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Portage la Prairie, MB

September 25, 2000




Minutes of a Regular Meeting held in the Council Chambers of City Hall on Monday, September 25, 2000 at 6:01 p.m.





PRESENT:

Present:  Councillors Allan, Brennan, Hamilton, Porter, Quinn, with Mayor Ian MacKenzie in the Chair.





ABSENT:

Councillor Tenszen





ADOPTION OF MINUTES:
   276/00
Moved by Councillor  Allen

Seconded by Councillor Quinn

     RESOLVED THAT the Minutes of a Regular Meeting of Council held in the Council Chambers of City Hall on Monday, September 11, 2000 at 6:02     p.m. be approved as circulated.

Carried.





HEARINGS:

Variation – City of Portage la Prairie

No one appeared and no written objections were received.

Variation – Madsen Bros. Ltd.

Peter Madsen was in attendance but did not speak. No objections were received.





DELEGATIONS:

None





CORRESPONDENCE:
The correspondence for this period was reviewed.





COMMITTEE REPORTS






Finance, Legislative & Property Committee
Your Worship, your Finance, Legislative and Property Committee respectfully submits the following report:





Unpaid Water & Sewer to Taxes for September, 2000 – By-Law 00-8074 – 2nd & 3rd  reading 

This is part of the normal monthly procedure to allow unpaid water and sewer accounts to be added to property taxes.

Shirley/June
277/00
Moved by Councillor Quinn

Seconded by Councillor Hamilton


RESOLVED THAT By-Law No. 00-8074 being a by-law to authorize unpaid water and sewer charges be added to taxes be read a second time.

Carried.







      RESOLVED THAT By-Law No.  00-8074 be now read a third time, finally passed, signed and sealed.

Carried.





RFP Banking Services

The City of Portage la Prairie’s banking services with the Bank of Montreal expires December 31, 2000. Requests for proposals were sent out to all six financial institutions that have branches within the City. The main basis of evaluation was the rate of interest offered to be paid on the City’s bank accounts. The highest interest rate received was for prime less 1.75% from the Bank of Montreal.

The RFP’s also called for costing for electronic banking services. The Bank of Montreal proposed to waive all charges for these services. Other financial institutions charged a fee. 

The Bank of Montreal offered the highest interest rate with no costs for additional services.



Nettie
278/00
Moved by Councillor Quinn

Seconded by Councillor Hamilton

     RESOLVED THAT the Bank of Montreal be awarded the contract to provide banking services for the City of Portage la Prairie for the period January 1, 2001 to December 31, 2005;

 AND THAT the Mayor and Manager of Administration be authorized to sign the agreement.

Carrried.







Tax Installment & Payment Plan (TIPP) By-Law 00-8075 – 1st reading

The City of Portage la Prairie is preparing to offer to the public the option to make tax payments from their bank accounts. Participants will be able to spread out their tax payments over 12 months versus one annual payment. These payments will be withdrawn automatically from their bank accounts. This service benefits the City through receipt of funds in advance, and makes cash planning easier since the payments are spread evenly throughout the year.

Applications will be received until March 15 each year for TIPP enrolment. It is anticipated that the increased workload for the staff will be offset by less computer activity in July and fewer batch payments for banks who pay on behalf of their clients and more people join the plan.

The Bank of Montreal provides the service for direct withdrawal of funds at no cost to the City. The testing of the program will be complete by October. Advertising TIPP will begin in October for deductions to start in 2001.





Nettie
279/00
Moved by Councillor Quinn
Seconded by Councillor Hamilton

     RESOLVED THAT By-Law No. 00-8075 being a by–law to provide for the payment of realty taxes through an installment payment plan be now read a first time.

Carried.





Mellco/Newton Update – for information only



Committee was updated in camera on the status of the lawsuit.







2001 Budget Timeline –Information only

Committee reviewed in camera a tentative budget schedule.







New Council System – for information only

Committee reviewed in camera the new system of holding Council and Committee meetings on the same evenings.





Monthly Activity Report for August – for information only

Council reviewed the monthly Activity Report for August, 2000.





Current Projects List – for information only

Committee reviewed in camera the Current Projects List for August, 2000.





City Planning & Economic Development

Your Worship, your City Planning and Economic Development Committee respectfully submits the following report:





Application for Variation – City of Portage la Prairie (Prince Avenue) – CP-26/00

The City of Portage la Prairie wishes to apply for a variation for the residual parcel, 37.23 feet that has occurred as a result of the sale of 12.77 feet of property from Lot 131 to Towering Enterprises. One of the conditions of the subdivision of this property is that a variation order be obtained by the City of Portage la Prairie.Towering Enterprises was required to purchase the 12.77 foot piece to correct an encroachment of their building onto City property.

Public notices were also sent to all property owners within a 100 meter radius with no objections received to date. This property is zoned C2-Central Commercial District (fringe area).





Dean
280/00
Moved by Councillor Brennan

Seconded by Councillor Allen

     RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie approve the variation application of the City of Portage la Prairie to vary the site width requirement from the required 50 feet to 37.23 feet, at the location on Prince Avenue, and legally described as Lot 131, except the easterly 12.77 feet perpendicular, Plan 3, PLTO, Parish of Portage la Prairie.

Carried.



Application for Variation – Madsen Bros. Ltd. – CP-27/00

Madsen Bros. Ltd. wish to construct an addition to the Auto Body Shop for the purpose of auto body repair. Public notices were sent to all property owners within a 100 meter radius with no objections received to date. Notices were also forwarded to all City departments with no concerns being expressed.

This property is zoned C2-Central Commercial District (fringe area) and is adjacent to an R1-Single Family Dwelling District which is currently owned by the applicant.





Dean
281/00
Moved by Councillor Brennan

Seconded by Councillor Allen

     RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie approve the variation application of Madsen Bros. Ltd. to vary the rear yard requirement from 6.0 meters to 2.16 meters to allow the construction of an addition to the Auto Body Shop, at the location known as 775 Saskatchewan Avenue West, and legally described as Lot 1, Plan 31, in Parish Lot 61, Parish of Portage la Prairie.

Carried.





Provision of Services to Rural Municipality – for information only

Committee reviewed in camera a report on the provision of water and sewer services to the Rural Municipality of Portage la Prairie.





Activity Reports for August – for information only

Committee reviewed the City Planning and Economic Development Activity Reports for August, 2000.





 Public Safety Committee

Your Worship, your Public Safety Committee respectfully submits the following report





Fire Fighting Agreement – RM of Portage la Prairie

Committee discussed in camera the negotiations of an agreement between the City and Rural Municipality of Portage la Prairie.



Dennis
282/00
Moved by Councillor Porter

Seconded by Councillor Hamilton

RESOLVED THAT Council of the City of Portage la Prairie authorize Administration to negotiate a new 4 year agreement with Rural Municipality of Portage la Prairie for Fire/Rescue Services and Inspection Services and negotiate a new fee structure as proposed.

Carried.





Monthly Activity Reports for August – for information only

Committee reviewed the Public Safety Activity Report for August, 2000.





Waterworks Committee

Your Worship, your Waterworks Committee respectfully submits the following report:





Phenol Mitigation Study – for information only

Kelly

Committee was updated on the Phenol Mitigation Study, a study to evaluate the removal of phenolic compounds from wastewater through the City’s Water Pollution Control Facility, and to determine whether or not it is justified to request removal of the phenol limit requirement from the City’s Environment License.

It has been determined that there is no single significant source of phenolic

compounds. It was also determined that the WPCF does an exceptional job in removing phenols to a level of less than 10 micrograms per liter  which should have no negative impact on the River or aquatic organisms.

The phenol limit had been placed in the City’s license because at one time the City was claiming that the phenol levels in the wastewater was having a negative impact on the old Deep Shaft treatment process. The concentration that we are seeing now does not appear to have a negative impact on the current treatment process. A letter has been sent to the Manitoba Environment requesting removal of the phenol limit from the City’s Environment License.





Tender – Keith Street Watermain, Wastewater and Storm Sewer Extensions



Two bids were received in response to the tender advertised in the Winnipeg Free Press, Daily Graphic and through the Heavy Construction Association. The work includes the installation of a watermain, valves and service lines from the main to two property lines on Keith Street; sewer main and services; and storm sewer. All restoration work will also be completed under this tender.

The City assumed the development responsibilities for this area in the mid-80’s from Troniak Developments. The City is obligated to service two properties on Keith Street. Once these two lots are serviced and the road

constructed, the City’s obligations will have been fulfilled in this entire area.

The development costs are being funded from a trust fund. As the lots are sold, the seller pays a development fee of about $4200 per lot to the City. There is no specific budget for the work. The work is scheduled for completion by October 31, 2000.





Kelly
283/00
Moved by Councillor Hamilton

Seconded by Councillor Porter

RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Portage la Prairie award the tender No. 00 OPS 023 to Towle Construction Ltd. for the tendered price of $23,717.87, including GST.

Carried.





Activity Reports for August – for information only

Committee reviewed the Waterworks Activity Reports for August, 2000.





Transportation Committee

Your Worship, your Transportation Committee respectfully submits the following report





Saskatchewan Avenue East Crosswalks

With the installation of a lighted, signalized crosswalk on Saskatchewan Avenue East at 9th Street to improve pedestrian safety, consideration should be given to the removal of the crosswalks on 6th Street and 8th Street East. The crosswalk on 9th Street is being moved from the east side of the intersection to the west side.

The crosswalks on 6th and 8th maintained by Manitoba Highways, are only signed, with painted corridor on the pavement, and are not consistent with other areas of the City. Part of the problem in the area may be due to having too many crosswalks on one relatively short section of Saskatchewan Avenue, resulting in drivers that may be less attentive while approaching the lower grade crosswalks and a potential for increased accidents at these crosswalks.

There is a controlled crossing at 5th Street E. and Saskatchewan Avenue which provides a safe pedestrian Corridor.





Kelly
284/00
Moved by Councillor Quinn

Seconded by Councillor Brennan

RESOLVED THAT Council authorize Manitoba Highways to remove the crosswalks on Saskatchewan Avenue East at 6th Street, 8th Street and the east side of 9th Street.

Carried.





Activity Reports for August – for information

Committee reviewed the Transportation Activity Reports for August, 2,000.





Community Services Committee

Your Worship, your Community Services Committee respectfully submits the following report




Delegation – Judy Brown, Tennis Club

Dean

Judy Brown, serving as spokesperson for a number of members of the Tennis Club, approached Committee to request assistance with their long term goals of improving the lighting on the courts, and establishing a canteen/club house/pro shop. Brian Graham made a proposal for a multi use building. A written submission was provided, outlining the current funding situation and their plans for further fund raising. In addition to asking the City to increase their funding allocation to 50% of the project costs to a maximum of $50,000, they also requested that the City set up a trust account for donations. Administration was instructed to proceed.





Activity Reports for August – for information only

The Community Services Activity Report was reviewed for August 2000.

ADJOURNMENT




285/00
Moved by Councillor Brennan  

Seconded by Councillor Hamilton 

RESOLVED THAT the meeting be adjourned at 6:24  p.m.







________________________
        ________________________

Mayor




Manager of Administration

