received.







Variation: Joseph and Victoria Omichinski







No one appeared at this hearing and no written objections were received.





Finance, Legislative & Property Committee:

Your Worship:



The Finance, Legislative and Property Committee respectfully submit the following report:





Unpaid Water and Sewer to Taxes for November/December 1999. 2nd & 3rd Reading By-Law No. 00-8050 XE "Taxes:Unpaid W&S to Taxes Nov/Dec - By-Law 00-8050 - 2nd & 3rd Reading" \b 

This is part of the normal monthly procedure to allow unpaid water and sewer accounts to be added to property taxes.


19/00
Moved by: Councillor Quinn

Seconded by: Councillor Hamilton



         RESOLVED THAT By-Law No. 00-8050 be read a second time.

Carried







         RESOLVED THAT By-Law No. 00-8050 be read a third time, finally passed, signed and sealed.



Carried.





Board of Revision – For Information Only XE "Board of Revision:White, Allen - FIO" \b 

At its meeting on December 13, 1999 the Board of Revision requested more time to review the appeal by Allan and Hilda White to reduce the assessment value of their home located 414 Caithness Street.  The Board reconvened on January 10, 2000 and agreed that the assessment value to be confirmed.  The assessment figure remains at $129,500.





Adding Unpaid Trailer License Fees to Taxes – By-Law No. 00-8051 XE "Taxes:Adding Unpaid Trailer License Fees to Taxes - By-Law No. 00-8051 - 1st Reading - Res. 20/00" \b 

In order to collect unpaid trailer license fees, it is the City’s practice to semi-annually add sums of money owing to the City of Portage la Prairie for trailer license fees to the collectors roll.






20/00
Moved by: Councillor Quinn



Seconded by: Councillor Hamilton



         RESOLVED THAT By-Law No. 00-8051 being a by-law to authorize the unpaid 1999 trailer license fees as per Schedule A be added to taxes, be read a first time.

Carried.

Amendments to the Out-of Scope Employees Manual for the Year 2000. XE "Personnel:Amendments to Out of Scope Employees Manual for the Year 2000 - Res. 21/00" \b 

The 2000 budget has provisions for salary increase for part time fire fighters of $1 an hour that would see the training hourly rate increase from $9.30 and hour to $10.30 an hour effective January 1, 2000.  A review done on part time fire fighter training salaries found the City of Portage la Prairie’s rate to be low compared to other Municipalities.  The minimum call in period for part time fire fighters will also increase from 1.5 hours to 2 hours at the Fire Fighting rate of pay to bring it in line with the call in provisions for full time fire fighters.






21/00
Moved by: Councillor Quinn

Seconded by: Councillor Hamilton



         RESOLVED THAT the training rate of pay be increased from $9.30/hour to $10.30/hour and the minimum call in period for part time fire fighters be increased from 1.5 hours to 2 hours effective January 1, 2000.

Carried.





Monthly Activity Reports

Council reviewed the monthly activity report for December, 1999.





Ongoing Project Lists – For Information Only

Council reviewed the Ongoing Projects List in-camera for December, 1999.





City Planning & Economic Development Committee

Your Worship:



The City Planning and Economic Development Committee respectfully submit the following report:





Application for Variation: Harold & Joanne Nichol – CP32/99 XE "Variation:Nichol, Harold & Joanne - CP 32/99 - Res. 22/00" \b 

The applicants, Harold and Joanne Nichol, are requesting a variation to the minimum side width from the required 46 meters (150 ft) to 36 meters (120 ft) for Lot #7, as outlined in conditional approval (Council Res #347./98).







The application has been circulated to various City Departments with no concerns being expressed.  Public notices were sent to all property owners within a 100 meter radius with no objections received to date.  Administratively, there are no concerns.





22/00
Moved by: Councillor Brennan

Seconded by: Councillor Allen



         RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie approve the application of Harold and Joanne Nichol to vary the minimum site width from 46 meters (150 ft) to 36 meters (120 ft) for Lot #7, at the location legally described as Parish Lot 101, Parish of Portage la Prairie, as per Council Resolution #347/98.



Carried.





Application for Variation – Douglas & Jill Thompson – CP 22/99 XE "Variation:Thompson, Douglas & Jill - CP 22/99 - Res. 23/00" \b 

The applicants, Douglas and Jill Thompson, wish to vary the rear yard requirement for their existing deck.  This application has been circulated to various City Departments with no concerns being expressed.  Public Notices were sent to all property owners within a 100 meter radius with no objections received to date.  Administratively, there are no concerns.






23/00
Moved by: Councillor Brennan

Seconded by: Councillor Allen



         RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie approve the application of Douglas and Jill Thompson, to vary the rear yard requirement from  7.5 meters (25 feet) to 3.6 meters (12 feet) at the location known as 26 Garrioch Park Drive, and legally described as Lot 49, Block 6, Plan No. 1721, PLTO in Parish Lots 90 to 94, Parish of Portage la Prairie, for the purpose of allowing the existing deck to conform to City Zoning By-Law.

Carried.





Application for Variation – Joseph & Victoria Omichinski – CP 31/99 XE "Variation:Omichinski, Joseph & Victoria - CP 31/99 - Res. 24/00" \b 

The applicants, Joseph and Victoria Omichinski, wish to vary their rear yard requirement for their existing deck.  This application has been circulated to various City Departments with no concerns being expressed.  Public Notices were also sent out to all property owners within a 100 meter radius with no objections received to date.  Administratively, there are no concerns.






24/00
Moved by: Councillor Brennan

Seconded by: Councillor Allen



         RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie approve the application of Joseph and Victoria Omichinski, to vary the rear yard requirement from 7.5 meters )25 feet) to 2.4 meters (8 feet) at the location known as 20 Garrioch Park Drive, and legally described as Lot 52, Block 6, Plan No. 1721, PLTO in Parish Lots 90 to 94, Parish of Portage la Prairie, for the purpose of allowing the existing deck to conform to the City Zoning By-Law.



Carried.





Encroachment Agreement – Kerry Lynn Gillam- By-Law No. 99-8049 XE "Agreements:Gillam, Kerry Lynn -Encroachment - By-Law No. 99-8049 - 1st Reading" \b 

 XE "By-Laws:Gillam, Kerry Lynn - Encroachment Agreement - 1st Reading - Res. 25/00" \b 

This property is legally described as the most southerly four feet in perpendicular width of Lot 43 and all of Lot 44 in Block 30 as shown on a plan of subdivision in part or Parish Lot 68 of the Parish of Portage la Prairie, registered in the Portage la Prairie Land Titles Office as No. 71.







It is necessary for the owner to enter into an encroachment agreement with the City to allow the garage to encroach on to the public lane.  The owner was provided with an encroachment agreement for review and signature has since returned the signed agreement for review and approval of City Council.







The encroachment involves the garage eaves which encroach on the Public lane by .65 feet.  Administratively, there are no concerns.






25/00
Moved by: Councillor Brennan



Seconded by: Councillor Allen



         RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie enter into an encroachment agreement with Kerry Lynn Gillam to allow the garage located at 105-8th Street NE to encroach onto the public lane and further that By-Law 99-8049 be given first reading.



Carried.





Monthly Activity Reports

Council reviewed the monthly activity reports for December, 1999.





Public Safety Committee:

Your Worship:







The Public Safety Committee respectfully submits the following report:





Monthly Activity Reports – For Information Only

Council reviewed the monthly activity reports.





Waterworks Committee:

Your Worship:

 



The Waterworks Committee respectfully submits the following report:





WTP Feasibility Study: XE "Water Treatment Plant:WTP Feasibility Study - Res. 26/00" \b 

In April, 1999, Cochrane Engineering was awarded a contract to conduct an assessment of the WTP performance and conduct a feasibility study that evaluated upgrading options to ensure the WTP will meet current Canadian Drinking Water Guidelines as well as existing and proposed international standards.







Committee reviewed an in depth report from the Director of Operations summarizing the assessment by Cochrane Engineering.







The problems recognized in the report included:



· Inability of plant to achieve effective solids and dissolved organics removal while maintaining demand flows.

· Taste and odour in the treated water

· Formation of suspected carcinogens resulting from the combination of chlorine with the dissolved organics in the water, whose concentrations, on occasion, exceeds Canadian Drinking Water Guidelines for prolonged exposure.



In his report, the Director of Operations also summarized some of his recommendations in the report, including:

· Addition of pre-clarification to aid in removal of suspended solids from river water at the head of plant.

· Use of final granular activated carbon filters to ensure dissolved organics are reduced to very low concentrations, and taste and odour is minimized.

· Replacement of ozone generator and relocation of feed point from head of plant.

· Upgrade of backwashing system.

· Upgrade of ancillary equipment such as chemical feed systems is recommended.

· Repairs to foundation and roof.







The implementation schedule has been revised from the report to better match the City’s and MWSB’s financial constraints.







The estimated total cost of the Water Treatment Plant Upgrades is $12,400,000.  The City will be making an application to the MWSB to cost share in funding, with each phase.






26/00
Moved by: Councillor Hamilton



Seconded by: Councillor Porter



         RESOLVED THAT Council accept the Water Treatment Plant Feasibility study, dated November , 1999.

Carried.





Treated Water Reservoir Functional Design Study XE "Water Treatment Plant:Functional Design Study - Res. 27/00" \b 

In March, 1999 was awarded a contract to evaluate the City’s treated water storage capacity and water distribution system pumping and piping.  The existing maximum available storage at McKay reservoir is nine million litres (two million gallons).  The recommended additional storage requirement to meet existing plus short term development needs is 2 million litres (0.44 million gallons).







Four treated water reservoir locations were evaluated with the location at the WTP being recommended.  This location will ensure adequate chlorine disinfectant contact time prior to entering the distribution system, as well as providing storage for emergency flow equalization which will allow steady and stable operation of the WTP; WTP and McKay reservoir maintenance shut downs; and fire protection.  It will also enable the existing small storage reservoir in the WTP to be utilized for backwashing of the filters.







The existing pumping capacity at McKay reservoir was evaluated and found to be inadequate, especially during fire flow situations.  Changes to the internal piping are recommended.  The proposed pump station at the WTP will add capacity to maintain adequate pressure and flows in distribution system, including during fire flow situations.







The report also recommends upgrading the water distribution system piping, mainly to feed the southeast area of the City.  The fire flow standard cannot be met in the southeast area of the City at this time.  The proposed upgrades will ensure the fire flow standards can be met in all areas of the City.







The estimated total cost for treated water reservoir construction and water distribution pumping and piping is $4,800,000.  The City has made application to the Manitoba Water Services Board to cost share in funding.






27/00
Moved by: Councillor Hamilton

Seconded by: Councillor Porter



         RESOLVED THAT Council accept the Treated Water Reservoir and Pumping Station Process Functional Design Study, dated November, 1999.

Carried.





WPCF Odour Mitigation Report XE "Water Pollution Control Facility:WPCF Odour Mitigation Report - Res. 28/00" \b 

In December, 1998, Reid Crowther and Partners Ltd. was awarded a contract to assess and evaluate the operation of the odour control system at the Water Pollution Control Facility (WPCF) due to problems with odour generation the City had been experiencing.







Environmental License







The City’s environmental license with respect to odour is related to complaints about odour.  If there are few or no complaints about odour from the WPCF, the City remains in compliance.  If there are five separate odour complaints within a 90 day period, the City is not in compliance.







Design Criteria







Hydrogen sulfide is detectable and recognizable at levels as low as 1.5 parts per billion (ppb).  Therefore, based upon this and experience in other communities, RCPL has suggested a design criteria of 5 ppb at the WPCF fence line and 2 ppb off site.







The original design utilized different criteria based on Government of Manitoba Guidelines. These guidelines stipulated a maximum one hour average of 11 ppb hydrogen sulfide and 24 hour maximum of 3.5 ppb.  These levels could still generate odour complaints.







Report Findings







Stage 1 – In the first stage, the report recommends installing a pipe to connect the headspace of the pump station to the headspace of the BVF.  This would eliminate treatment of odorous gases from the pump station in the chlorine scrubber and would have very little operating cost associated with it since all gas would be burned in the BVF biogas flare.  Variable speed drive pumps would be required to maintain a relatively constant level in the SBR basins and some fraction would be converted to odourous hydrogen sulfide.  Without peroxide, the odour problem is simply moved to a new location.  It is recommended that the dissolved sulfide concentration be reduced to at most 4 mg/l going into the SBR basins.







Stage 2 – The second recommended stage is to install a ferric chloride feed system upstream of the BVF.  This would greatly reduce odours which are now being generated from the BVF and the pretreatment building.  It also eliminates the need for peroxide, which is a more expensive chemical.  There are some concerns regarding the possible negative impact on the biology and efficiency of the BVF as well as the possible negative impact of the UV disinfection facility.  In order to determine dosage, effectiveness and impacts of ferric chloride, a pilot study is necessary.







Modified Implementation Plan







Further to the report recommendations, it is suggested that stage 1 be separated into two phases.







1. Install variable speed drives on two SBR pumps to eliminate the varying water levels and air flows in the SBR pump station.  This would greatly aid the chlorine scrubbing system, and it may prove to be able to handle the resulting low air flows, even if they have high concentrations of hydrogen sulfide.  The hydrogen peroxide feed would continue to ensure that excessive dissolved sufides do not reach the SBR’s.  Dissolved sulfide levels in excess of 4 mg/l have entered the SBR’s without a problem.  Testing could be conducted to determine the level of peroxide feed to ensure no odours from the SBR and no negative impact on the chlorine scrubber.  The capital cost of variable speed drives is estimated at $50,000.







2.  If the chemical feed (peroxide and chlorine) proves to be excessive following phase one changes, phase two would involve installing the headspace connections between the SBR pump station and the BVF.






28/00
Moved by: Councillor Hamilton

Seconded by: Councillor Porter



         RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie accept the Water Pollution Control Facility Odour Mitigation Report, and proceed with the modified implementation plan.





Monthly Activity Reports

Council reviewed the monthly activity reports for December, 1999.





Transportation Committee:

Your Worship:

The Transportation Committee respectfully submits the following report:





Grant-In-Aid Request

The Grant In-Aid Request was tabled for the next Council Meeting.





Streetlights – Royal Road – 2nd Street Backlanes XE "Streets and Roads:Streetlights - Royal Road 2nd Street Backlane - Res. 29/00" \b 

Manitoba Hydro has provided an estimate of $45 per streetlight plus an annual operating cost of $82.44 plus GST.  Large halogen lights could be installed at the back of the Library building to light the back lane at an estimated cost of $300 each.







There are currently security lights over two back doors on the building that are sufficient to light the back of the building.  It is not the City’s policy to light residential backlanes.






29/00
Moved by: Councillor Tenszen

Seconded by: Councillor Quinn



         RESOLVED THAT the request to install the streetlights behind the library between Royal Road and 2nd Street NE be denied.



Carried.







Further to this discussion, Council agreed that the installation of halogen lights across the north side of the Herman Prior Centre and the Library would alleviate this concern.






30/00
Moved by: Councillor Tenszen

Seconded by: Councillor Porter



         RESOLVED THAT three halogen lights be installed along the north side of the Herman Prior Centre and the City Library.






31/00
Moved by: Councillor Brennan

Seconded by: Councillor Quinn



         RESOLVED THAT this motion be tabled to the next Council Meeting.



Carried.





Monthly Activity Reports – For Information Only

Council reviewed the monthly activity reports for December, 1999.





Community Services Committee:

Your Worship:



The Community Service Committee respectfully submits the following report:





North Memorial School Home and School Association – Request for an Outdoor Skating Rink Grant XE "Grants:North Memorial School Association - Request for Outdoor Rink - Res. 32/00" \b 

The North Memorial School Home and School Association is interested in constructing an outdoor rink on City property adjacent to North Memorial School.  This organization constructed an outdoor rink last year in this same location and administratively there are no concerns regarding this request.







The City of Portage la Prairie has had the Outdoor Skating Rink Policy since 1998.  This policy provides a maximum of $300 towards the construction and maintenance of an outdoor rink.  The primary role of the City is to encourage the community to take ownership in providing recreation services on a cost-sharing basis.






32/00
Moved by: Councillor Allen



Seconded by: Councillor Tenszen



          RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie approve the request for grant funding to a maximum of $300 to North Memorial Home and School Association as per policy ECD-CD-AB Outdoor Rink Grant Policy.







          RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie approve the request by the North Memorial School, Home and School Association permission to construct the rink on the City property adjacent to the North Memorial School grounds.



Carried.





Request for Liquor Permit & Grant Request – Portage Terriers. XE "Occasional Liquor Permits:Portage Terriers - Res. 33/00" \b 

The Portage and District Terriers are requesting permission to obtain a liquor permit for the Manitoba Junior Hockey League All-Star Game on February 5, 2000.  The Portage Terriers were successful bidders to host this event in the Portage Centennial Arena.  As the owners of the facility the City of Portage la Prairie has to approve the sale of the liquor.







The Liquor Control Commission outlines the requirements for additional security and the City will request a plan that shows where the liquor vendors will be set up in the arena.







The Portage and District Terriers have also requested a grant of $2000.000 to assist them in hosting the Manitoba Junior Hockey League Showcase 2000 All Star game on February 5, 2000.







The Portage and District Terriers were awarded this full day event that will attract 11 other franchise communities to Portage la Prairie.  The Portage and Terriers Showcase 2000 Committee is suggesting that the City use a portion of the $5000.00 Pepsi marketing money for the source of funding for their grant request.






33/00
Moved by: Councillor Allen

Seconded by: Councillor Tenszen



         RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie approve the request for the Portage and District Terriers to obtain a Liquor permit during the Manitoba Junior Hockey All-Star Game at the Portage Centennial Arena on February 5, 2000.







        AND FURTHER THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie provide a grant in the amount of $2000.00 to assist the Portage and District Terriers in hosting the Manitoba Junior Hockey All-Star Game at the Portage Centennial Arena on February 5, 2000.

Carried.





Portage and District Terriers – Beach Volleyball Tournament XE "Occasional Liquor Permits:Portage Terriers - Beach Volleyball Tournament - Res. 34/00" \b 

 XE "Grants:Portage Terriers - Beach Volleyball Tournament - Res. 34/00" \b 

The Portage and District Terriers fundraising Committee is planning to host a beach volleyball tournament and beer gardens on one side of the arena and a social event that same evening on the other side of the arena.  The Portage and District Terriers are planning a fundraising event to be held in the Portage Centennial Arena on May 13, 2000.  The Committee is requesting the City of Portage la Prairie, as the owners of the facility:







1. To approve their request to obtain a liquor permit for the facility for the beer gardens and the social.

2. To waive the facility rental for this event ($585.42 plus GST)

3. To waive the No Smoking By-Law #7321 for this event.







Council has allowed smoking in the arena for Safe Grad because of the nature of the event and the security factor involved as per the Safe Grad procedures.  Council did provide smoking for the Manitoba Safeway Select Curling Championship event last year, but that was due to the type and magnitude of the event.  Otherwise, since the inception of By-Law #7321, Council has not approved smoking for any other event. 






34/00
Moved by: Councillor Allen



Seconded by: Councillor Tenszen



          RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie approve the request for the Portage and District Terriers to obtain a liquor permit for the May 13, 2000 event to be held in the Portage Centennial Arena.







           RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie approve the request by the Portage and District Terriers to waive the rental fee for the use of the Portage Centennial Arena.







           RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie deny the request by the Portage and District Terriers to waive the No Smoking By-Law No. 7321.



Carried.





Monthly Activity Report

Council reviewed the monthly activity reports for December, 1999.





AD-HOC COMMITTEE







Municipal Heritage Designation Policy XE "Ad Hoc Committee:Municipal Heritage Designation Policy - Res. 35/00" \b 

Currently, the City of Portage la Prairie does not have a Municipal Heritage Designation Policy.  The Municipal Heritage Advisory Committee is requesting input from the City Council on their policy and evaluation criteria.







The actual designation process is outlined in the Provincial Heritage Resource Act and the procedures must be followed.  However, each municipality may establish specific criteria for rating potential heritage sites within its jurisdiction.






35/00
Moved by: Councillor Allen

Seconded by: Councillor Tenszen

         RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie approve the Municipal Heritage Designation Policy and evaluation criteria as presented.



Carried.





DEFERRED BUSINESS:







OLD BUSINESS:







NEW BUSINESS:







ADJOURNMENT:
36/00
Moved by: Councillor Hamilton

Seconded by: Councillor Brennan

         RESOLVED THAT the meeting adjourn at 6:14 p.m.

Carried.



















__________________________          __________________________



Mayor                                                    Manager of Administration









































