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Portage la Prairie, MB

November 14, 2000




Minutes of a Regular Meeting of Council held in the Council Chambers of City Hall on,                              

 November 14th, 2000 at  6:00 p.m.





PRESENT:

Present:  Councillors Allen, Hamilton, Porter, Quinn, Tenszen with Deputy Ken Brennan in the Chair.





ABSENT:

Mayor Ian MacKenzie





ADOPTION OF MINUTES:
 310/00
Moved by Councillor Hamilton 

Seconded by Councillor Allen

RESOLVED THAT the Minutes of a Regular Meeting of Council held in the Council Chambers of City Hall on October 23, 2000 at 6:00 p.m. and the minutes of a Special Meeting of Council held on November 2, 2000 at 12:00 noon, be approved as circulated.

Carried.





HEARINGS: XE "Hearings:Tom McLean -Variation CP-34/00" 

 XE "Variation:Tom McLean File CP34/00" 

Tom McLean Variation, File CP-34/00 – no one appeared and no objections were received.





DELEGATIONS:

None





CORRESPONDENCE:
The correspondence for this period was reviewed.





COMMITTEE REPORTS






Finance, Legislative & Property Committee
Your Worship, your Finance, Legislative and Property Committee respectfully submits the following report:





Unpaid Water & Sewer to Taxes for October, 2000 – By-Law 00-8079 – 1st Reading XE "By-Laws:Unpaid Water & Sewer for Oct/00 BL 00-8079 -1st read Res 311/00" 

 XE "Taxes:Unpaid Water & Sewer to Taxes for Oct./00 BL 00-8079 - 1st read Res 311/00" 


This is part of the normal monthly procedure to allow unpaid water and sewer accounts to be added to property taxes.




           311/00
Moved by :  Councillor Quinn

Seconded by:  Councillor Hamilton

     RESOLVED THAT By-Law No. 00-8079 being a by-law to authorize unpaid water and sewer charges be added to taxes be read a first time.

Carried.







Fees and Charges By-Law No. 00-8078  - 1st Reading XE "By-Laws:Fees & Charges BL 00-8078 - 1st read Res 312/00" 
Marg
           312/00
The Fees and Charges By-Law is compilation of all fees collected by the various departments within the City. As a matter of practice, this by-law is updated annually to reflect the changes. This new by-law is scheduled to become effective on January 1, 2001.

Changes to the 2000 Fees and Charges Schedules include:

A. Public Safety:

Although there are no monetary changes in the Public Safety fees and charges, there are some new responsibilities listed. Animal Control, Traffic By-Law and Derelict Vehicle fees and charges have been moved to Public Safety from the Economic and Community Development Department, as a result of these functions being taken over by the Fire Department.

B.    Operations:

The following changes were made to the general fees and charges for the Operations Department:

1. b)solid waste pick up for multi-family dwellings was changed from a set fee to read “per contract”.

6. A fee has been established for the trimming or removal of trees, hedges or shrubs, and is set at $50.00 per hour. Minimum charge is for one hour.

10. Equipment Rental

      Rates for equipment rental as shown as being increased by 10%. 

      Labour costs and Overhead on Labour have also increased by the 

      Consumer Price Index (2.2%). The increase is the result of rising

      fuel costs.

C. Economic and Community Development

Arena, pool and athletic field rates are up by 3%. All other fees and charges have remained the same.

D. Finance and Administration

No changes.

Moved by: Councillor Quinn

Seconded by:  Councillor Hamilton

     RESOLVED THAT Council of the City of Portage la Prairie approve the Fees and Charges schedules for the Year 2001 by giving By-Law No.00-8078 first reading.

Carried.





2001 Property Tax Discount Rate By-Law No. 00-8077 – 2nd  and 3rd  Reading. XE "By-Laws:2001 Property Tax Discount Rate By-Law 00-8077 2nd & 3rd read Res. 313/00" 

 XE "Taxes:2001 Property Tax Discount Rate By-Law 00-8077 2nd & 3rd read Res 313/00" 

On October 23rd, Council gave first reading to By-Law 00-8077 which provides for the payment of taxes by installment and sets rates for discount for prepayment of taxes.

It is proposed that the tax discount rate be increased to 2.7% in January, decreasing by .45% per month to reach par in July. This would provide an effective annual rate of 5.4%.





Nettie
           313/00
Moved by:  Councillor Quinn

Seconded by:  Councillor Hamilton

     RESOLVED THAT By-Law No.00-8077 to be read a second time.

Carried.

     THAT By-Law No. 00-8077 be read a third time, passed and sealed.

Carried.

In Favour:  Councillor Allen,  Hamilton, Porter, Quinn, Tenszen and Deputy Mayor Brennan.     





Publishing Parking Ticket Information XE "Parking Ticket:Publishing Parking Ticket Information Res 314/00" 

According to the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, which applies to all public bodies, personal information must be protected. Therefore, in order to publicize the outstanding amount, a person must be notified in advance of this consequence.



In 1998, Council authorized the cancellation of outstanding parking tickets dated prior to 1994. In the same year, policy AC-AZ was established to outline the collection approaches to take at various stages of outstanding payments. This policy includes the requirement for Council to write off accounts over $100 but less than $500 at their discretion. Uncollected accounts over $500, if feasible, will be turned over to the City of Portage la Prairie’s lawyer to begin legal action.



A list of outstanding parking tickets dated 1997 and earlier in amounts over $100 has been complied. Statements for outstanding parking tickets are sent out in accordance with our collection policy after 30 days and 60 days from the date of violation. The collection agency receives the outstanding parking tickets after 90 days to commence alternative collection efforts.







Moved by:  Councillor Quinn



Seconded by:  Councillor Hamilton

Nettie/Marg
           314/00
     RESOLVED THAT the Account Collection Policy AC-AZ  be revised to include the procedure to semi-annually publish outstanding parking ticket information over $100 and over 60 days with proper notification as part of the collection procedures and



     THAT the list of outstanding parking tickets for 1997 and earlier be published after notification is made to the affected violators.

Carried.

















City Planning & Economic Development

Your Worship, your City Planning and Economic Development Committee respectfully submits the following report





Application for Extension to Variation – Thomas W.McLean –CP-34/00 XE "Variation:Application for Extension to Variation - Thomas W.McLean CP-34/00 Res 315/00" 

The applicant, Thomas W. McLean is requesting a renewal to his original variation request. The property is located in a restricted R1 – Single Family Dwelling District and was initially approved by Council on December 13th, 1999. Section 55(13) of the Planning Act states: “ A variation order made under subsection (8) shall expire and cease to have any effect if it is not acted upon within 12 months from the date it was made, unless it is renewed before the expiry date at the discretion of council for an additional period not exceeding 12 months.”





Dean

Since the time for extension approval has not lapsed, there is no problem with recommending approval of this request. This application has been previously circulated to various City Departments and public notices were also sent to all property owners within a 100 meter (330 foot) radius with no objections received.






           315/00
Moved by:  Councillor Brennan

Seconded by:  Councillor Allen

     RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie approve the application for extension of the original Variation Order No. CP-21/99, dated December 13th, 1999, of Thomas W. McLean to vary the front & side yard requirements for the property located at 237 Portage Avenue and legally described as:  Lot 3, Block 14, S.S. Plan 21428, P.L.T.O., in River Lots 64 to 68, Parish of Portage la Prairie, as described in said order, to December 13th, 2001.

Carried.





Transportation Committee

Your Worship, your Transportation Committee respectfully submits the following report





LaVerendrye School Bus Zone

The School Division has indicated they are having a problem with cars parking in the bus loop at LaVerendrye School, and that the buses are having difficulty getting into the bus loop as well as getting out.





Kelly/Marg


           316/00


They have requested a 30 meter bus zone be established on the north side of 7th Avenue west of the bus loop. Presently, there is no parking on the north side of 7th Avenue, and parking is permitted on the south side. Similar bus zones have been established on residential streets such as 4th St. S.W. and 6th St. S.E. The school will be changing their bus loop to make it safer for parents to drop off their children.

The Traffic By-Law states that no parking is permitted in a bus zone on weekdays from 8:30 am to 9:30 am and 3:00 pm to 4:30 pm. If a bus zone is permitted, the “no parking zone” should be maintained for all other vehicles at all times.

Moved by:  Councillor Tenszen

Seconded by:  Councillor Quinn

    RESOLVED THAT Council authorize the City to establish a bus zone, as defined by the Traffic By-Law No. 6897, on the north side of 7th Avenue at LaVerendrye School from the west driveway egress to a point 30 meters to the west.

Carried.





Community Services Committee

Your Worship, your Community Services Committee respectfully submits the following report





Teen Warehouse, Youth Drop-In Statistics – for information only.

The Teen Warehouse Youth Drop-In was a success this year and accomplished increased youth attendance, organization of new and creative events and connection with the youth.



The Drop-In ran June 16, 17, 23 and 24th, 2000 to give the program exposure while kids were still in school. The regular program began July 4 to August 25, 2000. The weekly attendance this year went up over 70 repeat visits. Although male numbers remained about the same, female numbers jumped from 199 girls in 1999 to over 219 girls attending in 2000.







Generally speaking, the program was a success and meets an identified need for our youth in terms of providing a safe recreational-based alternative. Youth Drop-In Co-ordinator Karen Bowser and her staff, Tara Pettinger and Scott McDougall are to be commended for a job well done.





DEFERRED BUSINESS

None





OLD BUSINESS:







Salaries – Management and City Manager By-Law 00-8081 –2nd and 3rd Readings.
     
At the Council meeting on October 23, 2000, Council gave first reading to a by-law approving salary rates for Management and the City Manager for the years 2000 – 2001, and establishing a salary range for each of those positions. The by-law also introduces a performance pay system for Management and Confidential employees and the City Manager. Under this by-law, Council salaries will increase effective after the next election in October 2002.

Since first reading of the by-law, Council has determined that the salary for the Deputy Fire Chief should be moved up one step in the range.







Moved by:  Councillor Quinn

Seconded by:  Councillor Hamilton


         
     RESOLVED THAT By-Law No.00-8081 being a by-law to establish salaries for Management and Confidential Employees and the City Manager for the years 2000 and 2001, be now read a second time, as amended in Schedule “A”.





Dale
         317/00
      THAT By-Law No. 00-8081 be now read a third time, finally passed, signed and sealed.

Carried.



In Favour:  Councillors Allen, Hamilton, Porter, Quinn, Tenszen and Deputy Mayor Ken Brennan.





NEW BUSINESS

Councillor Quinn offered congratulations to Nettie Neudorf for winning the Grant Kirkup and Company Leadership Award for her accomplishments in the Certified General Accounting course.





ADJOURNMENT




         318/00
Moved by Councillor  Hamilton

Seconded by Councillor Tenszen

     RESOLVED THAT the meeting be adjourned at 6:25 p.m.







________________________
        ________________________

Mayor




Manager of Administration
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