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Portage la Prairie, Manitoba

March 13th, 2000




Minutes of a Regular Meeting of Council held in the Council Chambers on Monday, March 13, 2000 at 5:34 p.m.



PRESENT:

Councillors Allen, Brennan, Hamilton, Porter, Quinn and Tenszen with Mayor Ian MacKenzie in the Chair.





ABSENT:



MINUTES OF MEETING:
     76/00
Moved by: Councillor Quinn

Seconded by: Councillor Tenszen

           RESOLVED THAT the minutes of the Regular Meeting of Council held on February 28th, 1999 be adopted as circulated.

Carried.





DELEGATIONS: XE "Delegations:Community Justice Forum - FIO" 

Community Justice Forum



Glenn Carlson & Mel Armstrong appeared before Council to present the City with a video-tape made by the Community Justice Forum.  This tape will be used to promote and explain the Portage Community Justice Forum Program.





CORRESPONDENCE:

The correspondence for this period was reviewed.





HEARINGS:

None



Finance, Legislative & Property Committee:

Your Worship:

The Finance, Legislative and Property Committee respectfully submits the following report:





Unpaid Water  & Sewer To Taxes for February 2000 – By-Law No. 00-8054 XE "By-Laws:Unpaid W&S to Taxes for February - By-Law 00-8054 - 1st Reading - Res. 77/00" 

 XE "Taxes:Unpaid W&S to Taxes for February - By-Law 00-8054 - 1st Reading - Res. 77/00" 


This is part of the normal monthly procedure to allow unpaid water and sewer charges to be added to taxes.




77/00
Moved by: Councillor Quinn

Seconded by: Councillor Hamilton



         RESOLVED THAT By-Law No. 00-8054 being a by-law to authorize unpaid water and sewer accounts to be added to property taxes be read a first time.

Carried.





Appointment of Weed Inspector XE "Weed Inspector:Appointment of Weed Inspector - Dave Green - Res. 78/00" 


It is a requirement of the Noxious Weeds Act that every municipality annually appoint a Weed Inspector and notify the Department of Agriculture of the appointment.  This appointee carried out the provisions of the Noxious Weeds Act.  Dave Green has been the City’s appointee for a number of years.




78/00
Moved by: Councillor Quinn

Seconded by: Councillor Hamilton

          RESOLVED THAT in accordance with Section 11 of the Noxious Weeds Act, Council of the City of Portage la Prairie appoint Dave Green as the City’s Noxious Weeds Inspector; and further THAT this appointment be conveyed to the Director of Soils and Crops Branch of the Department of Agriculture.

Carried.



Monthly Activity Reports – January and February 2000



Council reviewed the monthly activity reports.



Purchase of Land



Council reviewed a report on the purchase of certain property in camera.



Ongoing Projects List



Council reviewed the ongoing projects list in camera.



City Planning & Economic Development Committee

Your Worship:

The City Planning and Economic Development Committee respectfully submits the following report:



Westward Enterprises Subdivision – Consolidation XE "Subdivision:Westward Enterprises Subdivision - Consolidation - Res. 79/00" 


Council approved an application to subdivide property that was acquired by the Westward Village Enterprises from the Portage Alliance Church in March of 1999 with one of the conditions of subdivision being that the property be rezoned to C4.

When the property was going through the process of subdivision and subsequent rezoning, the land surveyor inadvertently omitted a small portion of land that was to be included in this application.

In discussing this matter with the province, they have indicated that it is Council’s decision to determine whether or not a new application for rezoning is required.  


Given the fact that the applicant has already paid once for the rezoning to occur and that the land surveyor has indicated that this was an oversight on their part it seems appropriate to waive the rezoning application fee.




79/00
Moved by: Councillor Brennan

Seconded by: Councillor Allen

          RESOLVED THAT Council of the City of Portage la Prairie advise the Province of Manitoba that the 0.16 acres, as defined on the legal survey submitted by McBurney Land Surveys, being that part of Parcel C, Plan 36070 be consolidated with Parcel D as shown, and further that any and all costs associated  with this change, excluding rezoning application fees, be at the sole expense of the applicant, the Westward Enterprises Ltd.

Carried.



Monthly Activity Reports – January/February



Council reviewed the monthly activity reports.



Public Safety Committee:

Your Worship:

The Public Safety Committee respectfully submits the following report:





Sale of Paintball Guns XE "Public Safety:Sale of Paintball Guns - FIO" 


After reviewing a complaint about the sale of paintball guns, Councillor Quinn requested that Administration review the Good Order By-Law to include Paintball guns.  Currently, the by-law does not cover any firearms with a muzzle velocity of less than 500 feet per second.  The City will be checking with other municipalities and the RCMP for input.



Public Safety Department Staffing

Council reviewed a report on the Public Safety Department Staffing issue in camera.



Monthly Activity Reports



Council reviewed the monthly activity reports.



Water works Committee:

Your Worship:

The Waterworks Committee respectfully submits the following report:





Reservoir Variation XE "Variation:Reservoir Variation - Construction of Treated Water Reservoir at WTP -R es. 80/00" 


It has been determined that a variation to the front yard requirement is needed for the construction of the treated water reservoir at the WTP.

The site is located in the RM of Portage la Prairie.

The front yard set-back requirement is 125 feet.  The draft design drawings indicated that the proposed reservoir is set back about 95 feet.

The side yard requirement is 10 feet.  There is a retaining well that will encroach within the 10 foot side yard, but we have not received a determination from the RM as to whether or not this will require a variation since it is a wall and not part of the building.




80/00
Moved by: Councillor Hamilton

Seconded by: Councillor Porter



         RESOLVED THAT Council authorize administration to apply for a front yard variation and a side yard variation, as required, for the construction of the treated water reservoir at the Water Treatment Plant in the Rural Municipality of Portage la Prairie.



Carried.





Monthly Activity Reports



Council reviewed the monthly activity reports.



Transportation Committee:

Your Worship:

The Transportation Committee respectfully submits the following report:





Traffic By-Law Amendment re: School Bus Zones – By-Law 00-8053 XE "By-Laws:Traffic By-Law Amendment re: School Bus Zones - By-Law 00-8053 - 1st Reading - Res. 81/00" 


The RCMP have expressed a concern about the congestion of vehicle traffic around schools when parents are dropping off or picking up their children making it difficult for school buses to maneuver.  This congestion has created a safety concern for the children getting on or off school buses.  Our current Traffic By-Law lists the streets around schools as being “no parking” areas, however, vehicles continue to stop in these areas to pick up children. By amending our Traffic By-Law to include School Bus Zones that prohibit stopping, standing or parking during the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., the RCMP believe enforcement would be easier.




81/00
Moved by: Councillor Tenszen

Seconded by: Councillor Quinn

         RESOLVED THAT By-Law No. 00-8053 being a by-law to amend the City of Portage la Prairie Traffic By-Law No. 6897 with regard to school bus zones, be now introduced, read a first time and forwarded to the School Division for comments.

Carried.





Award of Tender – Gravel XE "Tenders/Request for Proposals:Award of Tender - Gravel - EF Moon - Res. 82/00" 


This tender was advertised publicly in the Daily Graphic and the Winnipeg Free Press.  The annual tender closed on February 24, 2000.  The gravel quantities are comprised of gravel for roads, sand for winter and fill sand for trench backfilling. 

All the bidders met the required specifications.

The 2000 budget is $76,130.00, including 3% GST.  This budget amount is made up of both municipal and utility accounts.  The low bid of $69,361.80 with the GST rebate, is approximately $6770 under  budget.




82/00
Moved by: Councillor Tenszen

Seconded by: Councillor Quinn

         RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie award the tender for the supply of gravel to E.F. Moon Construction Limited, as specified in tender 00 PT 005, for  the tendered price of $71,884.05, including GST.

Carried.



Portage la Prairie School Division Request to Use Rennick Street XE "Streets and Roads:Portage la Prairie School Division Request to Use Rennick Street" 

Representatives of the City and School Division have met a number of times over  the last one and a half years to discuss parking at Crescentview School.  The School Division has consistently indicated their concern over safety of children at lunch and after school when being picked up in the existing parking lot.

The School Division has plans prepared by their consultants that require the use of Rennick Street as a parking area and for access to Crescentview School.  The City provided the School Division with a proposed parking lay-out that the School Board has indicated is not suitable due to the inclusion of angle parking in the City’s proposal.

Rennick Street is a legal roadway that is 66 feet wide that has never been developed.  At present the City has no plans to develop this road as it ends at Crescentview School and would serve as a driveway access only to the School.  There are some City utility lines buried under Rennick Street that require that the City maintain some form of access either by maintaining Rennick as a street or if it is closed by obtaining an easement.

City Council has indicated concerns with using Rennick Street and the impact on pededstrian traffic and traffic flows on Bridge Road.  In addition, property owners with rear yards on Rennick have expressed concern over Rennick Street being used for vehicular traffic.  Alternatives are:





1. Maintain Status Quo

2. Allow School Division to use Rennick Street

3. Close and sell Rennick Street adjacent to property owners

4. Close and sell Rennick Street to Portage la Prairie School Division

Administration was requested to ask the School Division for a copy of their consultant’s report.  In addition, the School Division is also to be asked if their consultant took into consideration vehicle/pedestrian conflict on Rennick and traffic congestion on Bridge Road.

Councillor Porter stressed that he believed using Rennick Street as requested by the School Division was unsafe for the pedestrians and was not a viable option for this problem.  Councillor Brennan indicated he was in complete agreement with Councillor Porter.



Monthly Activity Reports



Council reviewed the monthly activity reports.



Community Services Committee

Your Worship:



The Community Services Committee respectfully submits the following report:





Free Wednesday Public Skating – For Information Only XE "Arena:Free Wednesday Public Skating -FIO" 


The Economic and Community Development Department has compiled information for Council regarding public skating at the Portage Centennial Arena since the implementation of free public skating on Wednesday evenings.

The department has identified the number of adults, students, and children that have participated in the free public skate sessions Wednesday evenings for January and the first couple of weeks in February 2000 and compared with the numbers of the same time period in 1999.

For the first six weeks of 2000 there were 439 people out for public skating on Wednesday night as compared to 97 in the first six weeks of 1999.  The statistics indicate that the free public skate has increased.



Portage Minor Hockey XE "Grants:Portage Minor Hockey - Deny grant request - Res. 83/00"  Association



The PMHA is hosting a Peewee “E” Provincial Hockey Tournament in the Portage Centennial Arena on March 10-12, 2000.  In talking to the Portage Minor Hockey Director of Development and Ice Coordinator, they are requesting that the City of Portage la Prairie assist them with funding to subsidize the cost of the tournament by providing a grant in the amount of $2000.00 which would be used to off-set the facility fees for the arena.

The City of Portage la Prairie currently provides a subsidy to all user groups for their use of the Portage Centennial Arena in the existing fees and charges.  For every hour PMHA used in 1998, they paid $46.44/hr for regular use and $54.10/hr for tournaments with the direct cost of operating the facility being $116.00/hr.  Over the course of the 1998-1999 Season, PMHA paid $53,664.27 while the direct cost to operate the facility to the taxpayer during this same time period was $114,029 or a direct subsidy of 53%.

While the City acknowledges that organizations such as PMHA do in fact contribute to the local economy by hosting tournaments, organizations must also be aware that they currently are receiving a subsidized user rate that the taxpayers are directly contributing to already.

Based on this, we would recommend denial of the request as presented.




83/00
Moved by: Councillor Allen

Seconded by: Councillor Tenszen

         RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie deny the request by the Portage Minor Hockey Association for a grant in the amount of $2000.00 to assist them in hosting the Peewee “E” Provincial Hockey Tournament.



Carried.





Lions Pool Feasibility Study XE "Lions Pool:Feasibility Study - FIO" Error! Bookmark not defined.


Council discussed the Lions Pool Feasibility Study in camera.



Tourism/Marketing Coordinator Position XE "Personnel:Tourism/Marketing Coordinator Position - FIO" 


Council reviewed a report on the proposed Tourism/Marketing Coordinator Position in camera.

Monthly Activity Reports



Council reviewed the monthly activity reports.







DEFERRED BUSINESS:

None





OLD BUSINESS: XE "Water Pollution Control Facility:Sludge Storage - McCains - amendment ot Res. 72/00 - Res 84/00" 

84/00
Council discussed resolution #72/00 passed on February 28, 2000.

Moved by: Councillor Hamilton

Seconded by: Councillor Porter

         RESOLVED THAT resolution #72/00 passed February 28, 2000 be amended by adding the following words at the end of the resolution, “all costs associated with mitigation of any contamination of surrounding soils and groundwater due to the reactivation of the lagoon by McCain Foods Ltd.; and that a letter of support for the temporary use of the lagoon by McCain Foods Ltd. be issued to Manitoba Conservation.”

Carried.





NEW BUSINESS:





ADJOURNMENT:
85/00
Moved by: Councillor Brennan

Seconded by: Councillor Allen

           RESOLVED THAT the meeting adjourn at 5:59 p.m.

Carried.















_________________________          _________________________

Mayor                                               Manager of Administration

