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Portage la Prairie, Manitoba

May 23, 2000




Minutes of a Regular Meeting of Council held in the Council Chambers on Monday, May 23, 2000 at 6:02 p.m.



PRESENT:

Councillors Allen, Brennan, Hamilton, Porter and Quinn  with Mayor MacKenzie in the Chair.





ABSENT:

Councillor Tenszen





MINUTES OF MEETING:
148/00
Moved by: Councillor Allen

Seconded by: Councillor Quinn

         RESOLVED THAT the minutes of the Regular Meeting held on May 8th, 2000 be adopted as circulated.

Carried.





HEARINGS:  XE "Hearings:Halmarson, Doug & Janet - Variation" 

 XE "Hearings:Williams, Blake & Patricia - Variation" 

Variation: Doug & Janet Halmarson – 16 Crescent Road East







No one appeared and no objections were received.







Variation: Blake & Patricia Williams – 702 Cedar Bay







Pat Williams appeared, but did not speak before Council.  No objections were received.





DELEGATIONS:

None

CORRESPONDENCE:

The correspondence for this period was reviewed.





Finance, Legislative & Property Committee:

Your Worship:



The Finance. Legislative and Property Committee respectfully submit the following report:



Unpaid Water & Sewer to Taxes for April 2000 – By-Law No. 00-8063 XE "Taxes:Unpaid W&S to Taxes for April - By-Law 00-8063 - 2nd & 3rd Reading - Res. 149/00" 

 XE "By-Laws:Unpaid W&S to Taxes for April - By-Law 00-8063 - 2nd & 3rd Reading - Res. 149/00" 

This is part of the normal monthly procedure to allow unpaid water and sewer accounts to be added to property taxes.








149/00
Moved by: Councillor Quinn

Seconded by: Councilllor Hamilton

RESOLVED THAT By-Law No. 00-8063 being a by-law to authorize unpaid water and sewer charges be added to taxes be read a second time.

Carried.

RESOLVED THAT By-Law No. 00-8063 be read a third time, finally passed, signed and sealed.

Carried.



In Favour: Councillors Allen, Brennan, Hamilton, Porter, Quinn and Mayor MacKenzie.





False Alarm By-Law Amendment – By-Law No. 00-8061 XE "By-Laws:False Alarm By-Law Amendment - 00-8061 - 1st Reading" 

The False Alarm By-Law No. 7626 was adopted in 1994 to regulate and control burglary and robbery alarm systems by requiring False Alarm permits.

When a person who installs an alarm system fails to apply for a permit and the City of Portage la Prairie is made aware of this, the City sends a notice to the person advising them of the requirement for license, along with an application form.

Currently there is no fee for the license.  However, the By-Law is difficult to enforce as non-compliance results in costly court action.  As a means to enforce the by-law more effectively, it is recommended that an application fee of $50.00 be applied if the application for license is not made within 30 days of notice from the City.  The license fee would be subject to penalties and would enable the City to add this to taxes, if necessary.








150/00
Moved by: Councillor Quinn

Seconded by: Councillor Hamilton

         RESOLVED THAT the Fees & Charges By-Law No. 99-  8044 be amended accordingly.

         RESOLVED THAT By-Law No. 00-8061 being a by-law of the City of Portage la Prairie to amend the False Alarm By-Law No. 7626 be given first reading.

Carried.





Amendment to Fees & Charges By-Law – By-Law 00-8064 XE "By-Laws:Amendment to Fees & Charges By-Law - 00-8064 - 1st Reading - Res. 151/00" 

In keeping with the amendment to the False Alarm By-Law, Schedule “D” of the Fees and Charges By-Law is being amended to provide for a fee for alarm system owners who fail to apply for a permit within 30 days of notification by the City.

In addition to amending Schedule “D”, By-Law No. 00-8064 also adds a new clause to the Fees & Charges By-Law itself.  This new clause no. 8 provides the authority under The Municipal Act, L.M. 1996, c58 for the City to collect unpaid fees, charges and penalties “in the same manner as a tax”.




151/00
Moved by: Councillor Quinn

Seconded by: Councillor Hamilton

         RESOLVED THAT By-Law No. 00-8064, being a by-law of the City of Portage la Prairie to amend the Fees and Charges By-Law No. 99-8044, be now read a first time.



Carried.





Purchasing Tender Policy & By-Law Revision XE "By-Laws:Purchasing Tender Policy & By-Law Revision - 00-8062 - 1st Reading - Res. 152/00" 

 XE "Policies:Purchasing Tender Policy & By-Law Revision - 00-8062 - 1st Reading - Res. 152/00" 

The Purchasing policy and Tender policy were established in 1995, upon revision of the Purchasing By-Law No. 7719.

Currently, all tenders over $15,000 are approved by resolution of Council.  Tenders are procedural and Council previously adopts the expenditure item through budget approval and the tax levy.  By designating signing authority of the agreements that are a result of the tenders up to $50,000, and tenders for service agreements of up to two years, Council need not review each and every tender for the City of Portage la Prairie.  However, tenders over $50,000, items not included in the budget, and tenders for service agreements exceeding two years would require Council’s approval.

Also, members of Council and staff have expressed a desire to recognize the value of local suppliers involved in the purchasing efforts of the City.  The policy statements of the Tender Policy and the Purchasing Policy have been revised to include the following wording: “The City of Portage la Prairie recognizes the value of purchasing locally.  Local suppliers shall be encouraged to bid for products or services required by the City.”

The revised Tender Policy AC-AV also includes the requirement for tenders in the value of $100,000 for items and services and $250,000 for construction projects to be posted electronically, as legislated through MASH Annex 502.4.

Reference to the disposal of surplus or obsolete material has been revised in the policy to reflect the current practice.  Each Department is responsible for selling the material, either at public auction or as trade in, based on the best value for the City.




152/00
Moved by: Councillor Quinn

Seconded by: Councillor Hamilton



         RESOLVED THAT the Tender Policy #AC-AV and Purchasing Policy #AC-AW be amended accordingly; and

          RESOLVED THAT By-Law No. 00-8062 being a by-law of the City of Portage la Prairie to establish purchasing and spending authorities and to repeal By-Law 7719 be given first reading.

Carried.





Chamber of Commerce School Tax Task Force XE "Taxes:Chamber of Commerce School Tax Task Force - Decline Representative - Res. 153/00" 

The terms of reference for a school tax task force to be created by the Chamber of Commerce were reviewed by Committee.  The Task Force is to be composed of one representative from each of the Portage & District Chamber of Commerce, the Oakville Chamber of Commerce, the City, the RM and the School Division.

The mandate of the Task Force is “to conduct an assessment of all components related to school board funding” but does not include a “review or recommendation relating to the provincial funding formula”.  The majority of the School Board’s funding is from the Province.  The mandate also states that the Task Force is to “Provide recommendations to the manner in which revenues of the School Division may be increased.”  The Task Force is to be chaired by the Portage & District Chamber of Commerce representative and serves at the pleasure of the Chamber.

The School Division is a separately constituted local government body created by an Act of the legislature the same as the City of Portage la Prairie.  The School Division has duties and responsibilities in some respects similar to the City and includes the ability to raise property taxes to fund its operation.




153/00
Moved by: Councillor Quinn

Seconded by: Councillor Hamilton

         RESOVLED THAT the City of Portage la Prairie not appoint a representative to the Portage & District Chamber of Commerce School Tax Task Force.

Carried.





Monthly Activity Reports

Council reviewed the monthly activity reports for April, 2000.





Agreement for Services with Dakota Tipi First Nations XE "Agreements:Services with Dakota Tipi First Nations - Approval to submit for legal opnion - Res. 154/00" 

Council reviewed the Agreement for Services with Dakota Tipi First Nations Report in-camera




154/00
Moved by: Councillor Quinn

Seconded by: Councillor Hamilton

         RESOLVED THAT Administration draft up the terms of an agreement for services with Dakota Tipi First Nations for legal opinion and submit the agreement to Council for review and approval.

Carried.



Tax Sale Agreement XE "Taxes:Tax Sale Agreement - Res. 154/00" 

 XE "Policies:Tax Sale Agreement Policy AC-BA be adopted - Res. 155/00" 

Committee reviewed the Tax Sale Agreements report in-camera.  Tax Sale Agreements will allow a property owner an additional year to pay their property taxes in accordance with a payment schedule before the property is sold for unpaid property taxes.  The agreements provide that an initial payment of 25% of the outstanding taxes must be paid upon signing of the agreement.  In addition, there is a $100 administration fee payable to the City.




155/00
Moved by: Councillor Quinn

Seconded by: Councillor Hamilton


THAT Tax Sale Agreement Policy # AC-BA be adopted.


THAT Schedule “D” of the Fees and Charges By-Law No. 99-8044 be amended to read as follows:

1g)
Tax Sale agreement Administration Fee
$100

Carried.



RFP for Salary Review XE "Tenders/Requests for Proposals:Pommen & Associates - Salary Review - Res. 156/00" 

 XE "Personnel:Pommen & Associates - Salary Review - Res. 156/00" 

Council reviewed a report on the RFP for Salary Review in camera.






156/00
Moved by: Councillor Quinn

Seconded by: Councillor Hamilton

         RESOLVED THAT the Finance Committee accept the proposal from Pommen and Associates at a total cost of $35,713.00



Carried.



Ongoing Projects List

Committee reviewed the Ongoing Projects list in camera.





City Planning & Economic Development Committee

Your Worship:

The City Planning and Economic Development Committee respectfully submit the following report:





Application for Variation – Doug and Janet Halmarson XE "Variation:Halmarson, Doug & Janet - Res. 157/00" 

The applicants, Doug & Janet Halmarson, wish to construct an enclosed wraparound porch to the front and side of their house.  The property is in an R1 – Single Family Dwelling District.

This application has been circulated to various City Departments.  Public Notices were also sent to all property owners within a 100 meter radius with no objections received to date.  




157/00
Moved by: Councillor Brennan

Seconded by: Councillor Allen



         RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie approve the application of Douglas & Janet Halmarson, to vary the side yard requirement of 5 meters ( 17 feet) to 2.7 meters (8.85 feet) for the construction of a wraparound porch to the front and side of their home, at the location known as 16 Crescent Road East, and legally described as Lot 2, Block 2, Special Survey Plan No. 1998, PLTO in Parish Lots 64,65 & 66, Parish of Portage la Prairie.

Carried.



Application for Variation – Blake & Patricia Williams XE "Variation:Williams, Blake & Patricia - Res. 158/00" 

The applicants, Blake and Patricia Williams, wish to construct an attached garage to the north side of their house.  As this property is located on a corner lot, the zoning by-law requirement state that the outside corner lot shall be 12 feet.

The property is zoned R1 – Single Family Dwelling District.  Public Notices were sent to all property owners within a 100 meter radius with no objections received to date.




158/00
Moved by: Councillor Brennan

Seconded by: Councillor Allen

         RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie approve the application of Blake and Patricia Williams, to vary the side yard requirement of 3.6 meters (12 feet) to 1.5 meters (5 feet) for the construction of an attached garage, at the location known as 703 Cedar Bay, and legally described as Lot 20, Block 1, Plan No. 1741, PLTO in Parish Lot 68 Parish of Portage la Prairie, excepting all mines and minerals as set forth in Transfer 124102 PLTO.

Carried.



Monthly Activity Reports 

Council reviewed the monthly activity reports for April, 2000.





Sale of City Land – Towering Enterprises XE "Land:Towering Enterprises - Sale of City Land - Res. 159/00" 

Council reviewed the Sale of City Land to Towering Enterprises Ltd. in camera.






159/00
Moved by: Councillor Brennan

Seconded by: Councillor Allen

          RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie authorize the sale of 12.77 feet of the easterly portion of Lot 131, PL 66 to Towering Enterprises Ltd. for the total price of $4226.87 plus GST and further that Towering Enterprises Ltd. be responsible for any and all associated costs relating to the sale of this property.

Carried.





Public Safety Committee:

Your Worship:

The Public Safety Committee respectfully submits the following report:





Community Policing Committee – 2000 Goals & Objectives – For Information Only XE "Community Policing Committee:CPC 2000 Goals & Objectives - FIO" 

 XE "Community Policing Committee:HEATT Press Release - FIO" 

Council reviewed the 2000 Goals & Objectives adopted by the Portage la Prairie Community Policing Committee.  





H.E.A.T.T. Press Release

Councillor Porter read a press release about H.E.A.T.T. (Help Eliminate Auto and Truck Theft). This program is designed to offer information to encourage people to reduce the risks of auto crime.





Rewards for Damages to City Property XE "Policies:Rewards for Damages to City Property - Policy CL=AU Res. 160/00" 

 XE "Public Safety:Rewards for Damages to City Property - Policy CL=AU Res. 160/00" 

The proposed policy provides for a reward of up to $500 for any one incident that leads to the arrest and conviction of any person or persons found responsible for damaging City property.  The Committee that would determine what the award should be is to be made up of the Public Safety Committee and the Commanding Officer of the City RCMP detachment or his designate.




160/00
Moved by: Councillor Porter

Seconded by: Councillor Hamilton

          RESOLVED THAT Policy CL-AU to provide for rewards for information leading to the arrest and conviction of any person damaging and vandalizing City property be approved.

Carried.





Monthly Activity Reports

Council reviewed the monthly activity reports for April, 2000.





Water works Committee:

Your Worship:





The Waterworks Committee respectfully submits the following report:





Watermain Easement – Yellowquill School XE "Agreements:Watermain Easement - Yellowquill School - Res. 161/00" 

 XE "Easements:Watermain Easement - Yellowquill School - Res. 161/00" 

The City of Portage la Prairie is responsible for providing water services to the citizens of Portage la Prairie.  In order to connect the feedermain to the distribution system, the City requires that a 300 mm diameter watermain be installed across property owned by the Portage la Prairie School Division No. 24, and located at Yellowquill School.

The Portage la Prairie School Division has reviewed the easement agreement and has no concerns with it.




161/00
Moved by: Councillor Hamilton

Seconded by: Councillor Porter

         RESOLVED THAT Council of the City of Portage la Prairie authorize the Mayor and Manager of Administration to sign an agreement with the Portage la Prairie School Division No. 24 approving an easement over property located at Yellowquill School and legally described as “at Portage la Prairie, and being all that portion of RL 53 of the Parish of Portage la Prairie which lies south of the southern limits of the public road and right of way of the Canadian Northern Railway as shown on plans filed and registered in the Portage la Prairie Land Titles Office as No. 393 and 327 respectively and north on the northern limits of public roads as shown on plans registered in said Office as No. 303 and 417 respectively.”

Carried.





Lead Service Lines XE "Water Treatment Plant:Lead Service Lines - Approval to hire someone to do inventory - Res. 162/000" 

 XE "Personnel:Lead Service Lines - Approval to hire someone to do inventory - Res. 162/000" 

The City has minimal inventory records for lead water service connections.  The public health order states that the City is required to develop and maintain an inventory of lead services.  It is likely most useful to conduct an inventory immediately and develop a program from that point, rather than conducting year by year inventories for different areas of the City.  If the City decides to implement a program for the replacement of lead service lines, a long-term plan can then be developed from this inventory.

The informational brochure that was sent out in late April requested homeowners to call the Operations Department if they believed they had a lead services.  As of May 1, 2000, there were only about 15 inquiries.

It is expected that one person will be required for about six to eight months at half time to inspect about 1500 to 2000 homes.




162/00
Moved by: Councillor Hamilton

Seconded by: Councillor Porter



         RESOLVED THAT a half time water meter inspector position be created for a term of up to eight months, as required, in order to conduct an inventory of lead water service lines.

Carried.



MWSB Funding Agreement

Since there has been no word from the Manitoba Water Services Board, Council tabled this item to the next Council meeting.





Monthly Activity Reports

Council reviewed the monthly activity reports for April, 2000.





Transportation Committee

Your Worship:

The Transportation Committee respectfully submits the following report:





Traffic By-Law Amendments re: School Bus Zones – By-Law No. 00-8053 – 2nd & 3rd Reading. XE "By-Laws:Traffic By-Law Amendment-re: School Bus Zones - By-Law 00-8053 2nd & 3rd Reading - Res 164/00" 

Section 90(1) of the Highway Traffic Act gives the municipality the power to make by-laws dealing with the parking, standing or stopping of vehicles, obstruction of traffic, and loading zones and bus stops.  Our legal adviser has indicated that we can make a higher penalty for these tickets.  Towing is included in the by-law as an added alternative.

By-Law No. 00-8053 amending the Traffic By-Law to establish school bus zones in the City was given first reading on March 13th and forwarded to the School Division for comments.  The School Division has requested standardized no parking times from 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. and from 3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.






164/00
Moved by: Councillor Quinn

Seconded by: Councillor Brennan



        RESOLVED THAT By-Law No. 00-8053 being a by-law to amend the City of Portage la Prairie Traffic By-Law No. 6897 with regard to school bus zones, having been read a first time on March 13th, 2000, be amended in clause 7 C b) to state “during the hours 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. and from 3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.”

THAT By-Law No. 00-8053, as amended, be now read a second time.

Carried.

THAT By-Law No. 00-8053 be now read a third time, finally passed, signed and sealed.

Carried.

AND FURTHER THAT the following signs be posted in the appropriate places at these four schools:

· North Memorial School – on 4th Street for Special Needs Pick Up

· Portage Collegiate Institute – on 4th Street W.

· Prince Charles School – on 4th Street W. facing school

· Victoria School – on the east side of the school ( for school buses and day care vans)

AND FURTHER THAT the No Parking signs on the West and South side of Victoria School be removed.

Carried.



5th Street SE and Crescent Road Intersection XE "Streets and Roads:Traffic Control Structure -5th Street SE & Crescent Road - Res. 163/00" 

The Department of Highways has indicated they will install temporary structures and analyze the performance of the intersection of 5th Street SE and Crescent Road prior to the installation of traffic signals.

The temporary structures will consist of low-profile islands and signage.




165/00
Moved by: Councillor Quinn

Seconded by: Councillor Brennan



         RESOLVED THAT Council authorize the Manitoba Department of Highways and Transportation to install temporary traffic control structures at the intersection of 5th Street SE and Crescent Road East.

Carried.





Award of Tender – 2000 Paving Contract XE "Tenders/Requests for Proposals:Award of Tender - 2000 Paving Contract - Bituminex - Res. 166/00" 

The tender for the 2000 Paving Contract was advertised in both the Winnipeg Free Press and The Daily Graphic.  The tender closed and bids were opened on Tuesday, May 2, 2000.  The tender included paving overlays, Park Drive road construction, Fire Hall parking lot paving, Water Treatment loading ramp, Koko Platz rink paving and Operations parking lot paving.

The following tenders were received:

· Bituminex Ltd. 


$456,611.80

· Borland Construction Ltd.
             $475,327.17

· Riverside Gravel Ltd.

$482,449.50

· C&B Stirling Enterprises Ltd.
$484,849.00

· Maple Leaf Construction Ltd.
$489,866.25

· Mulder Construction Ltd. 

$594,526.24

The tendered price for overlays ($304,594), is $94 over the total budget of  $304,500.  This assumes grant in aid funding for Dickens Avenue, Crescent Road and Seventh Avenue in the amount of $39,500 is approved.

The tendered price for Park Drive ($110,704.88) does not include the price of purchasing the filter cloth, estimated $10,000, which will be installed.  The total estimated construction cost, ($123,704.88) is less than the $130,000 budgeted for this project.

The City of Portage la Prairie does not have a financial obligation for the Koko Platz Rink.  The City of Portage will provide engineering services only for this project.




166/00
Moved by: Councillor Quinn

Seconded by: Councillor Brennan

         RESOLVED THAT the City of Portage la Prairie award the tender for the 2000 Pavement Contract, as specified in tender 00-PT-008, to Bituminex Ltd. for the tendered price of $456,611.80, including taxes.

Carried.



Monthly Activity Reports

Committee reviewed the monthly activity reports for April, 2000.  Councillor Tenszen noted that the pedestrian corridor at 9th Street East should be installed in September.







Community Services Committee

Your Worship:



The Community Services Committee respectfully submits the following reporst:





Arena Sound System XE "Arena:Arena Sound System -Advance Electronics approval - Res. 167/00" 

The Arena sound system has been a source of complaint from various user groups.  The system was evaluated by an audio technician from Advance Electronics who suggested several upgrades at a total cost of $8,602.28.

Two quotes have been received for the work.  Advance Electronics proposes to  supply, install and set up the speaker system with the use of a computer and software program to optimize the sound system, at a cost of $8602.28. A/V Electronics submitted a quote of $8,310.60.  They do not have computer equipment to optimize the system.




167/00
Moved by: Councillor Allen

Seconded by: Councillor Brennan



         RESOLVED THAT the bid from Advance Electronics to supply, install and set up the speaker system at the east arena including the use of a computer software program to optimize the sound system at a cost of $8,602.28 be accepted.

Carried.





Monthly Activity Reports

Council reviewed the monthly activity reports for April, 2000.





Portage Men’s Fastball XE "Community Event Permit:Portage Men's Fastball - Res. 168/00" 

The Portage Men’s Fastball are hosting a Fastball Tournament on June 3rd and 4th, 2000.  They have requested that the City of Portage la Prairie allow them to obtain a liquor permit at the Republic Park for this event.  The Manitoba Liquor Control Commission requires authorization from the City of Portage la Prairie, as owners of the facility, before issuing a liquor permit to the Portage Men’s Fastball.




168/00
Moved by: Councillor Allen

Seconded by: Councillor Brennan



THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie approve the request by the Portage Men’s Fastball to obtain a liquor permit at the Republic Park for June 3rd and 4th, 2000.

Carried.



DEFERRED BUSINESS:

None





OLD BUSINESS:



None

Committee reviewed the 2000 Tax Levy By-Law Speech in-camera.



NEW BUSINESS:

None





ADJOURNMENT:
169/00
Moved by: Councillor 

Seconded by: Councillor 

           RESOLVED THAT the meeting adjourn at 6:45 p.m.

Carried.















_________________________          _________________________

Mayor                                               Manager of Administration

