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Portage la Prairie, Manitoba

June 26, 2000




Minutes of a Regular Meeting of Council held in the Council Chambers on Monday, June 26th, 2000 at 6:09 p.m.



PRESENT:

Councillors Allen, Brennan, Hamilton, Quinn and Tenszen  with Mayor MacKenzie in the Chair.

ABSENT:



Councillor Porter

MINUTES OF MEETING:
191/00
Moved by: Councillor Quinn

Seconded by: Councillor Allen

RESOLVED THAT the minutes of the Regular Meeting held on June 12th, 2000 be adopted as circulated.

Carried.





HEARINGS: 

Application for Variation – L. Jean McCallum



Mrs. McCallum was present to answer any questions on her application.  No objections were received.







Application for Variation: Patricia Guinn



No one appeared before Council and no objections were received.



Application for Variation: Ross Hicks

No one appeared at the hearing, but a letter of objection from Judy & Ron Goertzen was read into record.

Application for Variation: Donald & Margery Stewart



No one appeared before Council and no objections were received.



DELEGATIONS:

None

CORRESPONDENCE:

The correspondence for this period was reviewed.





Finance, Legislative & Property Committee:

Your Worship:



The Finance. Legislative and Property Committee respectfully submit the following report:



Unpaid Water & Sewer to Taxes – May, 2000 – By-Law 00-8065

This is part of the normal monthly procedure to allow unpaid water and sewer accounts to be added to property taxes.




192/00
Moved by: Councillor Quinn

Seconded by: Councillor Hamilton

Shirley/June

        RESOLVED THAT By-Law No. 00-8065 being a by-law to authorize unpaid water and sewer charges be added to taxes be read a second time.

Carried.

         RESOLVED THAT By-Law No. 00-8065 be read a third time, finally passed, signed and sealed.

Carried.



In favour: Councillors Allen, Brennan, Hamilton, Quinn, Tenszen and Mayor MacKenzie



Council Meetings – July & August – For Information Only

Dale

On April 24th, Council adopted a new meeting schedule for Council and Committee Meetings whereby both meetings are held consecutively on the same nights, those being the second and fourth Mondays.

In past years, it was Council’s practice to hold one Committee meeting and one Council meeting during the months of July and August, meaning that Council members met on two nights instead of four nights. 

Committee discussed summer meetings and determined not to change their meeting schedule through July and August.  Council will review the new meeting schedule further in September.



1999 Audited Financial Statements

Nettie

The Municipal Act requires that audited financial statements be received by the municipality before June 30 of every year and be reviewed at the first regular meeting of council after receiving the report.

The previously reported 1999 year end surpluses of $444,106 in the General Operating Fund and $513,633 in the Utility Operating Fund remains the same.




193/00
Moved by: Councillor Quinn

Seconded by: Councillor Hamilton



         RESOLVED THAT the Audited Financial Statements for the twelve months ended December 31, 1999 be adopted.

Carried.





2001 Budget Guidelines

Nettie

The modified program budget is designed to allow the Budget Committee to focus on the net cost of programs offered by the City and on those new/additional services and capital items that Council deems to be necessary.

At the organizational meeting for 2000, Council appointed all members of Council to the Budget Committee.  

The prioritization of new/additional services and capital items is to be done on a department basis by the applicable Director.

Any capital items over $5,000 and new/additional levels of service are not included in the operating budget. 

Presentation

As part of the orientation to each year’s budget, Department Heads present to the Budget Committee all departmental operating costs, discretionary costs, capital and new and additional service requests for the budgeted year.

The Library Board has requested the City for permission to present their submissions directly to Council.  The City of Portage la Prairie has a vested interest in the operations and strategic initiatives of the Library.  The City’s costs for 2000 include a Library grant of $140,000, a grant of $7,300 for additional books from the Special Administration Reserve and building operating costs of $37,800 less $20,700 in rent.  Committee deferred the decision on whether or not the Library Board be granted permission to present their grant request to the Budget Committee as part of budget process.




194/00
Moved by: Councillor Quinn

Seconded by: Councillor Hamilton



        RESOLVED THAT the modified program budgeting approach be utilized to set the 2001 budget.

        RESOLVED THAT all discretionary items over $1,500 and all staffing increases be presented separately for Committee’s consideration.

        RESOLVED THAT the net effect of all proposed new/additional services and capital items be presented separately for the Committee’s consideration.

Carried.





Support for Palliative Care Services

Dale

Palliative Care is compassionate care directed to improving the quality of life for people who are dying, and support for families as they incur losses.  The provision of this service, which has been deemed a core service by Manitoba Health, is limited due to inadequate funding.

The goal of the Regional Palliative Care Team is to provide appropriate care at home or as close to home as possible.  People who choose to die at home are met with a number of barriers, including increased expense for medications, oxygen, and medical supplies that are provided at no personal cost in hospital.

The Regional Palliative Care Team is seeking adequate funding and equitable distribution of funding for Palliative Care throughout the Province, and is appealing to the municipalities for support of this crucial service.



195/00
Moved by: Councillor Quinn

Seconded by: Councillor Hamilton



         RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie advocate for formal funding for Central Region Palliative Care Services.

Carried.





Monthly Activity Reports

Council reviewed the monthly activity reports for May, 2000





Ongoing Projects List

Council reviewed the Ongoing Projects list in-camera.





Lions Park Housing Inc. – Option to Repurchase

Council reviewed a report on Lions Park Housing Option to Repurchase.





Dale
196/00
Moved by: Councillor Quinn

Seconded by: Councillor Hamilton

         RESOLVED THAT the Mayor and Manager of Administration be authorized to sign an agreement to amend the Option to Repurchase agreement with Lions Park Housing Inc., to amend the timelines for entering into a development agreement and for development of the property.

Carried.



City Planning & Economic Development Committee

Your Worship:

The City Planning and Economic Development Committee respectfully submit the following report:





Application for Variation – L. Jean McCallum

Dean/Iva

The applicant, L. Jean McCallum, wishes to construct an extension of 8.5 feet to the rear of the existing garage, which is an existing non-conforming use.  Public Notices were sent to all property owners within a 100-meter radius with no objections received to date.  This property is zoned R3 – Multiple family dwelling






197/00
Moved by: Councillor Brennan

Seconded by: Councillor Allen



         RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie approve the variation application of L. Jean McCallum to vary the side yard requirement to allow the construction of an extension to the existing garage, at the location known as 103 Duke Avenue, and legally described as Lot 3, Block 4, Plan 1998, Parish of Portage la Prairie.

Carried.





Application for Variation – Patricia Guinn

Dean/Iva

The applicant, Patricia Guinn, wishes to construct a sunroom onto the rear of the main dwelling, which will make the existing garage side yard a non-conforming use.  Due to the fact that the garage is now less than six feet behind the main dwelling, the Zoning By-Law states that the garage side yard shall be five feet, thus creating the reason for this variation request from five feet to three feet.  The property is located in an R1 – Single Family Dwelling.

This application has been circulated to various City Departments.  Public Notices were also sent to all property owners within a 100 meters (330 foot) radius with no objections received to date.  Administratively there are no concerns






198/00
Moved by: Councillor Brennan

Seconded by: Councillor Allen



         RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie approve the application of Patricia Guinn to vary the side yard requirement of the garage from 1.5 meters (5 feet) to .9 meters (3 feet) for the construction of a sunroom onto the rear of the existing house, at the location known as 1893 Gigot Avenue West, and legally described as Lot 4, Plan No. 1648, PLTO in river Lots 56&57, Parish of Portage la Prairie.

Carried.





Application for Variation – Ross Hicks

Dean/Iva

The applicant, Ross Hicks, wishes to construct a new home on this property.  The front yard requirement of 7.5 meters (25 feet) is being met, but due to the size of this home, which includes an attached enclosed sun room and deck, the proposed back yard would only be 6.1 meters (20.3 feet)

The property is located in an R1 – 60 Single Family Dwelling District.  Public Notices were sent to all property owners within a 100 meters (330 feet) radius with one objection having been received.




199/00
Moved by: Councillor Brennan

Seconded by: Councillor Allen



         RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie approve the application of Ross Hicks to vary the rear yard requirement of 7.5 meters (25 feet) to 6.1 meters (20.3 feet) for the construction of a new house, at the location known as 424 Caledonia Street, and legally described as Lot 3, Block 1, Plan No. 1867, PL 90/94 PLTO, Parish of Portage la Prairie.

Carried.





Application for Variation – Donald & Margery Stewart

Dean/Iva

The applicants, Donald & Margery Stewart, wish to construct an extension to the existing garage.  Public Notices were also sent to all property owners within a 100-meter radius with no objections received to date.

This property is zoned R1 – Single Family Dwelling District.  The Building Inspections Department reviewed the survey certificate and has found the measurements correct.  However, with the addition to the garage, this dwelling will now protrude farther out than the rest of the dwellings located on Portage Avenue.




200/00
Moved by: Councillor Brennan

Seconded by: Councillor Allen



         RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie approve the variation application of Donald and Margery Stewart to vary the front yard requirement of 7.45 meters (24.8 feet) to 5.65 meters (18.8 feet) to allow the construction of and extension to the existing garage, at the location known as 301 Portage Avenue, and legally described as Lot 11, Block 8, Plan 21428, RL 64/68, Parish of Portage la Prairie.

Carried.





Monthly Activity Reports

Council reviewed the monthly activity report for May, 2000.





Public Safety Committee:

Your Worship:

The Public Safety Committee respectfully submits the following report:





Monthly Activity Reports

Council reviewed the monthly activity report for May, 2000.





Waterworks Committee

The Waterworks Committee respectfully submits the following report:





Pre-authorized Payment Plan

Councillor Hamilton announced that a pre-authorized payment plan is now available at City Hall to pay for your water bill.  The application forms are now available at the front counter of City Hall.



Monthly Activity Reports

Council reviewed the monthly activity reports for May, 2000.

Transportation Committee

Your Worship:

The Transportation Committee respectfully submits the following report:

Request for VIA Signs

Kelly B

VIA Rail wish to place five directional signs that are 18” x 24”. Manitoba Highways has indicated that the signs cannot be placed on any poles that support traffic control signs or signals.

The City Policy would be to not allow directional signage for any business to be installed in the public right-of-way.  Some consideration may be given to the fact that VIA Rail provides unique public service. The City has included funds to establish directional signage for public facilities




201/00
Moved by: Councillor Tenszen

Seconded by: Councillor Quinn

         RESOLVED THAT the directional signage as requested not be approved, and further that the installation of generic “Rail Station” signage be approved.

Carried.



Monthly Activity Reports



Council reviewed the monthly activity reports for May, 2000.

Community Services Committee

Your Worship:



The Community Services Committee respectfully submits the following report:





Island of Lights Nomination – Canadian Parks and Recreation Association (CPRA) Award of Excellence for Innovation – For Information Only

Dean

The Award of Excellence may be awarded annually to a municipality or organization that has demonstrated outstanding leadership in parks, programs, heritage and culture, facilities, operations and maintenance.

We believe that the Island of Lights project meets the criteria as defined and as such have prepared an application accordingly. 

If the award is to be presented this year, this will occur at the CPRA Annual Conference in Lake Louise in October.  Councillors Tenszen and Allen have indicated that they will be attending the conference on behalf of the City.



PDAC/Keystone Sports Ltd. Lease Agreement – For Information Only

Committee reviewed a report on the PDAC Lease Agreement in camera.







Monthly Activity Reports



Council reviewed the monthly activity reports for May, 2000.

DEFERRED BUSINESS:

None





NEW BUSINESS:







Request for Variation Extension – Mellco Developments Ltd.

Dean/Iva

Councillor Brennan indicated that the City had received a legal opinion regarding the Mellco Developments request to extend a variation order for one year.  The legal opinion states that the Variation Order will expire if the Renewal Order is not made within the twelve months, even though the application has been received during the twelve months.  Therefore, the applicant should be advised to submit a new application.  Because Council is of the opinion that the applicant believed their request was made on time, Council is considering waiving the application fee.






202/00
Moved by: Councillor Brennan

Seconded by: Councillor Allen

        RESOLVED THAT the variation fee of $175 be waived for the variation application by Mellco Developments Ltd. to vary the front yard from 7.5 meters (25 feet) to varying distances between 6.0 meters (20 feet) to 7.32 meters (23.8 feet) on property located at 13 & 21 Brookside Crescent,; 10, 14, 18, 22, 26, 30, 34, 38, 42, 46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, and 78 Jack Cavers Place in the City of Portage la Prairie, legally described as Lots 10 to 21, Block 2, Plan 35629, PLTO, in the River Lot 94, Parish of Portage la Prairie.

Carried



ADJOURNMENT:
203/00
Moved by: Councillor Hamilton

Seconded by: Councillor Allen

           RESOLVED THAT the meeting adjourn at 6:34 p.m.

Carried.















_________________________          _________________________

Mayor                                               Manager of Administration

