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Portage la Prairie, Manitoba

March 27th, 2000




Minutes of a Regular Meeting of Council held in the Council Chambers on Monday, March 27th, 2000 at 5:30 p.m.



PRESENT:

Councillors Allen, Brennan, Quinn and Tenszen with Mayor Ian MacKenzie in the Chair.





ABSENT:

Councillors Hamilton and Porter



MINUTES OF MEETING:
     86/00
Moved by: Councillor Brennan

Seconded by: Councillor Quinn

           RESOLVED THAT the minutes of the Regular Meeting of Council held on March 13th, 2000 be adopted as circulated.

Carried.





HEARINGS:

Variation : Mellco Development – Brookside Crescent

Mr. Harvey Smith spoke to Council in support of the variation.  He favoured having the extra room in the back yard as opposed to the front yard.





DELEGATIONS: XE "Delegations:Poschenreider, Larry - 9th Street SW Trees" \b 

Larry Poschenreider – 9th Street SW Trees

Mr. Poschenreider attended Council to apologize for cutting down City trees.  He indicated that he planned to replace the trees.



CORRESPONDENCE:

The correspondence for this period was reviewed.





Finance, Legislative & Property Committee:

Your Worship:

The Finance, Legislative and Property Committee respectfully submits the following report:





Property Donation for Portage Neighborhood Connections (formerly Northeast Portage Community Development Committee) XE "Land:Neighbourhood Connections - Property Donation - Res. 87/00" \b 

Tilley Realty would like to donate the property of 226-6th Avenue N.E. to Portage Neighborhood Connections.  This property has a fair market value of $25,000 according to the assessment conducted by Central Plains Realty.  Portage Neighborhood Connections would sell this property and funds raised would be applied to the Trust Fund held by the City of Portage la Prairie.

For Tilley Realty to receive a tax receipt the donation must be made to the City of Portage la Prairie.  The City would hold this property on its record until the property is sold by Portage Neighborhood Connections.

Mr. Norm Tilley requested that Council waive their portion of the 2000 taxes as his intention to donate the property was made at the end of last year.  The 1999 tax levied on this property were $417.

Proceeds of the sale, less legal fees, would be transferred to the Portage Neighborhood Connections Trust Account.  As the property would be in the City’s name, only local improvement taxes of less than $30 are applied and would be waived by the City.  No other costs are to be realized by the City.




87/00
Moved by: Councillor Quinn

Seconded by: Councillor Brennan

         RESOLVED THAT the City of Portage la Prairie receive the property 226-6th Avenue N.E. as a donation from Tilley Realty and;

THAT the City of Portage la Prairie issue a tax receipt for the fair market value of $25,000 to Tilley Realty and;

THAT the sale of the donated property be the responsibility of Portage Neighborhood Connections and;

THAT the City of Portage la Prairie waive the 2000 taxes apportioned to Tilley Realty and;

THAT the proceeds of the sale, less legal fees, be applied to the Portage Neighborhood Connections Trust Fund.

Carried.





Unpaid Water  & Sewer 

To Taxes for February 2000 – By-Law No. 00-8054 XE "By-Laws:Unpaid Water and Sewer to Taxes for February, 00-8054 - 2nd & 3rd Reading - Res. 88/00" \b 


This is part of the normal monthly procedure to allow unpaid water and sewer charges to be added to taxes.




88/00
Moved by: Councillor Quinn

Seconded by: Councillor Brennan

         RESOLVED THAT By-Law No. 00-8054 being a by-law to authorize unpaid water and sewer accounts to be added to property taxes, be read a second time.

Carried.

          THAT By-Law No. 00-8054 be read a third time, finally passed, signed and sealed.
Carried.

In Favor: Mayor MacKenzie, Councillors Allen, Brennan, Quinn and Tenszen.



City Planning & Economic Development Committee

Your Worship:

The City Planning and Economic Development Committee respectfully submits the following report:



Application for Variation – Mellco Developments Ltd. – CP – 2/00 –Brookside Crescent XE "Variation:Mellco Developments Ltd. - File CP 2/00 - Brookside Crescent - REs. 89/00" \b 


The Applicant has requested variations on Lot 11 to 25 inclusive, Block 1, Plan 25629 to the front yard setback, in order to ensure that when rear yard decks are attached to the dwellings built on these properties, that the rear yards will meet the 7.5 meters (25 feet) rear yard site requirement as identified in the Zoning By-Law.

Mellco Development has indicated that by varying the front yard set backs, the need for rear yard variations will be avoided when decks are constructed on these properties.
The Operations Department has reviewed the application and believes that the 7.5 meter front yard set back standards identified in the Zoning By-Law was to legally enable the parking of a vehicle in front of a house in the driveway without encroaching on a sidewalk or the boulevard.  Further, the parking provision in Part Three Section 5) xii) states:


“An off-street parking area or accessory off street parking    

               area:   - shall not be located within one meter of a lot line

               common to the lot and to a street.”

The Highway Traffic By-Law No. 6897 – Part 1s. (6) (a) (l) indicates that no person shall park any vehicle in a lane, on a sidewalk, or boulevard.  The Operations Department believes any vehicle parked in a driveway should be on private property and not on the public boulevard. Snow clearing could also be impacted if a vehicle is on the boulevard area. The Zoning By-Law identifies minimum requirements for parking spaces as 20 feet x 10 feet.

It should be noted that the Applicant did receive approval for blanket front yard variations from 25 feet to 20 feet for 18 lots on Jack Cavers Place on May 25th, 1999, resolution No. 129/99.

Public notices were also sent to all property owners within a 100 meter radius with no objections received.  This property is zoned R1 – Single Family Dwelling District.




89/00
Moved by: Councillor Brennan

Seconded by: Councillor Allen



         RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie approve the variation application of Mellco Developments Ltd., to vary the front yard requirement from 7.5 meters (25 fee) to 6.0 meters 

(20 feet), at the locations known as Brookside Crescent, and legally described as Lots 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 & 25, Block 1, Plan 35629.

Carried.



Rezoning  Application – Portage Consumers Coop – CP 3/00 – By-Law 00-8056 XE "Zoning:Portage Consumers Coop - By-Law 00-8056 - Res. 90/00" \b 

 XE "By-Laws:Portage Consumers Coop - By-Law 00-8056 - Res. 90/00" \b 


The Applicant, Portage Consumers Co-op, wish to rezone the property legally described in By-Law No. 00-8056 being an area of 1.47 acres between Setter Street and Cambridge Street on River Road for the purpose of construction of a Gas Bar and Convenience Store.

The amendment will change the zoning of the property from R1 – Single Family Dwelling district to C2 – Central Commercial district (fringe area) to accommodate the construction of the Gas Bar and Convenience Store.

The first reading of By-Law No. 00-8056 will commence the process as defined in the Planning Act in considering this application.




90/00
Moved by: Councillor Brennan

Seconded by: Councillor Allen

          RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie give By-Law No. 00-8056 First Reading and provide public notices as defined in Section 42 (1) and (2) of the Planning Act.

Carried.



Acquisition of Highways Land XE "Land:Acquisition of Highways Land" \b 


The City has been negotiating with the Province of Manitoba for some time for the acquisition of approximately 3.76 acres of land adjacent to Saskatchewan Avenue (directly west of existing IGA property), and had made an offer to purchase the subject property in November of 1999 that recently has been agreed to by the Province.

At the time of offer, the City contacted Manitoba Conservation for their opinion regarding the results of Province’s environmental investigations as to whether or not the permitted and conditional uses for the property would be adversely affected by the end result of the testing.

The Province indicated in a letter dated December 20, 1999 that no further remediation was required on the site at this time, however, should development occur in the future, developers and contractors should be made aware that appropriate steps must be taken to manage the soil during excavation activities.  To this end, Manitoba Conservation has recommended that during soil excavation activity, an environmental consultant be present to test for petroleum hydrocarbon contamination and if contamination were detected, appropriate management of the soil would be required.

The agreement for sale with the Province indicates that the subject property is being sold on an “as is” basis.  As such, the City will need to ensure that the potential purchasers are aware of the potential environmental issues related to the property.

At this time, it is the City’s intention: 

1. To design the Elm Street access and tender this separately as part of the City paving program for this year.

2. To enter into an agreement with IGA concerning the construction and maintenance of the access and attach this agreement to the title of the property.

3. To obtain legal access to the parcel of land over the service road that will be constructed.

4. To immediately remove the existing 22nd Street NW approach/access onto PTH 1A.

5. To initiate immediate proceedings for the closure of Elm Street North and public land that is located within the subject property.

There has been considerable private interest in acquiring this property and as such, Administration should be authorized to proceed to prepare and advertise public Request For Proposal for the sale of the property.






91/00
Moved by: Councillor Brennan

Seconded by: Councillor Allen

THAT the Mayor and Manager of Administration be authorized to sign the agreement for sale for approximately 3.76 acres from the Province of Manitoba;

That Administration be authorized to proceed with the closing of public lane and Elm Street North which are located within the subject property;

That Administration is authorized to prepare and advertise a public tender for the sale of the subject property indicating that the highest or any tender not necessarily accepted.

That Administration is authorized to negotiate an agreement with Shindico, on behalf of Agora Foods, concerning the development and maintenance of the extension of Elm Street North to accommodate traffic into the subject property and the IGA lot;

That Administration be authorized to commence proceedings to obtain legal access to the subject parcel from PTH 1A over the service road from the Highway Traffic Board.

Carried.



Long Plains Entertainment Complex – Draft Letter of Support XE "Casino:Long Plains Entertainment Complex - Draft Letter of Support -FIO" \b 

 XE "Island of Lights:Theme Area Purchases - Special Meeting - FIO" \b 

Committee reviewed a draft letter of support for the Long Plains Entertainment Complex in camera.







Island of Lights Theme Area Purchases – Special Meeting



Lights for All Seasons did provide the City an extension of time to March 31, 2000 so that the City could complete the marketing and sales of the phase 2 component of the project.

In order to allow the Marketing Representative, Mr. Doug Blyth, to gain full advantage of the saleable days in March, there will be a special meeting of Council on March 30, 2000 at 12:00 noon at City Hall, to approve the purchase of the balance of the phase 2 order.

The additional time after the regular Council meeting will greatly assist the marketing efforts.



Old City Library – Offer to Purchase XE "Library:Old City Library - Offer to Purchase - Res. 92/00" \b 


Committee reviewed an offer to purchase the old City Library in-camera


92/00
Moved by: Councillor Brennan

Seconded by: Councillor Allen

          RESOLVED THAT Council approve the recommendations as set out in a report to the Planning and Economic Development Department dated March 20, 2000.

Carried.







Public Safety Committee:

Committee cancelled due to lack of agenda items.



Water works Committee:

Your Worship:

The Waterworks Committee respectfully submits the following report:





Award of Contract – Aluminum Hydroxy Chloride Solution XE "Tenders/Requests for Proposals:Award of Contract - Aluminum Hydroxy Chloride Solution - Res. 93/00" \b 


The tender for the supply of Aluminum Hydroxy Chloride Solution was issued to chemical suppliers who previously supplied product for laboratory-scale and full-scale plant evaluations.  Only the products that performed well in the trials were considered for tender.  The tender closed at 2:00 p.m.  on the 7th of March, 2000.

PraireChem was asked to bid on two products and submitted a bid for only one of the
 acceptable products.  Stanchem was asked to bid on one acceptable product.  The contract period is April 1, 2000 to February 28, 2002.

The chemical, Aluminum Hydroxy Chloride, is used during the spring months as one of the first stages in the water treatment process to aid in the removal of colour from the River water.

The budget for 2000 is $8,500 including 3% GST.  The tender quantity is for a two year period.  The low tender ($15,400 including 3% GST) is $800.00 under budget on an annual basis.




93/00
Moved by: Councillor Brennan

Seconded by: Councillor Tenszen

THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie award the contract for the supply of Aluminum Hydroxy Chloride Solution as specified in tender 00 PT 012 to the lowest bidder, Stanchem Inc. for the tendered price of $16,000 including taxes.

Carried.



Award of Tender – Supply of Hydrogen Peroxide 00PT001 XE "Tenders/Requests for Proposals:Award of Tender - Supply of Hydrogen Peroxide - Res. 94/00" \b 

Tender packages were issued to six suppliers of hydrogen peroxide on January 6, 2000.  The tender closed and the bids were opened March 7, 2000.

All Bidders have met the qualifications as specified in the tender document and appear to be capable of completing the work as outlined.  Delivery times ranged from 7 to 14 working days.

Hydrogen peroxide is injected to the effluent stream of the BVF and can be used, in conjunction with sodium hypochlorite in an effort to limit odour problems.  Hydrogen peroxide is also used for the removal of sulphide compounds which can cause corrosion problems in associated downstream equipment.

The budgeted amount for hydrogen peroxide is $101,000.00 for 2000, and was based on 450 litres per day for 335 days @ .67 per litre, including 3% GST.

The low bid of $101,195.17 including 3% GST is $195.17 over budget.




94/00
Moved by: Councillor Brennan

Seconded by: Councillor Tenszen

THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie award the contract for the Supply of Hydrogen Peroxide, as specified in tender 00 PT 001, to the lowest bidder, Canada Colors and Chemicals for the tendered price of $104, 875.00 including freight and taxes.

Carried.





Award of Tender – Supply of Sodium Hypochlorite XE "Tenders/Requests for Proposals:Award of Tender - Supply of Sodium Hypochlorite - Res. 95/00" \b 


Tender packages were issued to three suppliers of sodium hypochlorite.  The tender closed and bids were opened on Tuesday, March 7, 2000.

The tendered work includes the supply and delivery of approximately 60,000 litres of sodium hypochlorite to the Water Pollution Control Facility for use in the odour control system.  Sodium hypochlorite is the main chemical required for the deodorization of off-gases from the SBR lift station and plant area.  The volume is based upon current consumption rate.

The tenders did not all meet qualifications.  The tender from PrairieChem Inc. was for a strength and volume of chemical other than that specified in the tender.

The 2000 budget for sodium hypochlorite is $25,000 including freight and 3% GST.   The bid of $17,831.58 including GST is $6,520.00 under budget.




95/00
Moved by: Councillor Brennan

Seconded by: Councillor Tenszen



         RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie award the contract for the Supply of Sodium Hypochlorite, as specified in tender 00 PT 004, to the lowest bidder, Stanchem Inc. for the tendered price of $18,480.00, including freight and taxes.

Carried.



Transportation Committee:

Your Worship:

The Transportation Committee respectfully submits the following report:





9th Street SW Trees XE "Trees:9th Street SW Trees - Res. 96/00" \b 


On or about the beginning of March, a complaint was received that two large spruce trees were cut down on the boulevard in front of 58-9th Street SW, and a mess left on the boulevard.  The homeowner had not applied to have the trees removed and had no authorization from the City to remove the trees.

The owner indicated that he thought the trees were on his property.  In fact, the trees were located on the City boulevard, approximately six to eight feet from the property line.

The City’s policy indicates that such removal of trees may be considered destruction of public property and that the City may take legal action to gain compensation.  The value of the trees, as calculated using the City’s policy and assuming poor condition, has been estimated at $1085 and $1695 respectively.  The base value of a tree in prime condition is $27.00 per square inch of trunk cross-section.  Factors such as species of tree, trunk condition, growth rate, structure, insect and disease, crown development, and life expectancy are used to assess and value the trees.  A 16 inch diameter spruce tree in prime condition has a base value of  $5,430 and a 20 inch diameter has a value of $8,480.

The actual condition of the trees prior to removal is unknown, however, the owner submitted a letter from a tree removal contractor who inspected the trees.  This contractor indicated the trees had a disease known as “blue rot”.  The contractor indicated the trees were in “very bad” condition.  Based upon the letter supplied to the City by the owner, the trees were assumed to be diseased, but otherwise in fair condition.  By observing the stumps, it was assumed that the trunks were in good condition.  Assuming fair condition, the rating would be 16 points out of 26.  However, due to unknown factors, a poor condition rating of 10 points out of 26 was assumed and used to determine the value of the trees.

For comparison, the City could purchase a 10 foot high spruce tree with a five inch diameter trunk and have it installed for about $400 to $500.  By the appraisal formula, the same tree would be valued at $530.

The City’s policy states that trees must be dead or diseased to an extent of more than 75% of the total tree growth area and corrective action cannot be taken, in order to meet qualification for removal.

For information, a reforestation charge of $125 per tree is applicable when trees that do not meet the criteria for removal based upon disease or hazard are removed for construction purposes.

This matter was referred to the next Committee meeting and Administration was requested to obtain prices to remove the stumps and replant larger sized trees; and also to find out about blue rot.



Community Services Committee
96/00


Council pointed out that the City could replace the trees at a lower cost than could Mr. Poschenreider.  They agreed to do this and have the costs charged to Mr. Poschenreider.  

Moved by: Councillor Tenszen

Seconded by: Councillor Brennan

          RESOLVED THAT the City of Portage la Prairie replace the two trees in front of 58 – 9th Street SW at a total cost of up to $600 and remove the old tree stumps at an estimated cost of $280, and that the costs for the trees and stump removal be charged to Mr. Poschenreider.

Carried.

Your Worship:



The Community Services Committee respectfully submits the following report:





Koko Platz Community Club Request XE "Grants:Koko Platz Community Club Request - Res. 97/00" \b 

The Koko Platz Community Club has requested engineering services to assist them with the layout of the grades for the gravel base and asphalt which they intend to install this summer, as well as inspection services during construction.

The construction work will be included as part of the City’s paving tender. 

The Club has provided the design information, which is a copy of the City of Winnipeg specifications.  The base work proposed will not be adequate to prevent heating of the asphalt surface in the future.  The sub-soils are very unstable and do not drain well.  The means of ensuring that the heaving does not take place in the future is to construct an extensive base that is well drained.  This work is too expensive for the Club, and it may be more feasible for the Club to reconstruct the surface every ten years or so.

The cost to the City will be in labour only, estimated 10 man-hours.  The Koko Platz Community Club is owned by the City and maintained by the community group.




97/00
Moved by: Councillor Allen

Seconded by: Councillor Tenszen

          RESOLVED THAT Council approve the request for Engineering services for the layout and inspection of the Koko Platz Community Club rink paving.

Carried.





DEFERRED BUSINESS:

None





OLD BUSINESS:



Councillor Quinn read a press release on the ongoing situations involving Mellco Development/Newton Enterprises, against the City.

NEW BUSINESS:



Councillor Brennan read a press release on the success of the first year of the Island of Lights, and offering a hint of what was to come in next year’s exhibit.



ADJOURNMENT:
98/00
Moved by: Councillor Brennan

Seconded by: Councillor Allen

           RESOLVED THAT the meeting adjourn at 6:18 p.m.

Carried.















_________________________          _________________________

Mayor                                               Manager of Administration

