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Portage la Prairie, MB

October 10, 2000








Minutes of a Regular Meeting held in the Council Chambers of City Hall on Tuesday, October 10, 2000 at  6:08 p.m.





PRESENT:

Present:  Councillors Allan, Brennan, Hamilton, Porter, Quinn, Tenszen, with Mayor Ian MacKenzie in the Chair.





ABSENT:







ADOPTION OF MINUTES:
 286/00
Moved by Councillor  Allen

Seconded by Councillor Quinn

     RESOLVED THAT the Minutes of a Regular Meeting of Council held in the Council Chambers of City Hall on Monday, September 25th be approved as circulated.

Carried.





HEARINGS:

None







DELEGATIONS:

None





CORRESPONDENCE:
The correspondence for this period was reviewed.





COMMITTEE REPORTS






Finance, Legislative & Property Committee
Your Worship, your Finance, Legislative and Property Committee respectfully submits the following report:





Tax Installment & Payment Plan By-Law 00-8075– 2nd 

and 3rd reading XE "Taxes" 

 XE "By-Laws:Tax Installment & Payment PLan By-Law 00-8075-2nd & 3rd reading. Res.#287/00" 

 XE "Taxes:Tax Installment & Payment Plan By-law 00-8075-2nd & 3rd reading Res.#287/00" 


The City of Portage la Prairie is preparing to offer customers the option to make tax payments from their bank account. Participants are able to spread out their tax payments over 12 months versus one annual payment. These payments are withdrawn automatically from their bank account.

This plan benefits both the City and the taxpayer in cash planning. Applications will be received until March 15th of each year for Tax Installment and Payment Plan enrolment.

Advertising TIPP is planned to start immediately after final reading of the Tax Installment Payment Plan By-Law for deductions to start 2001. A notice will be placed in the Citizens Info Page and pamphlets will be distributed to each home within the city. By-Law No. 00-8075 was given first reading on September 11/00.






287/00
Moved by:  Councillor Quinn  

Seconded by:  Councillor Hamilton

     RESOLVED THAT By-Law No. 00-8075 being a by-law for the Tax Installment Payment Plan be read a second time.

Carried.

     THAT By-Law No. 00-8075 be now read a third time, finally passed, signed and sealed.

Carried.

For:  Councillors Allen, Brennan, Hamilton, Porter, Quinn, Tenszen and Mayor MacKenzie.





Unpaid Water & Sewer to Taxes for September, 2000 By-Law No.00-8076-1streading. XE "By-Laws:Unpaid Water & Sewer to Taxes for Sept./00 By-law 00-8076-1st reading.Res.#288/00" \b 

 XE "Taxes:Unpaid Water & Sewer to Taxes for Sept/00 By-Law 00-8076-1st reading.Res.#288/00" \b 


This is part of the normal monthly procedure to allow unpaid water and sewer accounts to be added to property taxes.




288/00
Moved by :  Councillor Quinn

Seconded by:  Councillor Hamilton

     RESOLVED THAT By-Law No. 00-8076 being a by-law to authorize unpaid water and sewer charges be added to taxes be read a first time.

Carried.

November/December Council Meeting Schedule XE "Council:Council Meeting Schedule Nov/Dec/00. Res.#289/00" \b 

Because of the AMM Convention being held in November, and the Christmas season in December, Council reviewed a report to amend the Council/Committee meetings schedule for November and December, 2000.






289/00
Moved by:  Councillor Quinn

Seconded by:  Councillor Hamilton

     RESOLVED THAT Council/Committee meeting for November 27, 2000 be cancelled to allow members of Council to attend the Association of Manitoba Municipalities annual convention and that the December 25th, 2000 Council/Committee meeting be cancelled.

Carried.



              

City/RM Property Tax Sharing

Council discussed in camera a report on property tax sharing between the City and the Rural Municipality.







Pommen report

Council discussed the Pommen Report in camera.





 Public Safety Committee

Your Worship, your Public Safety Committee respectfully submits the following report





Crime Prevention Report for July/August 2000 –for information only.

Council reviewed the Crime Prevention Report for July/August, 2000.







Safety Concerns – for information only.

Committee heard a delegation from a group of residents from the 500 block on 6thStreet N.E., with Patti Hiebert as the spokeswomen. They brought to Council their anxiety about the increase in break ins and vandalism in the recent past. Their concerns centered on a section of bush that they believe has been a shelter for those responsible for the misdeeds and requested that the City clean out the bush, making it more visibly open and less likely to be used for such purposes. Council agreed to this request and instructed Operations to take a look at it.

Additional Information:  The Operations Department has since reviewed property ownership of the area in question, and it appears that is belongs to CP Rail. Operations will contact CPR to request that they clear out the undergrowth.





Block Parent Program – for information only.

Councillor Brennan suggested that a letter of appreciation from the Community Policing Committee be sent to the Toronto Dominion Bank for their fundraising activities for the Block Parent Program.





Transportation Committee

Your Worship, your Transportation Committee respectfully submits the following report:





Recycling

Mayor MacKenzie advised he had received a report on recycling that listed Portage la Prairie as receiving an A+ for recycling 59kg per person last year.





Community Services Committee

Your Worship, your Community Services Committee respectfully submits the following report




Upgrade of Ball Diamonds XE "Community Services:Upgrade of Ball Diamonds.Res.#290/00" \b 


A delegation was heard from Bruce Jamieson who, on behalf of the Ad Hoc Committee for Fastball Facilities, approached Council about upgrading the fast ball and softball facilities in the Republic of Manitoba Park that would include at least two diamonds with lights. The Committee has made recommendations concerning the location of the diamonds, how they were to be built, and how they would be funded. Mr. Jamieson anticipates funding from corporate sponsorships, fundraising and grants for a total of $110,000, requesting a matching grant from the City of Portage la Prairie. 






290/00
Moved by:  Councillor Allen 

Seconded by:  Councillor Tenszen

     RESOLVED THAT the City of Portage la Prairie provide up to $8,000 in funding to the Ad Hoc Committee for Fastball Facilities for the preparation of a conceptual design to upgrade the baseball facilities. This funding will form part of the City’s share of the total funding for the upgrade of the ball diamond project.

Carried.





Crescent Lake Weed Control XE "Crescent Lake:Crescent Lake Weed Control Res.#291/00" \b 

Lake level manipulation has been shown to have some effect on controlling weed growth in lakes and ponds. Lowering a lake in fall to allow freezing in winter tends to kill some aquatic plants or at least slow their regrowth. Allowing weed growth to start on the lake shore and then flooding the area will also kill certain types of shoreline growth weeds.

The lake would be lowered in late fall just before freeze-up. This should have limited impact on winter use of the lake, since there will still be ice forming in the central part of the lake.






291/00
Moved by:  Councillor Allen

Seconded by:  Councillor Tenszen

     RESOLVED THAT Council authorize the lowering of Crescent Lake by Approximately 0.6 meters to 0.9 meters (two to three feet) as a trial method of weed control.

Carried.





Southside Community Club XE "Southside Community Club:Southside Community Club Facility Res.#292/00" 

The Southside Community Facility as it currently exists puts the City in a position of liability due to poor state of repair.

The property has value for future residential development and this type of use would fit into the general character of the neighbourhood. The City has had inquiries as to the availability of the property from a developer in the past and in all likelihood, the property could be offered to the public for sale with a reasonable rate of return given the proximity of the property to the downtown area and Island Park. There have been no funds allocated in the 2000 budget for the development of this property.






292/00
Moved by:  Councillor Allen

Seconded by:  Councillor Tenszen

     RESOLVED THAT Council authorize Administration to sell the Southside property and place the net proceeds in Recreation Reserve.

Carried.



DEFERRED BUSINESS:

NONE





OLD BUSINESS:

NONE





NEW BUSINESS: XE "Easements:E.F.Moon Const.Ltd. -IGA Access Res.#293/00" 

 XE "Tenders:Award of Tender - E.F.Moon Construction Ltd. Res.#293/00" 

The City now owns the property west of IGA formerly owned by the Department of Highways. This provides an opportunity for an access road to be built to service the Highways property and the IGA property and line it up with the streetlights at Elm Street on Saskatchewan Avenue. City Council previously indicated a desire to have the access road built and the property sold with the access road constructed. The access road is in effect, a driveway servicing the Highways property and the property owned by Shindico, which has the IGA and Boston Pizza located on it.

Shindico has agreed to cost share on a  50/50 basis with the City the construction of the access road. Caveats are to be registered on the former Highways and Shindico properties to provide that the property owner will be responsible for future maintenance of the access road. The cost of construction of the access road is estimated to be $90,000 to be cost shared 50/50 between the City and Shindico. The Operations Department is in the process of obtained prices for construction of the road to be done this fall with paving either this fall or spring of 2001, depending on the weather.

The work in the tender includes construction of the road base, 15 inches in depth. The road work would be completed in 2001. If the weather cooperates, the final 3 inches of gravel road base and a first lift of asphalt could be completed this fall, at an estimated cost of $19,000. Manitoba Highways strongly advise the City to install the first lift of asphalt so that they can install their signal actuator loops in the pavement this year. They have indicated that leaving the road unpaved will result in maintenance problems this winter and next spring as well as making it more difficult for set up of the signals. The final lift of payment to be completed under the 2001 paving contract, is expected to cost about $12,000.00.






293/00
Moved by:  Councillor Tenszen

Seconded by:  Councillor Quinn

RESOLVED THAT the Mayor and Manager of Administration be authorized to sign the easement agreement between the City of Portage la Prairie and 3177701 Manitoba Limited for the purpose of constructing and maintaining an access road north of Elm Street.

AND THAT E.F. Moon Construction be hired to construct:

1. The road base for the roadway access on the former Department of Highways property north of Elm Street at a cost, including GST, of $35,818.65; and

2. The final 3 inches of road base and a first lift of asphalt at a cost not to exceed $20,000.





Award of Tender – Landfill Operation XE "Tenders:Award of Tender Landfill Operation -E.F.Moon Consruction Ltd. Res.#294/00" 


The tender for the Operation of the Landfill for a two year period. The tender was advertised in the Daily Graphic. The tender closed and the bids were opened publicly on September 28, 2000 at 2:00 p.m.

Two 2-year bids were received:                                                                                

     a) E.F. Moon Construction          $338,300.00

     b) Garhmam Excavators Ltd.      $380,920.08

The work includes operation of the landfill site for a 2-year period from November 1, 2000 to October 31, 2002. The current budget is $149,700, net of GST rebate, ($155,514 with 7% GST) per year. The low tender is $169,150 including 7% GST, (162,827 net of GST rebate) per year, which will represent an annual increase of $13,127, or 8.8%. Some of this increase can be attributed to the increase in fuel costs. Also this tender requires the use of a steel-wheeled landfill compactor and a loader, instead of a tracked bulldozer as in previous contracts.








294/00
Moved by:  Councillor Tenszen

Seconded by:  Councillor Quinn

     RESOLVED THAT the contract for the operation of the landfill for a two year period, as specified in tender 00-OPS-024, be awarded to E.F. Moon Construction Ltd. at the tendered price of $338,300.00 including GST.

Carried.





ADJOURNMENT
295/00
Moved by Councillor Brennan  

Seconded by Councillor Hamilton 

RESOLVED THAT the meeting be adjourned at 6:29 p.m.







________________________
        ________________________

Mayor




Manager of Administration
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